FROM THE SU PERVISOR

MIC HA E L J. L IC CA R

“All the adversity I’ve had in my life, all my troubles and obstacles, have strengthened me. You may not realize it when it happens,
but a kick in the teeth may be the best thing in the world for you.”
- Walt D i sne y

D

efinitely one for the history books.
2020 began with much hope.
Continued US economic expansion,
record low unemployment and
significant increases in savings rates.
Within a few short months, the
novel COVID-19 virus wreaked havoc
throughout our county and the rest of
the world. The rapidly spreading and
deadly virus sadly resulted in health
damage and fatalities far beyond
what we experience in the normal flu
season.
In the US, the policy has been to let
each State decide how best react to
combat the disease. Consequently,
to slow the spread of the disease,
Governor Pritzker issued a series of
Executive Orders for the State which
included requiring “shelter-in-place”
(stay-at-home orders), temporary
closures including many businesses,
schools, churches and public places
as well as new safety protocols for
“essential businesses” including the
use of facemasks, social distancing and
required sanitation procedures. The
Illinois Department of Public Health
issued additional guidelines.

The Executive Orders laid out
planned reopening of the State under
5 Phases. We are currently in Phase
4 though with a recent spike in cases,
certain areas, such as the City of
Chicago are rolling back Phases. Phase
5 would be effectively a return to
“normal” but will not occur until there
is a development of a vaccine or other
effective treatments which are not yet
available.
In addition to the devasting
health toll, there is the economic
damage caused, particularly in
the hospitality and transportation
businesses, resulting in permanent
closures of some businesses and
jobs, unfortunately, including some
businesses here in Crete Township.
Lastly, there is the emotional toll,
as reported by the US Centers for
Disease Control, including significant
increases in substance abuse,
depression and the unhappy results
that follow.
History will tell if the statemandated actions were appropriate
under the circumstances. In the
meantime, we work with what we have.
Here in Crete Township, we endeavor
to follow the Illinois Department of
Public Health guidelines as well as the
Governor’s Executive Orders.
However, COVID-19 did not stop
us. All Crete Township services,
including the offices and staff of Road
Commissioner Tony Recupito and
Assessor Mary Tamez continued to

fully function. Although the Town Hall
was temporarily closed to the public
as a precaution to the general public
and our employees during the early
stages of the pandemic, our dedicated
Township Front Office Staff continued
to work normal hours on premises
every business day. The Township
Office staff provided all necessary
services with no interruptions
whatsoever. The Town Hall has since
reopened on July 6th albeit with new
safety rules.
The Crete Food Pantry, under the
leadership of Donna Allen, continued
its fine work without stoppage.
Although many of the regular
volunteers were considered “at-risk”
under the COVID-19 conventions and
unable to serve as they wanted to, new
volunteers eagerly chipped in to help.
Social distancing and a new parking lot
Pick-Up service were instituted along
with safety procedures. In addition,
our Crete Township residents
generously donated much needed
funds and food items, all of which
kept the Food Pantry fully operational
during the pandemic. Please do
continue to support this essential
organization.
Other innovations were
implemented to keep the Township
operating, including the use of Zoom
video services for official Township
meetings and the use of remote data
services whereby the Assessor’s
Office as well as Township officials

could continue to access and perform
their work remotely without social
interaction.
New safety protocols have also
been implemented for the Town Hall,
including the requirement to wear
facemasks when in the facility, social
distancing floor markers, and hand
sanitation items available throughout
the Town Hall. We also had a “deep
cleaning” of building performed just
prior to reopening.
We as Americans are historically
resilient, innovative and courageous in
the face of challenges. Progress on the
medical front, as far as vaccines and
treatments, have been encouraging of
late. Please be confident that we will
definitely get past this difficult time.
Years from now, there will likely
be many stories of how we overcame
this hardship and these stories
may pass throughout generations.
Today’s children may carry stories
of overcoming these difficulties
similar to how our grandparents,
as children, passed along stories of
surviving the Great Depression. In the
meantime, please keep your families
and yourselves protected as much as
possible. If we have to err, let’s err
on the side of safety. Better days are
coming!

Michael J. Liccar

Supervisor
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com
708.672.8279

News From The
Clerk

I

t has been a
very unique
spring and early
summer with the
COVID-19 and
the Governor’s
JIM BUITER,
shelter-in-place,
TOWNSHIP CLERK
but the clerks
office has been very busy with
record keeping, recording minutes
of the Township board meetings
and keeping the Township website
updated. We have compiled and

publish the 2020-2021 budgets
for both the Township Fund and
the Road and Bridge Fund. The
budgets will be submitted to the
Will County Clerk by the end of
July, 2020. In addition, I have
set the dates and times for early
voting for the November General
Election. The dates will be October
26 through October 30, 2020. The
hours are 9:00AM through 3:00PM.
I look forward to having an efficient
election for Crete Township. If you
have any questions or concerns,
the Clerk can be reached at the
Township office.

From the Building and Grounds
Committee

W

e are
pleased to
reopen (safely)
the Town Hall
this week. Great
strides have been
BOB HODGE,
taken to maintain
TRUSTEE
the Town Hall
building and grounds, including
deep cleaning and sanitization,
following COVID-19 guidelines,
in preparation for reopening. The
building underwent thorough
cleaning of all spaces including high
touch surfaces. We hope you enjoy
the beautiful well-kept landscaping
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as you return to the Town Hall. We
strive to make everyone feel safe and
remain healthy. Please remember,
face masks and social distancing will
be required for anyone entering the
building.
An upgraded telecommunications
system has been installed in the
Town Hall. This new system will
significantly improve the transfer
of incoming phone calls to more
efficiently connect residents with the
department they are seeking. A back
up landline is also in place to ensure
complete coverage at all times,
including during power outages.
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Finance Update

H

ello everyone,
this year has
been one that no
one ever expected
or predicted.
I hope that we
WALTER GRADY,
will see a glow
TRUSTEE
at the end of the
rainbow, and who knows when that
will come. It is nice to see so many
vegetable and flower gardens during
this pandemic.
Financially, the Township is doing
fine during this time of uncertainty.
The Board of Trustees continue to
keep expenses under control and
well within the budget. We received
billing for the paratransit service
through the period ending March
31, 2020. The amounts billed were
higher than expected but within the
budget. We will continue to monitor
the services and maintain expenses

News from
the Highway
Commissioner

H

ello everyone!
Summer is
here and hopefully
your situation
is starting to
improve. 2020 will
no doubt go in the
ANTHONY “TONY”
history books as
RECUPITO,
HIGHWAY
one of the most
COMMISSIONER
challenging years
that our country
and community has ever been
through, but as Americans, we will
get through it and probably be much
stronger because of it.
I am pleased to report that The
Township Road District remained
open and all crew members were on
duty without any illness throughout
the pandemic lockdown. We are
fortunate for that and hopefully
the worst is now behind us. As you
might be aware, May 2020 was the
wettest May in our history, with May
2019 and 2018 taking second and
third in the record books. We had
many occasions where flash flooding
and high winds caused water to
accumulate on the roadways and
trees to fall onto the roads or to
block culverts. Thankfully, things
have significantly calmed down.
In our ongoing effort to keep

at an acceptable level.
The town fund capital
improvement fund stands at
$526,254.02 as of June 10, 2020. We
have not located a suitable site for a
new town hall and cultural center
as of June 30, 2020. We will continue
looking for a site that will be
suitable and cost-justified. Updates
will be given to the community as
we progress.
The town fund and road and
bridge budgets have been reviewed
and approved by the board of
trustees for the coming fiscal year.
The town budget was $1,657,060.32
and the road and bridge budget
was $1,703,743.20. This represents
an increase of $4.0% and 16.0%
respectively.
As we continue to travel down
this road of uncertainty during this
pandemic and economic crisis we
must remain persistent and stay
focused.

water off the roadways, the box
culvert on Stateline Road south
of Burrville Road was among the
many culverts that we have replaced
this year along with ditch work at
various locations. We’ve also restriped all Township roads where
needed.
Our 2020 Road Maintenance
paving projects are currently
progressing, and we are overlaying
approximately 3 miles of roads as
well as patching many locations.
The Danne Road Bridge replacement
project started on May 18th and
is in full swing and on schedule. I
was able to secure federal funding
for most of the $1.3 million dollar
bridge construction costs with our
Township share set at only 10%.
Danne Road between Klemme Road
and Stateline Road remains closed
to thru traffic.
Please be aware of our mowing
crew in the coming weeks and slow
down when approaching ANY road
crew. Also, cell phone use while
driving is hands free only.
If you have any questions
regarding any of The Township
roads in the unincorporated areas, I
can be reached at 708-672-7732 or via
email at arecupito@cretetownship.
com.
Enjoy the summer!

Anthony "Tony" Recupito
Highway Commissioner

Hello Seniors!

T

he events of
the past few
months have been
unbelieveable.
The Township was
unable to hold our
Annual Summer
FRANK ELTON,
TRUSTEE
Picnic due to
COVID-19 but I am happy to report
that our Saint Patrick Luncheon
was a great success. The lunch
was delicious, the band was great
entertainment and our own St Patty
was enjoyed by all.
We were hoping to have a bingo

and hot dog day this summer, but
unfortuantely, we are unable to
proceed due to the current virus.
We are planning to hold our Annual
Christmas Party on December 10,
2020. We will update this information
in our Fall/Winter Newsletter.
Best of health to all of you. We hope
to see you soon!!

Land Use
Development
- John Rzymsk
Plan Commission Chairman

T

wo Community Solar Farm
projects in the Township have

submitted site development plans
and applied for building permits.
The projects are located on the
north side of Goodenow Rd. just
east of the entrance to Goodenow
Grove. The site has recently had
electrical infrastructure upgrades
so that a connection can be made
to existing Commonwealth Edison
power lines. Work is expected to
continue through summer.
A zoning change was requested
and granted by the Will County
Board for a self-service storage
facility. The parcel is located
south of Downtown Crete on Dixie
Highway. The parcel is bounded
by the existing Trak Storage on
the north, the CSX railroad tracks

residence on the south. Additional
landscaping and screening was
added as a condition. The plan is
for 230 units on the 10 acre site
ranging from 100-300 square feet.
There will be no outside storage.
The Will County Forest
Preserve District has recently
acquired two parcels of land in
Crete Township. The Longwood
Country Club golf course located
south of Steger Rd and west of
Longwood Drive along the Indiana
border is now part of the existing
825 acre Plum Valley Ravines.
There are no plans to operate
the parcel as a golf course, but
public access areas and trails
will be added sometime in the
future. A second parcel was added
to the Moeller Woods Preserve,
which is located along Exchange
Street, east of Route 394. The
additional acreage of both parcels
will expand and protect the Plum
Creek Greenway.

to the west and a single family

Update from the Mosquito Task
Force

M

osquito
season is
here. We have
started spraying
for the last month.
We spray when the
weather conditions
are right. We will
JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE
keep track of any
news from the Center for Disease
Control office for West Nile, Zika,
and E3. I will keep in touch with the
surrounding towns on any news
that comes up. Communication is

the best thing.
We have new
lettering on the
truck, which
you can see.
Any questions
now or during
the season
you can call 708-672-8279 for more
information. I will get in touch with
you as soon as I can.

Jim Piacentini

Director of Mosquito Abatement
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From the Crete Township Assessor
“In the midst of chaos, there is also opportunity.” - Sun Tsu

L

ife has been
different
everywhere
throughout these
last few months
including my
office. My staff
and I have been
working from
the safety of our
MARY MARGARET
TAMEZ
homes, handling
ASSESSOR
business with
our taxpayers through social
distancing, and keeping a safe
distance from each other in the
office. I am grateful we are able
to do this, understanding the
importance of our health as well
as yours. During this time I had to

look inward, reflect on what truly
matters, and connect with myself
and my loved ones on a deeper level.
Learning to appreciate the time
and dealing with the unknown is
something that I hope we all have
been able to grow with as humans.
Living most of my life in Crete,
I have grown with the diversity of
my immediate community as well
as our township. I chose to continue
my life and family here knowing
the diversity it brings. We have a
community with many different
variations in age, race, military
experience, gender, sexuality,
political views, and so much more.
We are living through a time in our
country where many of these are

being criticized and some of our
own friends and loved ones have
been tested and pained. With some
needing healing more than others,
I stand with you. You matter. Your
family, friends, and community
matter. As a community, check in
on each other, speak our truths,
and listen with an empathetic ear.
Together we can make a difference.
Stay healthy. Take heart. Take
care of each other. Fear and pain
have been in so much of our life
lately. Let’s let love help us find our
way out.
Enjoy each day,

Mary Margaret Tamez

In accordance with Public Act 101-635, the Will County Supervisor of Assessments Office announces the following:

All qualified 2019 exemptions will be renewed and processed for 2020
• There will be no 2020 renewal forms mailed.
• All recipients of Homestead Exemption for Persons with Disabilities, Standard Homestead Exemption for Veterans with Disabilities, and Senior
Citizen Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption will be automatically renewed and processed without reapplication for levy year 2020.
• As a reminder, the 2020 exemption renewals are for the 2020 levy tax bill, which will be payable in 2021. All exemptions applied for the 2019
assessment year, are reflected on the current 2019 levy tax bill payable in 2020.

Crete Township
Hall Services
Offered

Marriage License Information

• Vote Registration Services
• Temporary Handicap
Placards

• Food Pantry Wednesday from 9AM-12PM
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Do you live on the property, a
named owner on the deed, and it
is your principal residence?
You qualify! This exemption is
added and removed by our office,
there is no form. ALWAYS check
your property tax bill to make
sure you have it if you qualify.

Disabled Person
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You
qualify! Please bring in the proof
of disability or come to the office
to get the form for the doctor to
fill out for the proof and we will
assist you with the exemption
form.

Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and
a named owner on the deed?
You qualify! Bring in your drivers
license or ID for proof of age
and we will assist you in the
application.

Senior Freeze
Exemption

Disabled Veteran

• Notary Service

Office on Site

General Homestead
Exemption

Are you 65 and have a total
household income of less than
$65,000? You qualify! The
income level was increased from
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018
assessment year! Bring in your
federal income tax form or any
forms you would normally take
to have your income taxes done
if you no longer meet the filing
requirements.We will have the
forms in our office after April 1st
and we can assist you in filling out
the form.

Here are just a few of the
services offered by the
Crete Township Hall

• Will County Assessor’s

There are many
exemptions that you
may qualify for!

Marriage Licenses for Will County
may be obtained at the Crete
Township Office, Monday thru
Friday, 9 AM to 3 PM.
Marriage License - $28.00 for
issuing a marriage license.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
MUST BE MARRIED IN WILL COUNTY

CASH ONLY. No personal checks,
debit or credit cards!
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Identification Required to obtain a
Marriage License:
• Current form of I.D (Driver’s
License or State I.D, Passport or
Military ID)
• Divorce papers or death certificate
if other than first marriage.

Are you a Veteran with at least
30% service-connected disability
through the Department of
Veterans Affairs and a named
owner on the deed? You qualify!
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as
well as the proof of disability for
the current year you are applying
for that lists your percentage of
disability and we will assist you in
filling out the form.

708-754-3000
S E R V I N G S T E G E R S I N C E 19 9 8

AUTO SERVICE INC.
T H E R E A S O N A B LY P R I C E D M E C H A N I C S !

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
Hot Slots
and
Sweet Treats

Bakery
Coffee
Wine
Video
Gaming

Hours:
Mon - Thurs 7:00 am - 9:00 pm
Fri 7:00 am - 1:00 am
Sat 8:00 am - 1:00 am
Sun 9:00 am - 9:00 pm

Like us on Facebook:
ChristineMariesSweetVine

3444 Chicago Rd., Steger, Illinois - 708-898-2927

$5

Match Play

Must present coupon
for offer to be valid.

Limit One Coupon Per Person.
Terms and Conditions May Apply.
Coupon expiration Sept 30, 2020.
Must be 21 to Play.

Crete Township
Fire Protection
District
- by Lt. Christopher Moeller

G

3345

reetings fellow Crete Township
residents from the Crete
Township Fire Protection District.
We hope you all have been having
a great start to
your summer.
Have you
ever dreamed
of being a
firefighter? If so,
we want to meet
you! The Crete
Township Fire District is currently
looking for a few Volunteer
firefighters. We will provide all
the training needed for this very
rewarding career. Please contact
708-672-3111 for more
information.
Maybe you
are interested in
purchasing a national
weather service
ONLY
weather alert radio, $20
or a personalized
reflective address

FREE

SMALL COFFEE

Must present coupon
for offer to be valid.

Limit One Coupon Per Person.
Terms and Conditions May Apply.
Coupon expiration Sept 30, 2020.

sign for your mailbox. The Crete
Township Firefighter’s Association
is currently selling these as a
fundraiser to help purchase exercise
equipment for its members. If you
are interested in either one of these,
please call 708-672-3111 for more
information.
In this issue of the Crete
Township Newsletter, I would like
to share some information with you
about solar power for your home.
I am sure some you have heard
or seen something about solar
energy recently. Some of you may
already have this type of renewable
energy installed at your home. The
following will discuss the benefits
and disadvantages to residential
solar energy.
Utilizing the sun to power your
home may be great way to help cut
your electric bill. The main cost
from solar panels comes from the
initial purchase and installation.
Once installed, solar power is
essentially maintenance-free. The
federal government may have tax
incentives to assist homeowners
in purchasing. Solar panels are
typically installed on the roof of
your house. If you happen to have
a larger backyard, they may be
installed on the ground as well.

FOR CARS
TRUCKS & VANS

FO R E I G N AN D DO M ESTI C
• Air Conditioners
• Heaters

• Tune-Ups
• Valve Jobs
• Shocks

• Brakes
• Struts
• Transmissions

• Raidators
• Alternators

• Clutches
• Batteries
• Oil Changes
• Tire Sales & Repair
• CV Drive Axles
• Rack & Pinion

• Engine Replacements • Replacements
• Starters
• Differential Repairs
• Emission Repairs
• Computer Diagnostics

LOCATED JUST WEST,

BEHIND

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
(PREVIOUSLY
SUPERIOR OIL SHOP)
FIND OUR SIGN AT
THE CORNER OF
UNION & 34TH PL.

708-754-3000
34 E. 34TH PL ACE • STEGER | W W W.RPMSAUTO.COM

Once completed, your system
will provide you with renewable
energy for many years. The average
expectancy of a solar system is
about twenty years.
Along with the benefits, there
are several drawbacks that come
with a solar power system as well.
First off, Solar panels are not very
efficient at making reusable energy.
The average efficiency of a solar
panel is only 14 to 25 percent. Solar
energy relies on the sun in order to
produce power. Since a sunny sky
one hundred percent of the time is
not very common, solar energy is
not as reliable as other alternative
energy sources.
The solar panels themselves
may take up a very large area on
your roof or property. Be prepared
for a large portion of your roof to
be covered with the large panels.
Lastly, the initial cost for this
system can be over $11,000.00
depending on government tax
incentives. It may take up twenty
years for you to save on energy costs
over what you spend on the system
itself.
If you are still hesitant to make
the investment or are not sure
if this is right for you, there is a
third option out there, if you want

to take advantage of solar energy
without any investment. Solar
energy farms will let you buy the
energy from them and help pass
the energy savings on to you. By
simply subscribing to one of these
companies, you can lower electric

bill and take advantage of this
renewable energy source. With your
monthly subscription, you can save
up to 20 percent on your monthly
electric bill. You can get more
information on a local solar supplier
on the Internet.
I hope the above information is
beneficial to you. Solar panels on
residential homes is sure to see
a lot of expansion in the years to
come. In fact, in the near future,
Crete Township will have several
commercial solar farms. Thank
you for your time and have a great
summer!
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Crete F-Men
News
- by Aaron DaCorte

CRETE HAUNTED HOUSE —
OCTOBER 23, 24, 31 @ 7 PM
The 31st annual Nightmare in Crete
Haunted House returns for your
annual dose of frightful fun! In the

T

he Crete F-Men would like to
thank our community partners

for your continued support of our
organization. Thank you to all the
local businesses and members of
the community for your financial
support and assistance to make our
events possible! Although we had
to make some changes to our event
this year, we had great weather and
a fantastic response for our annual
Easter Egg Hunt! Thank you for
attending, and we hope to see you

summer of 1847, Cecil F. Mancy’s
macabre killing spree terrorized
the residents of Crete, IL. This
Halloween, relive those terrors as
you traverse the halls of one of Will
County’s oldest buildings. Volunteers
are always needed. Please contact
Aaron at (708) 363-1332 for more
information.
FAMILY FUN FEST — OCTOBER 24
Families are invited to attend our
annual Fun Fest at Nightmare in

all again at our next event!

Crete Haunted House on October

FAMILY HALLOWEEN MOVIE

0-12 are invited to trick or treat with

NIGHT - SEPTEMBER 26
The Crete F-Men will return this
fall with some Spooky-Spectacular
events! On September 26 we will
host our 4th annual Family Movie
Night at Nightmare in Crete
Haunted House! Come out for a
FREE family-friendly double feature
of Halloween favorites on the big
screen starting at 7 PM. ALSO! We’ll
have a REAL LIFE GHOSTBUSTER
at the event for you to meet and
take pictures with! Warm-up by the
bonfire, have a jump in the bounce
house, and bring a lawn chair and
blanket for lawn seating! Alcohol
and smoking is prohibited. More
info can be found on our Nightmare

24h from 2 PM - 4 PM. Children ages
the monsters and enjoy tons of FREE
candy, prizes, face painting, bounce
house, and more! Adult supervision
required.
CRETE GUN CLUB
The Crete Gun Club meets at
the Crete F-Men Hall (1962 West
Exchange St. Crete) on the first
Monday of every month at 7 PM. The
public is always welcome to attend as
we discuss firearm safety, legislation,
skill development, and shooting
events. We’re always looking for new
members! Club sponsored concealed
carry classes are also available. For
more information, please contact
Howard at (708) 279-7131

in Crete Haunted House Facebook
page.

Give your eyes the
care they deserve

Schedule
your diabetic
eye exam
today!
Yearly exams are
important to monitor
vision changes related
to diabetes

Dr. Paul A Veld

1080 E Exchange St
Crete, IL 60417
Next to Walt's
(708)672-3937
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Crete Woman’s
Club 2020-21
Calendar Year
Launches in
September

I

n September the Crete Woman’s Club
will begin its new year after serving
Crete and nearby communities for 118
years. It is hard to predict what the
Club’s New Year will look like, but rest
assured we will continue to serve by
supporting the schools, by providing
scholarships and
by donating to
projects which
help those in
need.
We wish to
congratulate
the new Club
President, Becca
- Becca Wolfe, President
Wolfe, a long
time Crete resident. The treasurer
for the 20-21 year will be another
Crete resident, Midge Koza. Both are
retired nurses who are well known
as volunteers in the community.
Returning officers are Chris McFadden,

1st VP from St.
John, 2’ VP, Donna
Swanstrom from
Crete, Maureen
Faletti, Treasurer
from Crete,
Judy Papaleo,
Recording
Secretary, from
- Midge Koza, Treasurer
Crete, and Renee
Normoyle, Corresponding Secretary
from Monee.
The CWC plans to continue giving
to the community, despite our decision
to cancel our
most successful
fundraiser, the
Garden Walk, this
year. We hope to
revive fundraising
events like the
December cookie
sale, Forks and
corks, and the
- Karen Hysell (L), Pat
Golata (R), Garden Walk 2021 Garden Walk
Chairs
when it is safe
to do so. If you would like to help us
help others, we welcome donations.
We appreciate your gifts and use them
responsibly. If you wish to contribute
mail your donation to Crete Woman’s
Club, PO Box 104, Crete, Illinois 60417.

Crete Creative
Art Gallery
- by Phyllis Monks

C

rete’s Art Gallery with fantastic
art is open for everyone. We
welcome people to stop by our
space in the 1899 historic home
at 1304 Main Street from 10am to
noon every Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. We hope our open times
will increase as the virus subsides.
The Gallery is showing the art of
Ginny Raftery, an award-winning
artist from Beecher, through

August 1. More well-known artists
are scheduled in the Fall, including
Didier Nolet, a French American
Chicago artist who creates large,
sweeping landscape paintings. He is
followed by the art of Jeff Stevenson,
the Director and Curator of the
Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park and
Visual Arts Gallery at Governors
State University.
Of course, our Gallery will hold
its 4th Annual Regional Showcase
beginning November 27th with art
by local artists in Crete and nearby
communities. JOIN US FOR ALL
THESE ART SHOWS!

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 2009
Mon-Fri. 6am - 9pm
Saturday 7am - 6pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

COFFEEHOUSE
& ROASTING COMPANY

RECEIVE
$1.00 OFF
ANY DRINK

with this ad and cannot be used with
any other discount.

1366 Main Street
Crete, IL 60417
708-279-7211
Like us on Facebook:
The Edge Coffeehouse and Roasting Company
Mission Statement: Our mission is to promote the gospel of
Jesus Christ in an open, friendly and non-threatening
environment. The Edge welcome the entire community.
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Crete Woman’s
Club Awards
Scholarships

All-Conference as well as team

T

Preserve. She excelled academically

he Crete Woman’s Club is
proud to announce the 2020

Crete-Monee High School College
Scholarship winners. Receiving
a $2000 Academic Scholarship
is Zoe Koehl, Crete, who will be
attending the Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago, majoring in

a member of the wrestling team,

captain. Zoe served the community

and the Marching Band. In his

as a youth leader, and volunteer

application, Caden wrote, “As a cadet

for the Crete Park District, Crete

with the Crete Fire Department

Library, and Will County Forest

I have not only grown to love my
desired profession but also found a

as a student who was on the honor

desire to pursue my education in the

roll, a member of National Honor

field.”

Society, and an Illinois State Scholar.
In her essay, Zoe wrote that as a
past Crete Woman’s Club Summer
Camp Scholarship winner she
attended camp at Illinois Tech. “This
experience, in particular, helped me
to realize that pursuing a career in
architecture was the right choice.”
The second $2000 Academic
Scholarship recipient is Chloe Quin,
of Crete, who will attend Augustana
College in Rock Island, Illinois
as a biology major with a preveterinary emphasis. She worked as
a veterinary assistant at Plum Creek
Regional Medical Center. While
attending Crete-Monee High School,
Chloe was a member of the Concert,
Marching, and Pep Bands, a member
of the Math Team, Science Club, and
a peer tutor. She also volunteered
at South Suburban Humane Society
and PAWS. Chloe distinguished

- Zoe Koehl

architecture. She was very involved
in school activities as an AllConference varsity soccer player,
Math Team captain and two-time
state qualifier, and Scholastic Bowl

Crete Pantry
- by Donna Allen

T

he Crete Pantry has been
operating in a slightly different
manner during this pandemic crisis.
Any person coming to the Pantry
is able to receive food. The Board,
together with Township Supervisor
Michael Liccar, felt the need in
our area was real and we needed
to address it immediately. This
has been an interesting time as we
wanted our volunteers to be safe
along with those seeking help. Our
organization has been in operation
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herself academically being on the
high honor roll for all four years,
as a member of the National Honor
Society, and an Illinois State Scholar.
Also a past Crete Woman’s Club

for over 45 years and we wanted to
continue at this time of unusual
circumstances. With our usual
operation, clients of the Pantry must
reside in Crete Township. We hope
to return to our usual procedure in
August or September.
We have had many volunteers
during this pandemic which has
allowed us to keep operating at a
safe level. Thank you to all! Crete
Pantry is a 501C-3 organization and
is tax-exempt. Any donations may
be sent to Crete Pantry, 1367 Wood
Street, Crete, Illinois 60417.
An organization, such as the
Pantry, allows individuals and
groups to support those neighbors
who may be going through a difficult
time. All monies are spent on direct
aid to those in need. We have no paid
personnel — volunteers ARE the
organization!

CRETE TOWNSHIP NEWS // SUMMER 2020

- Chloe Quin

Summer Camp Scholarship recipient
wrote, “While I initially fell in love
with veterinary medicine due to my
passion and love of animals, I have
a drive to tackle any challenges that
come my way...
Caden Ordanas, Crete, has been

- Caden Ordanas

The members of Crete Woman’s

awarded the $1500 Technical Trade

Club wish these students much-

Scholarship. He will be attending

continued success as they continue

Illinois Fire Service Academy, at

their educations.

the University of Illinois in Urbana,

Peyton Budlove, of Crete,

Illinois, with an interest in fire

received a $350 Junior High Camp

science and emergency medical

Scholarship. He will be attending

services. Caden has worked as a

Football Camp in Manteno. Peyton

Crete Park District lifeguard and

attends Illinois Lutheran School

swim instructor. He volunteers

where he is in band and on the

with the Crete Fire Department,

wrestling team. Football is his

and at First Presbyterian Church

passion. The Woman’s Club hopes

of Chicago Heights. While at

he will enjoy his summer camp

Crete-Monee High School, he was

experience.

Crete Country
Christmas Still
Being Decided

sanitation.
This is a particularly difficult task
to overcome for a community-wide
event like Crete Country Christmas,
which focuses on public involvement
including children and families.
Safety is the number one concern.
The Planning Committee will
be meeting soon to determine if it
is viable at all. We will keep you
posted.

- by Michael J. Liccar

T

he Crete Country Christmas
tradition, which would be in its
28th year, is still being considered
for the first Saturday in December
provided that it can effectively
operate in compliance with all
Illinois State COVID-19 safety
guidelines. The Crete Country
Christmas Committee met on June
30th to discuss the feasibility of
continuing the tradition for 2020 in
light of the severe restrictions under
the Governor’s Executive Orders
as well as Illinois Department of
Public Health guidelines regarding
social distancing, facemasks and

Terry Lamastus
Financial Representative
Steger, IL 60475-1064

(708)754-5900
Commercial insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance
Company®, Bloomington, IL.
0415-532-01HC_B

CRETE TOWNSHIP NEWS // SUMMER 2020

9

Historic
Balmoral Park
Sold To Crete
Sports Ventures
LLC

NEW TO WILL COUNTY

- by Michael J. Liccar

T

he historic Balmoral Park
property, originally built in

1926 by Colonel Matt Wynn, the
Manager of Churchill Downs, has
recently been sold to Crete Sports
Ventures LLC.
Most recently, the property had
been owned by HITS, Inc. which
produces international hunter/
jumper horse shows on a nationwide basis.
Crete Sports Ventures, LLC,
based in Homewood Illinois,
intends to operate a water park,
expo center, event space and sports

Will County Senior
Services
Beecher Satellite Office
Washington Township
30200 Town Center Road
Beecher, IL 60401

Gina Morales
Care Coordinator

Tuesday 8AM to 4PM
To Schedule an Appointment

Call: 815-740-4225

fields.

Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care

549 1st Street
Crete, IL 60417
10
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708.672.7171

cretelumber.doitbest.com

#CRETETOWNSHIPSTRONG

Crete Township Businesses
OPENFOR BUSINESS

Crete Lumber & Supply Co. The Finishing Touch Florist

CRETE FUNERAL HOMES
1182 Main Street, Crete, Illinois

Kerr-Parzygnot Funeral Home
540 Dixie Hwy, Chicago Heights, IL
(708) 754-0016

(708) 672-7600

Monee Funeral Home
5450 Wilson, Monee, IL
(708) 534-0016

Steger Funeral Home

125 E. Steger Road, Steger, IL
(708) 755-3400

Beecher Funeral Home
602 Dixie Hwy., Beecher, IL
(708) 946-6000

Grant Park Funeral Home
309 Dixie Hwy., Grant Park, IL
(815) 466-0677

Family Owned Since 1891

549 First Street
Crete, IL 60417
708-672-7171
Monday - Friday: 7:30AM- 5:00PM
Saturday: 7:30AM- 2:00PM

563 WExchange Street
Crete, IL 60417
708-672-9520
Monday - Friday: 9:00AM- 5:00PM
Saturday: 9:00AM- 1:00PM

Veld Vision Center

Walts Food Center

1080 E Exchange Street
Crete, IL 60417
708-672-3937
Monday: 12:00PM- 7:00PM
Tuesday: 12:00PM- 5:00PM
Wednesday: 9:00AM- 5:00PM
Thursday: 12:00PM- 6:30PM
Friday: 12:00PM- 5:00PM
Saturday: 9:00AM- 1:00PM
*appointments required*

Old Plank Trail
Community Bank
(lobby closed)

700 WExchange Street
Crete, IL 60417
Monday - Friday: 9:00AM- 5:00PM
Saturday: 9:00AM- 1:00PM

1100 E Exchange Street
Crete, IL 60417
Monday - Sunday: 7:00AM- 8:00AM
(senior shopping)
Monday - Sunday: 8:00AM- 7:00PM

RPM’S AUTOSERVICE

34 East 34th Place
Steger, IL 60475
708-754-3000
Monday - Friday: 8:00AM- 5:00PM
Saturday: 8:00AM- 12:00PM

t
r
o
p
p
u
S
Local!
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PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

ECRWSS
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER
CRETE, IL 60417

R E S T A U R A N T

Call Now 708.755.6200

37 E. 34th Street, Steger, IL 60475

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
SUNDAY 2PM - 8PM

Video Gaming, L I V E

CRETE TOWNSHIP
1367 WOOD STREET, CRETE, IL 60417

Crete Township Newsletter is circulated to all residents and businesses in Crete Township, reaching all of Crete,
as well as those in Steger/Beecher that are in Crete Township.
Comments or questions can be directed to: Crete Township Office (708) 672-8279
We welcome you to also visit our website: www.cretetownship.com
To place an ad with Crete Township, please contact Pam at (708) 672-8279,
administrator@cretetownship.com

E N T E RTA I N M E N T M A N Y EV E N I N GS

USA TRIVIA ANSWERS
1.) Harry S. Truman
2.) Herbert Hoover
3.) Ulysses S. Grant
4.) William Henry Harrisondied just 32 days
after he took the oath of office.

F A M I L Y

PAID

PERMIT NO. 31
CRETE, IL 60417

3333 Chicago Road, Steger, IL 60475
In the K-Mart Plaza

Employee Benefits
Medicare Supplements
ACA Enrollment Center
CMS Certified
Call us today and we'll send you
a $10 gift card for your time!

708.754.5300
Innovative solutions for
diverse needs

