
Happy summertime! As we’ve set 
some new records for rainfall 

this Spring, we hopefully can get  
the rain behind us and we look 
forward to some summer sunshine 
in the beautiful Crete area. 

A few quick updates: 

       • As noted later in this 
newsletter by John   of our Crete 
Township Plan Commission, it 
appears likely that solar farms are 
coming to Crete.  This past April, 
the Illinois Power Agency posted 
results of a lottery for solar farm 
applicants which was used to 
determine which operators would 
be eligible for “solar renewable 
energy certificates” as required by 
the state’s Long-Term Renewable 
Resource Procurement Plan. 

Three projects applied for in Crete 
Township were accepted in this 
lottery and are therefore eligible. 
These proposed solar farms 
projects are planned to be located 
in certain rural areas on Goodenow 
Road just east of the entrance to 
Plum Creek Nature Center.  Solar 
farms and other renewable energy 
initiatives are strongly supported 
and encouraged by the State of 
Illinois, Will County and the Federal 
government which also provides 
tax incentives.  The solar farms 
will generate electricity to be sold 
to local power distributors and are 
expected to generate more property 
taxes for our area as opposed to the 
low taxes assessed for farmland. 

       • We have received no further 

news as to the proposed CSX 
Intermodal project though we 
continue to monitor the situation 
and maintain contact with CSX 
staff. 

       • For Crete Township 
paratransit services, we have 
eliminated “social” transportation 
(i.e. movies, entertainment, social 
events and the like) in an effort to 
curb the rapidly escalating costs 
of our transportation services for 
seniors and physically challenged 
residents via Crete Township’s 
participation in the Will County/
Will Ride Program.  Medical, 
educational, shopping and work 
transportation have all been 
retained and we continue to work 
directly with Will Ride in an effort 
to reduce costs in the future.  
     From 2014 to 2018, the costs 
of providing paratransit services 
have more than doubled from 
approximately $31,000 to nearly 
$69,000 annually. 
    The controversial South Suburban 
Airport project which we thought 
to be dormant, is apparently 
gaining some new momentum and 
support. On April 26, leaders of 
the Chicago Southland Economic 
Development Corporation, three 
Democratic congressmen, 14 
state representatives, Speaker 
Mike  Madigan, and a number of 
south suburban mayors, Chicago 
aldermen and Cook County 
commissioners wrote a joint letter 

to Gov. Pritzker requesting money 
for a south suburban airport.  They 
are requesting $150 million to 
build infrastructure to support the 
proposed cargo-only airport.  A 
possible site is Bult Field in Monee.  
The Chicago Southland Economic 
Development Corporation project 
that within the first 20 years, the 
project would produce 11,000 initial 
construction jobs, 50,000 indirect 
and induced jobs, $2.6 billion in 
annual labor income and over $150 
million a year in state tax revenues.  
If the project gains momentum, 
there will undoubtedly be a number 
of meetings and public forums 
with local elected officials.  We will 
keep you posted as we receive more 
information. 
      Last but not least, the Crete 
Township Board welcomes Jim 
Buiter who was appointed Township 
Clerk to succeed Kathie Holubek 
who retired from the post on April 
30th.  Jim is a Certified Public 
Accountant and Investment Advisor 
and makes a fine addition to the 
Township Board.  Congratulations 
Jim! 
 
As always, please feel free to contact 
us if we can be of service. 
 
Michael J. Liccar 
Supervisor 
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com
708.672.8279

FROM THE SUPERVISOR MICHAEL J.  LIC CAR

“it’s a smile, it’s a kiss, it’s a sip of wine ... it’s summertime!”
-  Kenny Chesney



May is here 
and I know 

that everyone 
is hoping that 
the Spring 
temperatures 
will come soon. 
It will probably 

be June before we see a constant 
warmer temperature. The Winter 
season appears not to go away! I 
guess everyone is wondering what 
happened to the Four Seasons. But 
to be on the bright side, we will be 
planting flowers and vegetables 
by the time the newsletter is 
published. 
     The Township Board did very 
well staying within the budget this 
past fiscal year with one major 
exception. The expense item that 
created this major exception was 
the Paratransit Service (the Senior 

about that! You can go to the 
Center for Disease Control for 
more information. So when you go 
outside at night be sure you have 
a mosquito repellent on. Also long 
pants and long sleeves help. 
     Another health issue is ticks. If 
not removed properly and quick 
may result in Lyme Disease. It’s 
a serious bacterial infection in 
humans and dogs. The Lone-star 
Tick is moving north. There is a 
preventive for dogs 
which controls 
fleas, ticks and 
mosquitoes. You 
will be seeing our 
new truck around town spraying 
for mosquitoes. If you have any 
questions call Town Hall at 708-
672-8279 for more information.

Jim Buiter 
is now the 

new Crete 
Township Clerk. 
He currently 
resides in Crete, 
IL. He currently 

works as an independent financial 
advisor and CPA in Crete, IL. He 
has owned his tax practice for 10 
years and has worked as a financial 
advisor for 23 years. Prior to his 
current occupation he was a senior 
financial analyst for 6 years for 

Meet our New 
Clerk!

Township Fiscal 
Year

From the Building 
and Grounds 
Committee

Message from 
the Mosquito 
Task Force
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Summer? Hopefully by the time 
you read this newsletter, the 

rain has stopped, the sun is shining 
and summer has finally arrived! 

With this being 
said, I hope 
everyone has 
a wonderful 
summer. I hope 
you have the 
opportunity to 
stop by the Town 

Hall and take a look at our new 
planters. The flowers are blooming 
and are looking beautiful. 

Mosquito season is upon us! We 
have been out spraying since 

the end of May. Just a few things 
that you can help with this problem 
are once a week empty bird baths, 

small pools, 
toys, flower pot 
saucers and 
anything that 
can hold water. 
Mosquitoes 
lay eggs in the 
water. Zika and 
West Nile Virus 

are still around. No cases as of 
yet. We will keep you informed 

JIM BUITER,
TOWNSHIP CLERK

WALTER GRADY,
TRUSTEE

JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE

BOB HODGE,
TRUSTEE

     Speaking of Town Hall, if you 
haven’t had the chance to visit, 
an ideal opportunity would be at 
7:00PM on the second Wednesday of 
each month to see your Township 
Government in action. That is when 
your elected officials  hold the 
Town Board Meeting and conduct 
the business of the Township. 
     Hope to see you there!!

Citibank, NA. He is married with 
three sons. He also has a dog and 
two cats. He has been a Crete 
resident since 2011. Previously he 
grew and lived in Lansing, IL. He 
loves outdoor activities especially 
fishing and hunting. He is an 
avid hockey fan and is a devote 
Blackhawks fan. GO HAWKS AND 
WOLVES!!! He also enjoys reading 
and walking. He looks forward to 
taking on all the tasks required 
to be a township clerk. He looks 
forward to volunteering for the 
senior events and other township 
activities. He can always be reached 
at the township offices.

and Disability transportation 
program). The overage for this 
expense was approximately 
$33,987.04. We recognize that this 
is a service that is vitally needed 
for the township. However, we 
will continue to work on reducing 
the cost of this service while not 
diminishing the overall service. 
     The Township Board also 
established a capital investment 
fund this past fiscal year which 
totaled $465,000.00. As previously 
reported these funds are dedicated 
for the purpose of building a 
new Township Hall that will 
provide space not only for the 
administrative offices but for other 
social and cultural functions. 
     During 2019 the Board of 
Trustees will continue to improve 
and reduce cost wherever possible 
while maintaining a high level of 
service. 
     Good gardening and fishing to 
everyone!
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Kathie 
Holubek, 

who served Crete 
Township as 
Clerk for over 
20 years, retired 
from the post 
on April 30th.  
Kathie had also 

Kathie Holubek 
Retires as Crete 
Township Clerk

served for many years as the Office 
Manager of the Township Offices 
and as a past member of the Crete 
Township Plan Commission.  Kathie 
also served as 
President of the 
Steger  Estates 
Fire Protection 
District. 
     Many thanks 
to Kathie for 
her dedicated service and for a job 
well done.  We wish you and your 
family all the best as you begin your 
well-earned retirement!

- by Michael J. Liccar



in Crete’s annual Memorial Day 
Parade. A big shout out to our great 
friend, Howard Robinson, who 
has driven us for the last 2 years. 

This year he drove his 1977 4 door 
Lincoln Continental Convertible. I 
look forward to serving the Seniors 
and thank you for participating in 
our Senior events.
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FRANK ELTON,
TRUSTEE

The Senior’s St. Patrick’s Day 
Luncheon held at Lincolnshire 

Country Club turned out to be a 
great success. We had over 180 
Seniors who enjoyed a traditional 
corned beef & cabbage dinner. 

Entertainment 
was provided by 
the Tom Gurney 
Tribute Band 
featuring John 
Staunton singing 
many authentic 
Irish songs. A 
good time was 
had by all. 

     Our Senior picnic will be held in 
the rear pavilion at Crete Park on 
Wednesday, July 31, 2019 at 12PM. 
Don Ho Polynesian dancers will be 
performing. Handmade ice cream 
sundaes will be served after lunch. 
     The Senior Christmas Party will 
be held at Lincolnshire Country 
Club on Friday, December 13, 2019. 
     Reservations must be made 
for all events by calling Crete 
Township @ 708-672-8279. 
     Crete Township participated 

Senior 
Happenings

Crete Township Senior Events
Free Dominoes Club - Crete Park

1st & 3rd Monday of each month 
10:00AM to Noon

Free Scrabble Days - Crete Park
4th Monday of each month 

10:00AM to Noon

Morning Walkers - Steger Commnuity Center 
Monday - Friday 

7:00AM to 10:30AM

Coffee & Conversation - Steger Community Center 
Monday - Friday 

Until 11:00 AM

Line Dancing - Steger Community Center 
Tuesdays  

10:00AM to 11:30AM

Pinochle Club - Steger Community Center 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month 

12:30AM to 3:00PM

Steger Over “50” Club - Steger Community Center 
March through November 

1st & 3rd Thursdays 6:00PM to 8:00PM

SNAP Help - Crete Library 
7/15 - 10:00AM to 1:00PM 
8/19 - 10:00AM to 2:00PM

Senior Scams & Identity Theft  
St. James Senior Estates 

Event Sponsored by: Senior Services of Will County        6/19 - 10:00AM to 11:00AM

Medicare 101 - Crete Library 
7/8 - 6:30PM to 8:00PM

We Went to the Moon 50 Years Ago - Crete Library 
7/9 - 7:00PM to 8:00PM

Yoga in the Park - Crete Park 
Wednesdays 7/10 to 7/31 

FEE: $37 6:30PM to 7:30PM

Senior Exercise “Tai Chi Chuan” - Crete Park 
Tuesdays 7/23 to 8/27 

FEE: $60 9:00AM to 10:00AM

Annual Senior Picnic - Crete Township
7/31 - 11:30AM - Crete Park 

Lunch will be served at 12:00

When Women Played Baseball - Crete Library 
9/17 - 7:00 PM to 8:00PM

Behind the Scenes at Marshall Field’s Holiday 
Traditions - Crete Library

12/16 - 7:00PM to 8:00PM - Followed by Friends of the Library Reception

50



While we 
made it 

through the 
rain of spring, 
I am filled with 
excitement as 
to what follows 
- the warmth 
of summer, 
my favorite 
season! I 
love to spend 

time in my 
yard, meeting 

neighbors on walks through the 
neighborhood, grilling with family 
and friends, and enjoying the 
beauty of our township, the place 
we all call home. 
     Summer also means starting 
many new projects or adding new 
amenities such as a wood deck, 
patio, or shed. Want to qualify for 
a Home Improvement Exemption? 
Once a building permit is pulled an 
additional assessed value is added 
to the property. From there, we will 
visit the property to get updated 
information and bring it back to 
our Certified Illinois Assessing 
Officers. They will then figure the 
new assessment and apply for this 
exemption for you! That value will 
be removed for a 4-year period, to 
help with additional cost that was 
spent on updating your property. 
Remember, this is only for newly 
assessed items! 
     You may have realized the 

increase in property value when 
receiving your tax bill this 
year. Our township received a 
multiplier of 1.0855. According 
to a state statue we must use a 
three-year sales ratio study when 
calculating assessments. For the 
2018 assessment year, we used 
2015-2017 sales and these values 
were averaged together. This 
then shows the difference in the 
current assessed value we have 
on the property in comparison to 
the value the home sold for. That 
difference is the multiplier. This 
study found our values were 8.55% 
lower than what homes were selling 
for, and applied that increase to 
every non commercial property. 
This is where the value increase 
derived from. Sometimes it’s hard 
to understand an increase in value 
when we feel the sales are not up to 
par, but we need to remember it is 
the difference in our current value 
in comparison to the current sale. 
     The 2019 year is our quadrennial 
year. Meaning, every four years 
we take the time to look into every 
parcel in our township and have 
the ability to reassess regardless 
of age, location, size, or value 
of improvements. This is a very 
different process from most years 
where changes are often made at 
the neighborhood level. There are 
several different ways taxpayers 
can ensure they are being assessed 
correctly. They include: 

        • Taking a look at their 
property record card on file in our 
office to be sure all of the property 
characteristics listed on the card 
are correct. 
        • Comparing their assessment 
to the assessments of like 
properties in their area. Property 
information can be found in 
our office or on the Supervisor 
Assessments’ website using the 
“Property Search” feature. 
     Come in the office to let us know 
of your concerns. Many times we 
can work together to help find a 
solution with the issue at hand. 
     Although we look at properties 
on an individual basis during the 
quad years, it does not guarantee a 
multiplier will not be applied by the 
Supervisor of Assessments. Even in 
quad years if enough reassessment 
is not done at the township level 
by our office, the county will apply 
a multiplier. These notices will be 
mailed 8/28/2019. Please take the 
time to look into your assessment 
to ensure you are being assessed 
fairly. 
     My staff and I appreciate 
working with all of you throughout 
the year. The willingness to help 
achieve knowledge of the tax 
cycle to others is a goal... Working 
together to find a solution is a 
hope... But being open to help you 
understand is a promise. 
 
    Have a wonderful summer! 
 

Mary Margaret Tamez 
& Staff 
Crete Township Assessor

 General Homestead 
Exemption
Do you live on the property, a 
named owner on the deed, and it 
is your principal residence? 
You qualify! This exemption is 
added and removed by our office, 
there is no form.  ALWAYS check 
your property tax bill to make 
sure you have it if you qualify. 
 
Disabled Person 
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You 
qualify! Please bring in the proof 
of disability or come to the office 
to get the form for the doctor to 
fill out for the proof and we will 
assist you with the exemption 
form. 
 
Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and 
a named owner on the deed? 
You qualify! Bring in your drivers 
license or ID for proof of age 
and we will assist you in the 
application.
 
Senior Freeze 
Exemption
Are you 65 and have a total 
household income of less than 
$65,000? You qualify! The 
income level was increased from 
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018 
assessment year! Bring in your 
federal income tax form or any 
forms you would normally take 
to have your income taxes done 
if you no longer meet the filing 
requirements. We will have the 
forms in our office after April 1st 
and we can assist you in filling out 
the form.  
 
Disabled Veteran
Are you a Veteran with at least 
30% service-connected disability 
through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and a named 
owner on the deed? You qualify! 
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as 
well as the proof of disability for 
the current year you are applying 
for that lists your percentage of 
disability and we will assist you in 
filling out the form.

There are many 
exemptions that you 
may qualify for!

“Some people look for a beautiful place... Others make a place beautiful...” 
- Hazrat Inavat Khan

From the Crete Township Assessor

MARY MARGARET 
TAMEZ 
ASSESSOR
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MARRIAGE LICENSE 
    Marriage Licenses for Will 

County may be obtained at the 
Crete Township Office, Monday 
thru Friday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  

     Marriage License - $28.00 for 
issuing a marriage license. 

CASH ONLY. No personal checks, 
debit or credit cards!

MUST BE MARRIED IN WILL COUNTY 
 

Crete Township 
Hall Services 
Offered

Identification Required to obtain a 
Marriage License: 

• Certified copy of birth certificate 
or passport

• Current form of I.D (Driver’s 
License or State I.D)

• Divorce papers or death 
certificate if other than first 

marriage.

Here are just a few of the services 
offered by the Crete Township Hall  
 
• Vote Registration Services
• Temporary Handicap Placards
• Notary Service 
• Will County Assessor’s Office on 
Site
• Food Pantry - 
Wednesday from 9AM-12PM 



Hello Summer! During the 
months of April and May many 

areas were inundated with excessive 
storm water which never seemed 
to let up. As of the writing of this 
newsletter, things are finally drying 
up and all of our warm weather 

projects are in 
full swing. Our 
crews have 
been working 
diligently to 
replace many 
culvert pipes 
in preparation 
of our 2019 
paving project. 
Iroquois 
Paving was 

the winning bidder, and in the 
coming weeks we will be paving 
approximately three miles of roads. 
We also partnered with The Village 
of Crete to upgrade Burrville Road 
between State Street and IL 394.  
     Roadside mowing will resume 
and we ask that you slow down when 
approaching crew members along 
the roads. The following disturbing 
facts about distracted drivers were 
compiled by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration safety 
campaign: 
         1.) In 2016 9.2% of fatal crashes 
were reported as related distracted 
driving.  
        2.) According to a Virigina 
Tech Transportation Institute 
study, texting while driving takes 
the driver’s eyes off the road for 
an average of 4.6 seconds. This is 
equivalent of driving the entire 
length of a football field at 55mph. 
        3.) Text messages requires visual, 
manual, and cognitive attention from 
the driver: it is by far one of the most 
alarming distractions. 
     Most smart phones have a 
function where you can turn off the 
texting function, and anyone that 
texts you when this is on will receive 
an automatic text letting them know 
when you are driving your vehicle 
and unavailable. 
     This past year we have 
experienced an up-tick in fly-
dumping in the remote areas of The 
Township as well as an increase in 
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littering along our roads. Our crews 
have picked up everything from 
household items like televisions, 
dishwashers and mattresses to 
construction debris like wood and 
drywall. Our spring roadside trash 
clean up yielded over 400 bags of 
trash which were thrown from 
passing vehicles. What ever happened 
to the saying, “Keep America 
Beautiful, Please Don’t Litter?” Every 
year this translates into thousands 
of your tax dollars being spent in 
labor and dumping costs - money 
that would be better spent on road 
maintenance.  
     In response to the public 
hearing that was held last year at 
The Township hall regarding the 
proposed Restricted Crossing 
U-Turn (RCUT) improvement on 
IL 394 and Burrville Road, IDOT 
is completing the study with the 
recommendation of the RCUT. This 
improvement will also include the 
lengthening of the southbound left 
turn lane at the intersection of IL 
394 at Exchange Street. Although 
the project is not currently included 
in IDOT’s FY 2019-2024 Proposed 
Highway Improvement Program, it 
will be included in the Department’s 
priorities for future funding 
consideration.  
     As with any government agency, 
there are those employees that 
are behind the scenes and are a 
very important part of what we do. 
One such employee at The Road 
District is Tim Miller. Tim, who is my 
Foreman, reached a milestone this 
past February when he celebrated 
35 years of employment at The 
Road District. Serving under three 
previous Highway Commissioners as 
well as myself for the past ten years, 
Tim has proven time and again what 
an asset he is to the Township. On 
behalf of myself and all the Township 
residents, I would like to thank Tim 
for his dedication and hard work, and 
I look forward to working together 
with him for many years to come. 
     Well, that’s it for now. Enjoy your 
summer, be safe, please slow down 
when approaching ANY road crew, 
and if you have any questions about 
our Township Road System, I can be 
reached at 708-672-7732 or via email 
at arecupito@cretetownship.com 
 
Anthony "Tony" Recupito 
Crete Township Highway 
Commissioner

ANTHONY “TONY” 
RECUPITO, HIGHWAY 
COMMISSIONER

News from 
the Highway 
Commissioner

Crete Township 
Solar Farms
- by John Rzymski 
Crete Township Plan Commission

The lottery for Illinois solar electric 
power incentives took place on 

April 10, 2019. Three projects in Crete 
Township were accepted into the 
incentive program. These solar farms 
projects are located on Goodenow 
Rd. just east of the entrance to Plum 
Creek Nature Center. Woodlawn 
Solar I and Woodlawn II (Cypress 
Creek) are on the north side of 
Goodenow and Will East (Borrego 
Solar) is directly across Goodenow 
Rd. on the south side. 

     All three solar farms may not 
happen. It will now be determined by 
the solar developers which projects 
they want to go forward. Once the 
projects are chosen, the developers 
will work with Will Country Land Use 
on site development and building 
permits. The solar developers 
will also work with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture to submit 
an Agricultural Impact Mitigation 
Agreement. Some activity at the sites 
may be seen as early as Fall 2019. 
     Four other projects in Will County 
were accepted into the incentive 
program to join private businesses, 
Valley View School District and 
County Government in the growing 
commitment to a renewable energy 
source.

Lincoln Fields (now Balmoral 
Park) opened in 1926. A year later 

after the horse racing season ended 
in August 1927, Jack Dempsey, the 
Ex-World Champion fighter selected 

Chicago Daily News negatives collection, SDN-066786.

- by Phyllis Monks, 
Historical Society

Fun Fact about 
Crete

Lincoln Fields as his training 
quarters. By the 3rd week fans were 
allowed in to see training bouts for 
a fee of $1.10. On September 22nd 
150,000 spectators saw Dempsey 
lose to heavy weight champion Gene 
Tunney in the famous “Battle of the 
Long-Count” bout at Soldier’s Field 
(from Crete Remembered, vol 1)
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News from the 
Crete Township 
Fire Protection 
District
- by Lt. Kyle Haemker 
Crete Township Fire Protection District

- by Michael J. Liccar

Honorary 
Caretaker of the 
Crete Township 
American Flag

With Summer comes great 
company, barbecues, fireworks 

and all the fun activities one can 
possibly think of. Summer is a time 
we all look forward to especially 
during the bitter cold winters we 
have been experiencing. Safety, 
however, never takes a day off. From 
2013-2017 there were 10,200 fires due 

to outdoor 
grills. An 
average 
of 4,500 
involved the 
structure and 
an average 
of 5,700 

involved outside or unclassified 
fires, per the NFPA. Grilling out is a 
great way to spend time outside with 
family and friends enjoying nature 
or your beautifully groomed back 
yard. It also helps to cut down on 
energy costs by not using the oven 
or stove. Cleaning your grill is one of 
the best ways to keep your grill from 
catching fire. A buildup of grease 
and soot at the bottom of the grill or 
an overly full grease cup can easily 
cause your grill to catch fire when lit. 
Another way to prevent your home 
from becoming involved is keeping 
your grill on a patio or deck away 

from your home when in use and hot. 
Always allow your grill to cool down 
before storing for the evening. 
     A well-maintained lawn is another 
joy for most homeowners. A nicely 
mowed lawn surely increases your 
homes curb appeal, but most people 
don’t realize just how dangerous lawn 
mowers can really be. Every year 
across the nation, on average, 6,394 
people are injured by lawn mowers. 
Injuries can happen to teens that 
are trying to earn money during the 
summer months before going back 
to school to adults who have been 
mowing all their lives. Wrists and 
hands are often injured more than 
fingers and toes. However, burns, 
lacerations, and other related trauma 
are very common injuries as well. 
Injuries from these machines are no 
fun and usually result in a hospital 
visit. The American Academy of 
Pediatrics says kids should be 12 
or older to use a push mower and 
at least 16 years of age to operate a 
riding mower. Lawn mowers should 
be left to cool down prior to storing 
just like a grill. Lawn mowers are 
generally used from 1-2 hours at a 
time and often placed back in a shed 
or garage without a proper cool down 
period. 
     Summer 
months are 
a wonderful 
time of the 
year to spend 
weekends and 
holidays with family and friends. 
Being safe is the best way to stay 
‘cool’ all summer long.

Early this Spring, during a dark 
day of heavy torrential rains and 

high winds one of the soffits was 
pulled off of the American Flag which 
proudly flies over the Crete Township 
Town Hall property.  Quick to take 
notice and provide swift corrective 
action was lifelong Crete Township 
resident John Norman.  Once the 
Township made the nesscessary 
repairs, John returned as caretaker 
of the Crete Township American 
Flag.  He now monitors the flag to 
ensure that it remains in splendid 
shape as well as adjusting its height 
to half-staff when appropriate, 
in accordance with official flag 
decorum. 
     John is a 1973 graduate of Crete-
Monee High School.  He joined the US 
Army immediately after graduating 

and served in Korea from 1973 to 1976.  
John is married and the couple has 
one daughter.  He is a Welder by trade 
and is a proud member of American 
Legion Crete Post 1291. 
     Thank you John for your past 
military service and for your 
continued duty by serving as 
Honorary Caretaker of the Crete 
Township flag!

Crete Creative 
Art Gallery has 
a New Home

The Art Gallery & School is 
now located on the first floor 

of Arbor House on the corner of 
Main Street and First. The space 

has high ceilings, loads of natural 
light streaming in from the large 
windows and a beautiful fireplace 
- all the same as when William and 
Elisabeth Rohe built it in 1899. 
     The first art show in early 
June will be the art of Tommy 
Zarlengo. He is creative and 
whimsical in all his paintings. In 
August Crete Creative will host the 
Equine:Beauty Exhibit. The art in 
this show explores the inherent 
beauty and majesty of the horse. 
From the farm field to the battle 
field, human progress would 
have been impossible without the 
strength, loyalty and tenacity of the 
horse.  
     Come and Enjoy the Art in our 
New Home!



“WILL-RIDE” 
DIAL-A-RIDE

PROGRAM
 

Serving Crete Township Senior Citizens and Residents 
with Disabilities who need transportation to 

doctor visits, therapy, and medical treatments.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE PROGRAM?
Senior Citizens (60 years of age and older), Residents with a disability. 
 
REGISTRATION FOR “WILL-RIDE”
In order to become eligible for the program, you must sign up with your Township. Contact Patty 
Hanus at the Crete Township Office at 1367 Wood Street, Crete, IL 60417, (708) 672-8279.

ARRANGING FOR YOUR RIDE
Contact the call center at least 24 hours in advance with the following information:
1.)    Home Address.
2.)    Address of Destination.
3.)    The TIME of your appointment.
4.)    Approximate time for return trip pickup.
5.)    If you are on Medicaid, please have your number available.
6.)    Alert the Call Center to any special mobility needs you may have, i.e.: wheelchair assistance, 
help from your door, etc. 
7.)    Let the Call Center know if you will have a caretaker with you. (Caretakers ride at no charge.)

CALL CENTER HOURS FOR SCHEDULING A RIDE (800) 244-4410
Monday - Friday 6:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Please call at least 24 hours in advance

BUSES OPERATE
Monday - Friday 6:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Weekend & Holiday  hours are not available

RIDES WITHIN YOUR TOWNSHIP: $2 one way or $4 round trip
RIDES OUTSIDE YOUR TOWNSHIP: $4 one way or $8 round trip
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www.ilhs.org • 708-672-3262 • facebook.com/illinoislutheran

FREE REGISTRATION
FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Present this flyer to the school office for one free registraon per family for
the 2019-2020 school year by July 15, 2019. New families only. No cash value.

$300

Find out what it means to be part of our family!
When you want THE BEST for your children,
it starts at Illinois Lutheran Schools! We’re
committed to making sure YOUR child
succeeds in the classroom as well as in life!

• Safe, posive, family environment
• Need-based financial assistance
• Qualified, caring teachers
• Chrisan character educaon
• 100% graduaon rate
• College readiness

CHARGERS

UL T S HI EO RN AIL NLI

Illinois Lutheran Schools

3 Year Preschool - 6th Grade • 448 Cass Street in Crete, IL • 708.672.5850
Junior High & High School • 1610 Main Street in Crete, IL • 708.672.3262

Join Our Family!

708.672.3262 • ilhs.org

meal so all may enjoy the holidays.  
     If your garden products too many 
peppers, tomatoes and zucchini, 
feel free to share with the Pantry 
on Wednesdays. Fresh product 
is a special welcome treat for the 
clients. 
     Contributions of food and money 
are welcome to continue this service 
to those in need. Schools have food 
drives, the Crete Library has it’s 
Food for Fines program, Curves 
collects food often, and many just 
remember the Pantry regularly with 
food or cash donations. 
     Community support is important 
for the continuing success of the 
Pantry. The Pantry thanks all 
supports for their help. 
     All cash donations are tax free 
as the Pantry is a registered 501-C3 
organization.

If you’re new to the Crete area, 
you may not know of a long-

standing service to the area, The 
Crete Food Pantry. This service is 
available to those needing food in 
Crete Township. This all volunteer 
program has been serving residents 
for over 44 years. 
     Those who work as volunteers 
are from Zion Luthern Church, 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Crete 
United Methodist Church, The 
Crete Church, St. Liborius Catholic 
Church, and the Crete Womens 
Club. 
     The distribution of food occurs 
every Wednesday morning all year. 
At Thanksgiving and Christmas 
special foods are given for a holiday 

Crete Food 
Pantry - by Donna Allen

1366 Main Street 
Crete, IL 60417
708-279-7211

Mon-Fri. 6am - 9pm
Saturday 7am - 6pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS

COFFEEHOUSE
& ROASTING COMPANY

Mission Statement: Our mission is to promote the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in an open, friendly and non-threatening 

environment. The Edge welcome the entire community.

RECEIVE 
$1.00 OFF

ANY DRINK
with this ad and cannot be used with 

any other discount.

Like us on Facebook:
The Edge Coffeehouse and Roasting Company

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 2009



from 9AM-4PM. 
     For the first time lunch will be 
available from the lunch menu 
at Tavern on the Green with no 
reservations required. The Artisan 
and Garden Fair which is free to 
everyone will be open from 9AM-
5PM on Wednesday and Thursday. 
The Fair will be filled with unique 
items such as jewelry, pottery, food 
home goods, garden art, plants and 
much more! Tickets will cost $15 in 
advance or $17 on walk days. Tickets 
will be available June 1st at the 
Finishing Touch Florist, Crete ACE 
Hardware, Crete Garden Center, 
Crete Curves, Crete Township Hall, 
Smits Farms and Martin Landscape 
Crown Point.  
     On June 26th and 27th tickets will 
be available at Lincolnshire Country 
Club in the Woman’s Club Tent. For 
additional information or to order 
tickets, go to cretewomansclub.net 
or phone (708) 672-9428. This event 
will occur rain or shine. Please 
join us for a beautiful “Day in the 
Country”.

Crete F-Men 
News

Crete Woman’s 
Club Garden 
Walk

- by Aaron DaCorte

- by Leslee Williams
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T he Crete F-Men would like to 

thank our community partners 

for your continued support of our 

organization. Thank you to all the 

local businesses and members of 

the community for your financial 

support and assistance to make 

our events possible! We had great 

weather and a fantastic response for 

our annual Easter Egg Hunt! Thank 

you for attending, and we hope to 

see you all again at our next event! 

 

FAMILY OUTDOOR MOVIE 

NIGHT - AUGUST 31 

We’ve received such a great 

response to our annual Halloween 

outdoor movie nights that we’ve 

decided to include a summer movie 

night too! Join us August 31st at 8PM 

and bring your lawn chairs and 

blankets to enjoy a favorite family 

friendly movie on the big screen. 

FREE popcorn will be provided by 

our friends at Old Plant Trail Bank. 

Alcohol and smoking is prohibited. 

 

FAMILY HALLOWEEN MOVIE 

NIGHT - SEPTEMBER 28 

The Crete F-Men will return this 

fall with some Spooky-Spectacular 

events! On September 28 we will 

host our 3rd annual Family Movie 

Night at Nightmare in Crete 

Haunted House! Come out for a 

FREE family friendly double feature 

of Halloween favorites on the big 

screen starting at 7PM. Movies to be 

announced on Facebook and FREE 

popcorn will be provided by Old 

Plank Trail Bank. Warm up by the 

bonfire, have a jump in the bounce 

house and bring a lawn chair and 

blanket for lawn seating! Alcohol 

and smoking is prohibited. 

 

CRETE HAUNTED HOUSE - 

OCTOBER 25 & 26 

On October 25th and 26th at 7PM, 

the 30th Annual Nightmare in Crete 

Haunted House returns for your 

annual dose of frightful fun! In the 

summer of 1847, Cecil F Mancy’s 

macabre killing spree terrorized 

the residents of Crete, IL. This 

Halloween, relive those terrors 

as you traverse the halls of one 

of Will County’s oldest buildings. 

Volunteers are always needed. 

Please contact Aaron at (708) 363-

1332 for more information. 

 

CRETE GUN CLUB  

The Crete Gun Club meets at 

the Crete F-Men Hall (1962 West 

Exchange St. Crete) on the first 

Monday of every month at 7PM. 

The public is always welcome to 

attend as we discuss firearm safety, 

legislation, skill development, 

and shooting events. We’re always 

looking for new members! Club 

sponsored concealed carry classes 

are also available. For more 

information, please contact Howard 

at (708) 279-7131

The Crete Woman’s Club will hold 
its 29th garden walk June 25-27. 

Five lovely gardens will be open for 
viewing with all proceeds going to 
local scholarship and philanthropy. 
Gardens will be open from 4-7PM 

on Tuesday, 
June 25th. 
An optional 
cocktail and 
hors d’oeuvre 
event will be 
available at 
Lincolnshire 
Country 
Club’s Tavern 
on the Green 

at 7PM on the 25th. The event will 
cost $30 with an additional cash 
bar. Reservations required. On 
Wednesday, June 26th and Thursday, 
June 27th. Gardens will be open 



First Meeting to 
Discuss Creek 
Flooding to be 
Held June 6th

Crete Woman’s Club Awards 
Annual Scholarships

- by Michael J. Liccar
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In an effort to address the growing 
creek flooding problem in Crete 

Township, an initial meeting hosted 
by the Township is planned for the 
property owners along the creek 
which runs parallel to State Line. 
     Per our discussions with State 
and County agencies as well as 
the Army Corps of Engineers, we 
understand that under Illinois State 
law, the property owners adjacent 
to the creeks are responsible for 
clearing debris and  beaver dams. 
     Although the Township has no 
legal authority over the creeks, we 
are trying to begin these forums 
in an effort to bring the affected 
property owners together and 
develop solutions on how best to 
address this issue. 
     After the severe flooding in 
Northwest Indiana, in 2008, 
the Township commissioned an 
engineering study addressing 
Plum Creek Flood Control. That 

study recommended the purchase 
of various tracks of land on the 
northeast portion of the Township 
and the establishment of water 
retention/flood control storage 
areas.  At that time, the costs were 
considered to be overly prohibitive 
(over $2 million) and no further 
action had been taken. 
     One possible solution 
would be to form a non-profit 
homeowners association which 
would manage and obtain funding 
from its members for clearing 
and maintenance.  Another 
alternative would be to form 
“drainage districts”.  A drainage 
district is a separately established 
governmental entity which would 
be responsible for the maintenance 
of the respective creek system.  
However, the establishment of a 
drainage district is not an easy 
process.  There are a couple of 
methods which could be used, 
however, each requires the filing 
of various legal petitions by the 
landowners, public hearings and 
eventually a court order.   
     After this initial forum, we hope 
to have additional meetings with the 
residents adjacent to the other creek 
systems within the Township which 
are also having drainage issues.

The Crete Woman’s Club has 
been an active organization 

in the Crete community since 
1912. For 107 years its fund raisers 
have supported many worthy 
organizations and causes in the 
area. 
     The Club is proud to support the 
young people of the community 
with annual scholarships. This year 
the Club awarded $6,000 in college 
scholarships, $1,500 in a technical/
trade scholarship and $2,725 in 
summer camp scholarships. 
     CWC President Suzanne Dunlap 
and Treasurer Maureen Faletti were 
pleased to present the 3 college 
and technical/trade scholarships 
at the CMHS Local Scholarship 
Presentation Night on May 23, 2019. 
     The three Crete Monee High 
School students who received 
$2,000 college scholarships were 
Madelyn Gray, Alexa Miedona, 
Lauren Smith. Madelyn plans to 
attend Michigan State University 
majoring in packaging with a focus 
on sustainability. Alexa plans 
to attend Maryville University 
majoring in the physical therapy 
field and Lauren plans to attend 
the University of Illinois of Chicago 
majoring in nursing. The technical/
trade scholarship was awarded to 

CMHS student Samuel Gonzalez 
who will be attending Prairie State 
College. Samuel plans to major in 
the field of mechatronics where he 
will receive an Associates Degree. 
     Ten summer camp scholarships 
were also awarded. Mikoyla 
Franklin and Magali Souffrant 
of CMHS will attend Show Choir 
Camps of America and Zoe Koehl of 
CMHS will attend an Experiment 
in Architecture program. Other 
recipients are 6th grade Illinois 
Lutheran School students James 
Benefield who will attend a soccer 
camp and Peyton Budlove the 
U.P. Lions football camp. Madelyn 
Italiano of Illinois Lutheran Jr. High 
will attend St. Olaf Music Camp and 
Tim Christie of Mother Theresa 
Catholic Academy the Spots of All 
Sorts camp. In addition, three Crete 
Monee Middle School Students 
Winter Brooks, Daniel Nanista and 
Lucy Nanista will be participating 
in the Summer Enrichment Drama 
Program at CMHS. 
     The Crete Woman’s Club wishes 
all scholarship recipients the best 
of luck and thanks the community 
for helping with our continual 
fundraising events like our Garden 
Walk and Cookie Walk.

Pictured Left to Right - Samuel Gonzalez, Madelyn Gray, Alexa Miedona, Lauren Smith

Dal Santo’s Sausage & Catering

dalsantosdeli.com

708.367.0070
Specializing in homemade Italian Food!

976 E. Steger Road
Crete, IL 60417
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DIALOGUE  
NO.17

“I’ve made so  
many new friends!”
At Village Woods, our residents enjoy many social oppor-
tunities to meet new people and make rich friendships. 
Without a doubt, you’ll find a kindred spirit here!
Keep the conversation going at  
17.SeniorDialogue.com

VILLAGE WOODS
2681 Route 394  •  Crete, Illinois 60417

(708) 279-4283 
A PROVIDENCE LIFE SERVICES COMMUNITY

RETIR E MEN T L IV IN G  •   ASSISTED L IV ING  •   TOWNHOMES

 
D. In the “Batman” TV series, 
which dancer/actress played 
the original Catwoman? 
 
E. Which fictional TV rock 
band is actually in the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records for having the most 
#1 Albums in a single year?

 
SUDOKU PUZZLE (MEDIUM)

 
SUDOKU PUZZLE (EASY)

 
ALL ANSWERS TO SUDOKU AND TRIVIA CAN BE FOUND ON THE BOTTOM BACK OF THE BOOKLET

 
SUDOKU PUZZLE (HARD)

 
A. What was the name of the 
house cook in “Bonanza”? 
 
B. In “Gilligan’s Island”, what 
was the last name of the 
character Ginger? 
 
C. In “I Love Lucy” what was 
the name of the New York 
nightclub where Ricky Ricardo 
was the bandleader and 
emcee?

WORD BANK: 
BABY LOVE

BLUE VELVET
CARA MIA
CHERISH
CRYING

DOWNTOWN
ELENORE

FIRE 
GROOVIN

HEATWAVE
HOLIDAY

MEMPHIS
MY GUY

PUPPY LOVE
RUNAWAY
SOUL MAN 

STAY
TEEN ANGEL
THE TWIST
VALLERI

WHITE RABBIT
WINDY

YESTERDAY

Song Word Search
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It’s never  
too early

No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too 
early to start planning for retirement. Together we can 
help you work towards a better future. Call today.  

Registered Broker/Dealer, offering securities products and services: COUNTRY® Capital 
Management Company, 1705 N. Towanda Avenue,Bloomington, IL 61702-2222, P.O. Box 2222, 
tel (866) 551-0060. Member FINRA and SIPC.  

 Investment management, retirement, trust and planning services  
 provided by COUNTRY Trust Bank®.

0415-552HC-23968-23968

Keith L. Blackmon  
Financial Representative 
1811 S. Broad Ave.  
Lanett, AL 36863 
keith.blackmon@countryfinancial.com 
334-644-3533

Terry LaMastus
Financial Representative
3308 Chicago Road
Steger, IL 60475

(708) 754-5900
terry.lamastus@COUNTRYFinancial.com

It’s never  
too early

No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too 
early to start planning for retirement. Together we can 
help you work towards a better future. Call today.  

Registered Broker/Dealer, offering securities products and services: COUNTRY® Capital 
Management Company, 1705 N. Towanda Avenue,Bloomington, IL 61702-2222, P.O. Box 2222, 
tel (866) 551-0060. Member FINRA and SIPC.  

 Investment management, retirement, trust and planning services  
 provided by COUNTRY Trust Bank®.

0415-552HC-23968-23968

Keith L. Blackmon  
Financial Representative 
1811 S. Broad Ave.  
Lanett, AL 36863 
keith.blackmon@countryfinancial.com 
334-644-3533

It’s never 
too early

0519-539HO
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Crete Township Newsletter is circulated to all residents and businesses in Crete Township, reaching all of Crete, 
as well as those in Steger that are in Crete Township. 
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Video Gaming, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT MANY EVENINGS

37 E. 34th Street, Steger, IL 60475
Call Now 708.755.6200
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
SUNDAY 2PM - 8PM

F A M I L Y  R E S T A U R A N T

 

Auto ● Home ● Life ● Specialty  

Sopko Insurance Agency  
3333 Chicago Road Steger IL 60475 

708.754.1221 

In the K-Mart Plaza! 

 

Come on in to get an Auto 
& Home quote and we’ll 
give you a $10 gift card 
for your time.  

Employee Benefits 

Medicare Supplements 

ACA Enrollment Center 

CMS Certified  

Jeff Sopko 

Your local agent since 1980 

Come see me today! 

 
A: HOP SING. B: RODGERS. 

C: TROPICANA CLUB. 
D. JULIE NEWMAR. 
E. THE MONKEES.

 ANSWER KEY

 
EASY

 
MEDIUM

 
HARD


