
FROM THE SUPERVISOR MICHAEL J.  LIC CAR
“Autumn leaves don’t fall, they fly. They take their time and wander on this their only chance to soar”

-  Delia  Owens

Well, we’ve had a setback in the 
battle against COVID-19.  In 

August, Governor Pritzker re-issued 
the statewide indoor mask mandate 
in response to the rapid rise in 
hospitalizations due to the highly 
contagious Delta variant of the 
disease.  However, COVID numbers 
in Illinois are now improving and 
vaccinations against the disease 
are plentiful and free for many age 
groups.  According to the US Center 
for Disease Control (the “CDC”) 
the existing vaccines are “highly 
effective, including against the Delta 
variant”.  Let’s all keep vigilant in 
fighting and defeating this pandemic 
     Some quick updates: 
TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER 
     As reported further in this edition, 
the Crete Township electors voted 
in favor authorizing the Township 
Board to purchase the property 

on 722 W Exchange Street for the 
purpose of it becoming the new Crete 
Township Community Center and 
Campus. 
     Crete Township has entered a 
contact to purchase the property, 
which includes the Crete Center 
building, 10 storage units and 
approximately 4 acres of land.  The 
purchase cost can be handled with 
existing funds which were saved 
over time in the Township’s Capital 
Improvement Fund without incurring 
any debt nor raising taxes. 
     Final legal arrangements are 
being completed for closing on the 
property. 
TOWNSHIP PARATRANSIT 
SERVICES 
     We are continuing to see a gradual 
uptick in ridership for our Paratransit 
services since the beginning of the 
pandemic last year.  Though below 

historic norms, average monthly 
rides have risen about 50% to around 
190 for the 3 months ending May 2021 
as opposed to 126 for the comparable 
period last year.  
TOWNSHIP LIAISON WITH WILL 
COUNTY LAND USE 
     The Township Liaison program 
with Will County Land Use continues 
to make progress with 18 cases 
addressed to Will County Land Use 
thus far.  Of those, 12 cases have 
been resolved.  The Township works 
directly with Township residents 
and Will County Land Use agents to 
report and assist in resolving building 
and property code violations. 
SENIOR EVENTS 
     Under the direction of Trustee 
Frank Elton, Crete Township 
resumed its traditional Senior Picnic 
at Crete Park on July 30th which 
included grilled sandwiches, ice 
cream, entertainment and prizes.  
The event was well attended and a 
huge success which was enjoyed by 
all. 
YOUTH SERVICES 
     Lead by Trustee Cheryl Albrecht, 
Crete Township was a proud co-
sponsor of the Annual Acorn Fest in 
September along with the Crete Park 
District.  At the Fest, the Township 
operated a Fun Fair for the children 
with many activities and prizes.  It 
was a huge success. 
MOSQUITO ABATEMENT 
     Township mosquito spraying 
season is winding down.  Kudos to 
Trustee Jim Piacentini for managing 
the program and Bob Walters who 
operates the spray truck for another 
successful season in keeping the 
mosquito population down. 

MARRIAGE LICENSES 
     Crete Township issues marriage 
licenses at the Town Hall under 
the direction of Deputy Clerk Patty 
Hanus.  A positive development 
reflecting some receding of the 
pandemic is the increase in marriage 
licenses issued.  For the eight months 
ending August, 147 marriage licenses 
were issued by the Township versus 
57 for the same period last year or 
a 158% increase.  Congratulations 
and best wishes to our Township 
newlyweds! 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE 
     The Township Board approved 
entering into a contract with the 
non-profit South Suburban Special 
Recreation Association (https://
sssra.org/) to provide recreational 
and educational activities for our 
Township residents with disabilities 
and special needs. 
CRETE COUNTRY CHRISTMAS 
     Crete Country Christmas is back 
and will be held December 3-5.  After 
being curtailed last year during the 
pandemic, it is returning with lots of 
fun and activities for the entire family 
that you won’t want to miss.  More 
information is included in this edition 
of the newsletter. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact 
us if you should have questions or if 
we can be of service. 
 
Wishing you and your family a safe 
and healthy Autumn season!
 

Michael J. Liccar 
Supervisor 
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com
708.672.8279

https://sssra.org/
https://sssra.org/
mailto:michael.liccar@cretetownship.com


Proper 
care of 

the Township 
Hall is critical 
to providing 
a safe 
environment 
for everyone, 
employees and 
residents alike. 

With Winter upon us, we once 
again have snow removal contracts 
in place to maintain the Township 
Hall parking lot and sidewalks. 
Our janitorial service is doing 
an outstanding job with routine 
thorough cleaning and sanitation 
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We stay on top of everything even 
during the off season. Things 
change every day. The phone line 
is open year round if anyone has 
questions 
regarding 
the mosquito 
program. You 
can call Town 
Hall at 708-
672-8279, leave 
your name and 

number and I will return your call.

     Jim Piacentini 
Director of Mosquito Abatement

On July 
30th, 

a beautiful 
summer 
day, Crete 
Township 
held our 
annual senior 
appreciation 
picnic.  The 
food was 
prepared 

on site by Jimbooo’s Catering 
consisting of hot dogs, brats, 
cajun sausage, Italian sausage, 
hamburgers and chicken breast 
with sides of baked beans, 
cucumber salad, roasted potatoes 
and Hawaiian salad. For dessert 
Ice Cream Sundaes were made to 
order by Cone Cottage. Everything 
was delicious. 
     “Those Little People” made 
an appearance entertaining the 

News From The Clerk Happy Halloween!

Hello Seniors!

It has been 
a very nice 

summer 
till the heat 
arrived in 
August. The 
clerk and 
deputy clerk 
Hanus did 
complete the 

Deputy Registrar class to become 
a certified person to perform all 
the duties and responsibilities of 
Deputy Registrar. Clerk Buiter 
did publish and delivered the 

Crete 
Township 

Youth Services 
has had a 
great start 
this fall with 
sponsoring the 
kid’s activities 
at Crete Park’s 
Acorn Fest on 
September 

18th. I was joined by our Township 
Collector, Laura Elton and many 
volunteers to run “Fun Fair” games 
for kids of all ages. We had over 150 

JIM BUITER,
TOWNSHIP CLERK

CHERYL ALBRECHT,
TRUSTEE

FRANK ELTON,
TRUSTEE

JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE

BOB HODGE,
TRUSTEE

2021-2022 Budgets for the Town 
Fund and Road and Bridge Fund 
to Clerk’s office in Joliet, IL. We 
completed the bid proposal for the 
annual maintenance and pavement 
contract for Crete Township. 
The Clerk’s Office did participate 
in handing out school supplies 
with the Township Collector, 
Laura Elton at the beginning of 
August before everyone goes back 
to school. If any questions and 
concerns, Jim Buiter, the clerk can 
always be reached at the township 
offices. 

children play our games! 
     Our next activity will be Crete 
Park’s Trick Or Treat Trail. We 
will end the year with a joint effort 
with Angels on Assignment to hold 
a New Toy Drive from December 
1st till December 12th. The toys 
will be distributed to kids in 
Crete Township!  If you have any 
questions please Contact Cheryl 
Albrecht, 809-672-1500. 

Cheryl Albrecht 
Trustee  

From the Building and Grounds 
Committee

of all areas of the Township Hall. 
     As COVID-19 continues, we are 
adhering to all guidelines from the 
CDC, state and local public health 
officials, as well as guidance from 
the Township Officials of Illinois 
(TOI). We are in constant contact 
with TOI to safely navigate all 
mandates and recommendations, 
ensuring compliance with 
COVID-19 safety practices. 
     Please remember, face masks 
and social distancing continue to 
be required for anyone entering the 
building. We hope you have a safe 
and healthy holiday season. 

guests with songs, skits, and 
dancing.  The Country Proud Band 
followed with their original sound 
and inspired dancing in the crowd.  
A good time was had by all and 
Trustee Elton would like to thank 
all the volunteers and everyone 
that attended. We are hoping that 
next year the picnic will be at our 
new location! 
     This year we are planning to 
have the Annual Senior Christmas 
Party on Thursday, December 9 
at Lincolnshire Country Club.  
We will be taking reservations 
beginning Monday, November 1st.  
Call Crete Township at 708-672-
8279, option 1.
 
God Bless you all, 

Frank "Bambino" Elton 
Trustee

Update from the Mosquito Task 
Force

From the 
desk of 

mosquito 
task force. 
Mosquito 
season is 
coming to 
an end. It 
was a good 
season with 

very limited cases of West Nile 
, Zika and E3 Viruses. With us 
spraying it cuts down the amount of 
mosquito’s out there. Thank you to 
the residents that reached out to me 
with questions about the program. 
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Welcome 
fall 

and look out 
winter, here 
we come. Our 
crews have 
been busy 
all summer 
attending to 
the normal 
maintenance 
that they 
perform on a 

regular basis and are getting ready 
to transition to our winter work. 
     As far as what we’ve been 
working on this summer, the 
intersection widening and traffic 
signal installation at Stateline 
Road and Exchange Street/ 101st 
avenue is in progress and is 
expected to be completed with 
traffic signals operational by 
winter. These improvements 
will make a huge difference in 
increasing safety when driving 
through this area. Our crews have 
also replaced dozens of driveway 
and road culvert pipes, cleaned 
many ditches, performed roadside 

ANTHONY “TONY” 
RECUPITO,  
HIGHWAY  
COMMISSIONER

News from the Highway Commissioner
mowing and cut trees and branches 
where necessary. This year we have 
recycled 86 tires that were dumped 
along our roadways and repaired 
or replaced numerous signs 
throughout The Township. Also, 
at the time of the writing of this 
article, our 2021 pavement project 
is in progress which includes 
asphalt paving of approximately 
3 ½ miles of roads and shoulder 
patching at various locations. 
     I would like to take this time 
to clarify the procedures that 
our plow truck drivers take when 
plowing and salting the roadways 
and what you can do to assist them. 
First and foremost, the snowplows 
remove the snow from the roads 
by means of pushing it, not by 
picking it up. This means the snow 
is pushed to the sides of the road 
and some will invariably end up 
in all driveways. When plowing 
your driveway, please do not leave 
the snow piles in the street as it 
can become a hazard. Second, it is 
important that any obstructions be 
removed from the roadway prior to 
snow plowing. This is imperative 

for two reasons: quicker passes, 
and the prevention of damage to 
private property and township 
vehicles. Obstructions can range 
anywhere from garbage and 
recycling bins to parked vehicles, 
trailers, and basketball hoops. 
Third, there is a 2” snowplow 
ordinance in effect. All vehicles are 
required to be off the roads until 
they are plowed. Finally, please 
stay back from all plow trucks 
and do not follow too closely as 
our drivers have a lot of things 
to contend with while plowing. 
Having a driver following too close 
presents an inherent danger to our 
drivers and yourself. 
     If you have any questions or 
concerns about our Township roads 
located in the unincorporated 
areas, I can be reached at 672-
7732 or via email at arecupito@
cretetownship.com. 
 
That’s it for now. Let’s hope for a 
safe winter and a great 2022! 

Anthony "Tony" Recupito 
Highway Commissioner

Marriage Licenses for Will County 
may be obtained at the Crete 
Township Office, Monday thru 
Friday, 9 AM to 3 PM.  
    

MARRIAGE LICENSE INFORMATION CRETE TOWNSHIP HALL SERVICES
Marriage License - $28.00 for 
issuing a marriage license. 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
MUST BE MARRIED IN WILL COUNTY 
CASH ONLY. No personal checks, 
debit or credit cards! 
Identification Required to obtain a 
Marriage License:
• Current form of I.D (Driver’s 
License or State I.D, Passport or 
Military ID)
• Divorce papers or death 
certificate if other than first 
marriage.

Here are just a few of the services offered by the Crete 

Township Hall  

• Vote Registration Services

• Temporary Handicap Placards

• Notary Service 

• Will County Assessor’s Office on Site

• Food Pantry - 

Wednesday 

from 9AM-11AM 

mailto:arecupito@cretetownship.com
mailto:arecupito@cretetownship.com
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 General Homestead 
Exemption
Do you live on the property, a 
named owner on the deed, and it 
is your principal residence? 
You qualify! This exemption is 
added and removed by our office, 
there is no form.  ALWAYS check 
your property tax bill to make 
sure you have it if you qualify. 
 
Disabled Person 
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You 
qualify! Please bring in the proof 
of disability or come to the office 
to get the form for the doctor to 
fill out for the proof and we will 
assist you with the exemption 
form. 
 
Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and 
a named owner on the deed? 
You qualify! Bring in your drivers 
license or ID for proof of age 
and we will assist you in the 
application.
 
Senior Freeze 
Exemption
Are you 65 and have a total 
household income of less than 
$65,000? You qualify! The 
income level was increased from 
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018 
assessment year! Bring in your 
federal income tax form or any 
forms you would normally take 
to have your income taxes done 
if you no longer meet the filing 
requirements. We will have the 
forms in our office after April 1st 
and we can assist you in filling out 
the form.  
 
Disabled Veteran
Are you a Veteran with at least 
30% service-connected disability 
through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and a named 
owner on the deed? You qualify! 
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as 
well as the proof of disability for 
the current year you are applying 
for that lists your percentage of 
disability and we will assist you in 
filling out the form.

There are many 
exemptions that you 
may qualify for!

The life of a 
property tax 

bill has many 
components 
that constantly 
change. When 
people think of 
their tax bill, 
they think of the 
Assessor’s Office, 
and we are just 

the start! Let’s walk through the 
property tax cycle and realize the 
input YOU have on your bill!  
     To start, homeowners drive the 
change in the market through the 
sales of the properties in specific 
areas. The Crete Township market 
is soaring! Our office tracks all the 
sales to determine the change in 
the market. These sales are used to 
find a per square foot value for the 
specific area we are assessing. The 
following must be met to determine 
its impact on the market value of 
your property: 
• Look into sales in specific 
subdivisions.  
• The sales must have a willing 
seller and a willing and informed 
buyer. 
• The sales should be under usual 
and ordinary circumstances.  
• On the open market for a 
reasonable period of time. 
     Once the price per square 
foot has been determined in a 

subdivision or area, we place 
value on the property. YOU as the 
homeowner can appeal this value 
annually. The starting point of 
this process is to speak with our 
office. However, if there is not 
an agreement, you then would 
appeal to the Will County Board 
of Review. Keep in mind, we look 
at the assessment for the whole 
neighborhood, YOU can then 
draw these values in to your home 
individually. After appeals, the 
assessors values are finalized by the 
Will County Board of Review. 
     Next step, Exemptions. 
Exemptions are applied for and are 
responsibility of the homeowner! 
Let’s Celebrate! We can celebrate 
your 65th birthday with the senior 
exemption! Did you purchase a 
new home? Let’s celebrate with the 
homestead exemption! Spruced up 
the home with additional amenities 
and updates to your property? 
How about a home improvement 
exemption. Are you an honorable 
service member that may qualify 
for disabled veteran’s exemption or 
need assistance with your tax bill 
due to a disability? Let us help you 
with the disability exemption. 
     Our office is always available to 
help fill out the exemption forms. 
The exemptions are ultimately 
approved at the Will County 
Supervisors Office.  

     Next, comes the taxing districts! 
The taxing districts set the tax rate. 
These entities consist of the school 
district, park district, police & fire, 
municipalities, and other entities 
that levy dollars according to how 
much money they need to operate. 
Many of the members of these 
entities are elected by YOU. This 
rate is calculated by the Will County 
Clerk. Below is an example of a 2019 
and 2020 tax rate with all the taxing 
bodies. 
     The next step is done at the Will 
County Treasurers Office! They 
will calculate, mail, and collect 
the funds to disperse to the taxing 
bodies. This brings together the 
assessment, exemptions applied for, 
tax rate, and collection of funds. 
Guess what? The town you live in is 
funded by YOU! 
     I have found through my years in 
this field, listening to the concern 
of the taxpayer is the first step. 
The second step comes from YOU, 
understanding the process. Starting 
with the market crash to the surge 
of the increase in value; is from 
the market, and your position is to 
make sure it is fair. We have made 
lots of progress through the years 
and look forward to the continued 
change together with YOU!  

Mary Margaret Tamez 
Crete Township Assessor

“Progress is a nice word. But change is a motivator. And change has its 
enemies.” - Robert Kennedy

From the Crete Township Assessor

MARY MARGARET 
TAMEZ 
ASSESSOR

 



hesitant about Charles’ career 

change as a glass artist.  However, 

Charles forged ahead with his 

vision.  Working initially from his 

backyard studio, Charles and his 

sons eventually built a glassworks 

located on 177th Street in Lansing 

in 1985. 

     As his reputation as a glass artist 

and glass chemist grew to a nation-

wide following, Charles and his 

FALL & WINTER 2021 // CRETE TOWNSHIP NEWS         5

Legendary glass artist and 

former Crete Township 

resident and entrepreneur, Charles 

Lotton passed away on September 

17, 2021. 

     Born in a humble one-room 

cabin in Elizabethtown, Illinois 

and serving in the United States 

Air Force, he began his career as 

a hairstylist and opened his own 

salon in Dolton which he operated 

for 13 years. 

     In 1965, a friend and customer 

brought in samples of her Carnival 

glass collection which piqued 

Charles ‘interest in art glass. 

     In Summer 1970, Charles, along 

with his then ten-year-old son 

David as his assistant, built a 12’ 

x 20’ art glass studio behind his 

house in Sauk Village.  At the time, 

family members and friends were 

In Memory 
of Charles G. 
Lotton
- by Michael J. Liccar

CHARLES G. LOTTON
1936-2011

 

family eventually established the 

current Lotton Art Glass Gallery & 

Studios at 24760 S. Country Lane in 

Crete in 1997.  Through the years, 

the Lotton art glass business has 

included not only Charles, but 

other family members, including 

his wife Mary, his children, David, 

Daniel, John and Rachel and now, 

his grandchildren, Robert Lagestee 

and Timothy Lotton. 

     Today, high-quality Lotton 

art glass, including the works 

of Charles and sons David and 

Daniel, are on display in thousands 

of private art collections and 

museums throughout the country, 

including the Art Institute of 

Chicago, the Smithsonian Institute, 

The Corning Museum of Glass and 

the Chrysler Museum. 

     Beyond his great success as a 

world-class glass artist, Charles 

was deeply devoted to his family.  

He believed that God had called 

him to the vocation of glass artist 

and served as a Deacon and Elder 

in the Christian Reformed Church.  
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PROPOSED PURCHASE & 
FUNDING 

During a Special Town Meeting 
on June 29th, the Crete Township 
electors voted 44 to 9 in favor 
authorizing the Township Board to 
purchase and improve the property 
located at 722 W. Exchange Street.  
The property will become the 
location of the new Crete Township 
Community Center and Campus 
     On July 6th, the Township Board 
passed a resolution to authorize 
Supervisor Liccar and Clerk Buiter 
to acquire and make improvements 
to the property for an amount not 
to exceed the funds the Township 
currently has in Town Fund savings 
and without imposing any new or 
higher taxes for the purchase and 
improvements. 
     The Township subsequently 

The Crete F-Men would like to 
thank our community partners 

for your continued support of our 
organization. Thank you to all the 
local businesses and members of 
the community for your financial 
support and assistance to make 
our events possible!  Our Summer 
movie nights and Fall Family Movie 
Night were well received with free 
popcorn donated by Old Plank Trail 
Bank. 
CRETE GUN CLUB TECC COURSE 
(LEVEL 1) - OCTOBER 5 
     As gun owners, we prepare for 
the worst. But are you prepared 
for a medical emergency while 
defending yourself or others?  The 
Crete Gun Club will be hosting 
a series of Tactical Emergency 
Casualty Care classes beginning 
with Level 1 on October 5th at 
7PM - 9PM. In this first course, 
we’ll be learning about extremity 
wounds, blood loss, and tourniquet 

entered into a contract with the 
owner, Crete Center, Inc., to 
purchase the property for $550,000.  
The property includes the existing 
Crete Center building, 2 parking 
lots and 10 storage units, all of 
which is located on approximately 
4 acres of land.  The purchase is 
subject to the customary covenants 
regarding inspection, good title and 
the like 
     The Township has adequate 
savings in its Capital Improvement 
Fund, which was formally 
established in 2018 for this purpose, 
to purchase the property for cash 
with no need to borrow or to raise 
taxes. 
CRETE CENTER BUILDING 
     The existing Crete Center 
building is currently leased.  The  
Township plans to honor the 

existing lease agreements and 
will offer to extend the leases.  
Some of the existing tenants may 
actually complement the proposed 
community activities and will be 
invited to continue their leases on a 
long-term basis. This gives adequate 
time for the existing tenants and 
also provides the Township with 
time to properly plan and save for 
development and improvements to 
the property. 
     The Crete Center building is 
about 5,200 square feet which is 
larger than the current Town Hall 
building which is approximately 
4,600 square feet. 
     The current Town Hall at 1367 
Wood Street, which houses the 
Township Offices, Assessor’s Office, 
Crete Food Pantry and meeting 
rooms would continue in operation 
for now.  The Crete Center building 
would eventually be converted into 
the Township Community Center 
dedicated to Senior, Youth and 
Family programs. 
FUTURE PLANNING 
     Planned activities for the new 
Community Center include social 
& civic clubs, games and indoor 
sports, competitions, fitness and 
group activities, music, educational 
and cultural venues and civic 
opportunities.  If permissible, the 
Township would like to construct 
an outdoor band shell for local 
concerts and theatrical productions. 
     The Town Board approved the 
establishment of a new Crete 
Township “Ambassador” program 

Crete Township Moves Forward 
On New Community Center 
Property

Crete F-Men 
News

- by Michael J. Liccar

- by Aaron DaCorte

for those interested in becoming a 
volunteer at the Center. 
     Future development of the 
property would be accomplished in 
phases as Township finances and 
needs allow.  Eventually, it is hoped 
that the Township could sell the 
existing Town Hall and move its 
operations, the Crete Food Pantry 
and meeting rooms to the new 
campus site. 
     In 2019, the Township Board 
established its Community Center 
Planning Committee which is 
comprised of local non-profit, civic 
and governmental organizations.  
Current groups represented 
include: Angels on Assignment, 
Crete Food Pantry, Crete Bulldogs, 
Crete Area Youth Baseball Softball 
Association, Crete Woman’s Club, 
Crete Chamber of Commerce, 
Crete Country Christmas, Crete 
Creative Gallery & School, Crete 
Library, Crete Park District, Crete 
Historical Society, Crete-Monee 
School District 201-U, Crete Rural 
Park District, Crete Township Fire 
Protection District, Steger Chamber 
of Commerce, Steger School District 
194, Village of Crete and the Village 
of Steger.  The Planning Committee 
is expected to meet again soon 
after the purchase of the property 
is completed.  Formal planning for 
developing the property will then be 
forthcoming. 
     The Township has engaged the 
Linden Group, as its Architects/
Planners and Ancel Glink as its legal 
counsel.

application. The cost of this course 
is $30 (for gun club members) and 
$50 (non-members) and will include 
a FREE C.A.T. 7 tourniquet. After a 
brief power point presentation, we’ll 
concentrate on self application and 
buddy application of the C.A.T. 7 
tourniquet.  
     The C.A.T. 7 tourniquet is widely 
used among military and law 
enforcement units and was one of 
only three tourniquets approved for 
use by the CoTCCC for nearly two 
decades.  This course is taught by 
gun club instructor, Aaron DaCorte, 
who is an ILETSB certified TECC 
instructor. Registration is required.  
Please call (708) 363-1332 to register. 
NIGHTMARE IN CRETE 
HAUNTED HAYRIDE!  – 
OCTOBER 22, 23, 29, 30 
     On October 22nd, 23rd, 29th, 
and 30th at 7PM, the 32nd annual 
Nightmare in Crete Haunted 
Attraction returns for your annual 
dose of frightful fun!  In the 
summer of 1847, Cecil F. Mancy’s 
macabre killing spree terrorized 
the residents of Crete, IL. This 
Halloween, relive those terrors 
on our all new Haunted Hayride 

attraction. Take the ride of your 
life as you travel across Axeman’s 
bridge and through the cornfields 
into Cecil’s woodland hideout.  
See for yourself why our haunted 
attraction has become a favorite 
Halloween staple in the community 
for over three decades. Volunteers 
are always needed. Check us out at 
facebook.com/nightmareincrete 
for more information!  Please 
contact Aaron at (708) 363-1332 
or aarondacorte@aim.com to 
volunteer! 
FAMILY FUN FEST – OCTOBER 30 
     Families are invited to attend 
our annual Fun Fest at Nightmare 
in Crete Haunted House on October 
30th from 2PM-4PM. Children ages 
0-12 are invited to come dressed in 
their Halloween costumes to trick-
or-treat with the monsters and 
enjoy tons of FREE candy, hayride, 
face painting, bounce house, and 
more!  Adult supervision required. 
CRETE GUN CLUB 
     The Crete Gun Club meets at 
the Crete F-Men Hall (1962 West 
Exchange St. Crete) on the first 
Monday of every month at 7PM.  
The public is always welcome to 

attend as we discuss firearm safety, 
legislation, skill development, and 
shooting events.  We’re always 
looking for new members!  Club 
sponsored concealed carry classes 
are also available. For more 
information, please contact Howard 
at (708) 279-7131 
CRETE GUN CLUB CONCEALED 
CARRY COURSE - NOVEMBER 6, 7 
     The Crete Gun Club will be 
hosting an Illinois Concealed Carry 
class on November 6th and 7th 
from 8AM - 4PM each day.  Ready 
to renew?  Come out on Sunday, 
November 7th for the renewal 
course from 8AM-11AM.  This 
course is taught by NRA/ Illinois/ 
ILETSB firearms instructor, Aaron 
DaCorte, who has been teaching 
concealed carry and tactical 
firearms since the passing of the 
Firearm Concealed Carry Act.  
Aaron provides an in-depth and 
comprehensive course sharing 
his training and experience as a 
law enforcement/SWAT officer.  
Registration is required.  Please call 
(708) 363-1332 for more info and to 
register or email aarondacorte@
aim.com.

mailto:aarondacorte@aim.com
mailto: aarondacorte@aim.com
mailto: aarondacorte@aim.com
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After limited activities last year 
due to the pandemic, Crete 

Country Christmas returns this 
December 3rd, 4th and 5th. 
     We are looking forward to a 
festive fun-filled weekend for all to 
enjoy! 
     The Christmas Lodge will 
once again be filled with music 
and entertainment not to be 
missed!  Performing this year will 
be crowd favorites: Ava Logan, 
Bernie Glimm and Friends band. 
Dave Rudolf’s Family Christmas 
Show, the ever-popular Frank Rossi, 
local musical talents from Illinois 
Lutheran and Crete Methodist, The 
World-Famous Smoking’ Jo’s and 

It was 48 years ago when a group 
of like-minded residents met 

with the Township Supervisor Liese 
Ricketts. Supervisor Ricketts had 
a unique idea for helping residents 
who were facing hard times. If a 
service would provide basic foods 
for people in need, Township 
general assistance funds could be 
used for other basic needs. 
     Those present at that meeting 
took that idea, and the challenge 
and the Crete Pantry were born. 
Crete residents have supported this 
endeavor these many years. Groups 
supporting the Pantry by serving 
as Board members and supplying 
volunteers to work are Zion 
Lutheran Church, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, St. Liborious Catholic 
Church, Crete United Methodist 
Church, Crete Church, and the 
Crete Woman’s Club.  
     During the 2020 Pandemic, the 
Pantry continued serving those who 
requested food. The community 
is very generous in its support of 

Crete Country Christmas Returns 
December 3rd, 4th, and 5th

Crete Pantry
- by Pat Polzin- by Donna Allen

the Borderline Drifters. 
     The Annual Parade of Lights, 
which is one of the highlights of the 
weekend will be on Saturday night 
- look for the festive floats making 
their way down main-street around 
6pm. 
     The Annual Reindog contest 
on Saturday morning will have 
an exciting twist this year and 
feature a parade of the pets down 
Mainstreet on Saturday. 
     Once again, the Christmas 
Gnomes will be up to their 
mischievous acts of creating 
a scavenger hunt for prizes on 
Saturday. 
     Lighting up Crete for the 
Holidays will once again take place 
as will the festive decorating of your 
very own snowman to be displayed 
in “Frosties Fields”…. 
     Keep an eye on 
CreteCountryChristmas.com and 
Facebook for more details on the 
events.

this ongoing program. Volunteer 
workers are an integral part of the 
longevity of the Crete Pantry. Every 
week on Wednesday mornings, a 
group of volunteers prepare the 
bags for distribution and assist 
clients. 
     As in the original plans for the 
Pantry, the food assistance is merely 
a temporary solution for residents. 
Maybe a person is awaiting 
approval for public aid or disability 
payments; food is available 12 visits 
per year.  
     Donations are always accepted, 
and the Pantry is a 501-3 
organization, and donations are 
tax-deductible. 
     With the holidays approaching, 
remember this fine, long-standing 
organization serving your 
community. 

Crete Lumber and Supply Co.  

549 1st St., Crete, Il. • (708) 672-7171 

Mention this ad to receive 10% off qualifying 
purchases 

An experienced team that is always happy to 
help  

Lumber and Building Materials • Bulk Sand 
and Gravel • Household and Cleaning Items • 

Chain Link Fencing • Thermal Pane 
Installation • Glass and Screen Repair • and so 

much more! 

 

http://CreteCountryChristmas.com
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ART EXHIBITS 
Sept 30-Nov 20, 2021

Janice Meister 
Crete artist who always surprises 
us with her printmaking & mixed 

media artwork.

CRETE CREATIVE ANNUAL
SHOWCASE 

Nov 26-Jan 21, 2022
Engaging artwork by over 30 

regional artists

Crete Woman’s 
Club Honors 
Veterans

Crete Creative Art Gallery

1304 MAIN STREET, CRETE 
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 10AM-2PM

- by Leslee Williams

- by Phyllis Monks

Crete Woman’s Club supports 
many nonprofit organizations 

in addition to the club’s well known 
scholarship program. For several 
years the group has donated to 
the Honor Flight program that 

takes veterans at no cost to the 
Washington, DC war memorials. 
This year CWC will contribute to 
the Honor Flight for 140 female 
veterans. Seventy women veterans 
and seventy female veteran 
guardians will be on board for the 
1 day trip. Veterans who served 
in active duty in any branch of 
the military from 1940-1970 are 
currently eligible for the Honor 
Flights. 
     In CWC’s 109 years of service 
to the community, the group has 
found many ways to support those 
in the armed forces. Most recently, 
Crete Woman’s Club sent care 
packages to active duty military 
serving in the Middle East, twice 
yearly at Christmas and Easter. 
This project headed by Geri DeHorn 
lasted 15 years. 
     In partnership with the Crete 
Historical Society, CWC will 
sponsor a tribute to veterans with a 
display of military memorabilia and 
photos in the history cabinets at the 
Crete Library during the month of 
November.
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As outdoor 

temperatures 
begin to cool, 
it’s only natural 
to warm things 
up inside your 
home. 

     Did you know that fire hazards in 
and around your home or business 
stem largely from heating your 
space? It’s true. With that being 
said, it is no surprise that The 
American Red Cross reports a 
drastic increase in the amount of 
US house fires during the fall and 
winter months. 
     To keep you and your family 
safe this season, let’s take a few 
moments to review some key fall 
fire safety tips and fire prevention 
techniques. 
CHECK YOUR HEATING SYSTEM 
     Before it gets really cold—early 
October is the ideal time—turn on 
your heating unit to ensure it is 
working properly. Your unit has 
been sitting dormant for about 6 
months, so you’ll want to make sure 
everything is in proper working 
order before you really need it. 
While furnaces are a leading cause 
of house fires in the US, there are a 
few things you can do to reduce the 
risk of furnace fires: 
   • Regularly replace furnace filters. 
   • Keep all areas around the 
furnace clean and unobstructed. 
   • Keep the burner area clean and 
clear of debris. 
   • Keep all combustible items at 
least six-inches away from the vent 
pipe. 
   • Never close off more than 20% of 
heat registers. 

     Should you notice any issues 
with your heating system during 
the test run, contact a professional 
immediately. For preventative 
care, have your central heating 
system cleaned and serviced by 
a certified HVAC contractor once 
annually.  A proper working heating 

system greatly reduces fire risks, 
but also reduces utility costs as 
they work to heat your space more 
efficiently. 
REPLACE BATTERIES IN SMOKE 
ALARMS & LOCATE FIRE 
EXTINGUISHERS 
     On Sunday, November 7, 2021, we 
will be turning our clocks back and 
it is an ideal time to do a system 
check in your home. Replace the 
batteries in all smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detectors.  If 
you have a fire extinguisher (and 
you should), make sure it’s fully 
charged, and still within the 
expiration date. If you don’t have 
a fire extinguisher, get one!  
FIREPLACE SAFETY: 101 
     Throughout the year, everything 
from crud to critters cozy up 
in your chimney.  Keep your 
fireplace clear of debris, and have it 
inspected each year before use by a 
professional chimney sweep. Note: 
when hiring a contractor, always do 
your research! 
     If you have a gas fireplace, have 
all lines and connections inspected 
before flipping the switch. A 
professional chimney inspection 
uncovers any issues and necessary 
repairs that need to be made – Don’t 
skip this step! 
     In addition to yearly cleanings 
and inspections, there are a few 
things you can do to enhance 
fireplace safety: 
   • Use a fireplace screen, guard, 
or glass doors to keep hot ash and 
sparks contained. 
   • Store extra wood, and other 
types of combustible materials, 
at least five-feet away from your 
fireplace. 
   • Never leave a fire unattended. 
   • Burn seasoned hardwoods, 
such as oak, that have been split 
and stored in a safe and dry 
environment for at least six-months. 
   • Keep fires small – Never overload 
your fireplace. 
   • When building a fire, 
strategically place logs on a metal 
grate at the back end of your 
fireplace; always use kindling to 
ignite fire. 
ADDITIONAL FIRE SAFETY TIPS 
& CONSIDERATIONS 
   • Perform a DIY home inspection, 
then break out the leaf blower and 
rake! Something as simple as a 
pile of leaves can be the catalyst 
for a fire. Take a couple of hours, 
and clean your gutters, check your 
downspouts, and remove all leaves 
and debris from the perimeter of 
your space. 
   • Know the burning regulations 
and requirements in your area and 
never burn leaves or trash on an 

exceptionally windy day. 
   • Never park your vehicle over 
a pile of leaves. The heat emitted 
from your car can ignite the leaves, 
destroying your vehicle and all 
things around it. 
   • After every load of laundry, 
always clean the dryer vent. 
   • Every season, test your smoke 
detectors. 
   • On a regular basis, clean your 
toaster and/or toaster oven to 
remove crumbs and leftover food. 
   • Get familiar with your 
homeowner’s insurance policy – 
know what your coverage includes. 
     Most of these recommendations 
seem like common sense, right?  But 
as we get busy we don’t always put 
safety in the forefront. When the 
clocks roll back this fall, take that 
extra hour to prepare your home for 
a fire-safe fall and winter season.

Crete Township 
Fire Protection 
District
- by Chief Panega

SERV ING  S T E GER  S INC E  19 98

AUTO SERVICE INC.

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

FOR CARS
TRUCKS & VANS

708-754-3000

• Air Conditioners
• Heaters
• Tune-Ups
• Valve Jobs
• Shocks
• Brakes
• • Struts
• Transmissions
• Engine Replacements
• Starters
• Emission Repairs

• Raidators
• Alternators
• Clutches
• Batteries
• Oil Changes
• Tire Sales & Repair
•• CV Drive Axles
• Rack & Pinion
• Replacements
• Differential Repairs
• Computer Diagnostics

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

LOCATED JUST WEST,

BEHIND
BRICK OVEN PIZZA

(PREVIOUSLY

SUPERIOR OIL SHOP)

FIND OUR SIGN AT 
TTHE CORNER OF

UNION & 34TH PL.

708-754-3000
34 E. 34TH PL ACE • STEGER | WWW.RPMSAUTO.COM

T H E  R E A S O N A B LY  P R I C E D  M E C H A N I C S !

https://www.nfpa.org/
https://woodard247.com/create-an-energy-efficient-home-5-ways-to-reduce-home-energy-costs/
https://woodard247.com/smoke-alarms-and-co-detectors-why-you-need-them/
https://woodard247.com/how-to-hire-a-contractor-10-expert-tips/
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WE’RE PROUD
TO SUPPORT

CRETE 
TOWNSHIP
What do we love most about our 
community? The people we share it with! 
We’re proud to support local families, 
businesses, and organizations because 
Crete is our home, too. 

CRETE’S COMMUNITY BANK

700 W. Exchange | Crete, IL 60417
708-672-6161 | www.oldplanktrailbank.com

, . .

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

Maria A Abney 
Financial Advisor

501 W Exchange St 
Crete, IL 60417 
708-672-2892

Friday, October 22 at 2 pm 
Paranormal Illinois:Tales of Ghosts, UFOs, and 

Mysterious Creatures [video]

Tuesday, November 9 at 6:30 pm 
Letters to Betty: The Story of a WWII Veteran

Tuesday, November 16 at 6:30 pm 
Social Security & Retirement Planning Basics

Saturday, November 20 at 1 pm 
Bitcoin & Cryptocurrency

Friday, December 10 at 2 pm 
Christmas at Marshall Fields [video]  

ALL PROGRAMS REQUIRE PRE-REGISTRATION

C R E T E  L I B R A RY  S E N I O R  E V E N T S
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Crete Township Newsletter is circulated to all residents and businesses in Crete Township, reaching all 
of Crete, as well as those in Steger that are in Crete Township. Comments or questions can be directed 
to: 
Crete Township Office (708) 672-8279  
We welcome you to also visit our website: www.cretetownship.com

To place an ad with Crete Township, please contact Pam at (708) 672-8279, 
administrator@cretetownship.com

Video Gaming, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT MANY EVENINGS

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

F A M I L Y  R E S T A U R A N T

http://www.cretetownship.com 
mailto:administrator@cretetownship.com

