FROM THE SU PERV ISOR

MICHA E L J. L IC CA R

“Spring is nature’s way of saying “Let’s party!” - Robin William s

W

ith temperatures rising and
winter thawing away, we look
forward to a new Spring season.
More importantly, after a year of all
of us dealing with COVID-19, we look
forward to an end of this pandemic
and the return of travel, regular
activities and being together with
family and friends without fear for
safety.
A few quick updates:
• We are encouraged that
the Covid-19 vaccine is now in
distribution by the Will County
Health Department and that we will
be seeing the end to this pandemic
sooner rather than later. As we go
to press, Will County is in Phase 1b
of the Illinois Department of Public
Health Vaccine Distribution Plan.
This includes first responders,
manufacturer, grocery store
workers, public transit workers and
those 65 and older. Next is Phase 1c,
(adopted by the State of Illinois but
not yet by Will County), which will
include persons aged 16-64 with
underlying medical conditions,
individuals with disabilities and
other essential workers. Crete
Township has formally petitioned the
Will County Health Department to
allow for the Town Hall to be used as
a COVID-19 vaccination site. Please

visit the Township website at www.
cretetownship.com for application
and informational links.
• As discussed further in this
issue, the Crete Township Board
unanimously agreed to resume
planning for the proposed Crete
Township Community Center. The
majority of the space would be
devoted to major enhancements of
the Crete Food Pantry, activities
for Seniors, Youth and residents of
all ages, cultural programs in the
arts, expansion of voting facilities
and an increase in meeting spaces
for our local civic and non-profit
organizations which utilize the Town
Hall. The existing Township Main
Office and Assessor’s Office would
also be relocated to the new campus.
Since 2018, this proposed project
has been discussed extensively at
many public Township Board and
Budget meetings, the Annual Town
Meeting and was reported in the
Township Newsletter as well as
some local newspapers. With the
end of the COVID pandemic in sight,
we envision the possibility for the
community to get together once again
in person and so it appears to be an
appropriate time to resume planning
and financial feasibility studies.
• Due to an increase in unresolved
Land Use cases involving local
properties in violation of the Will
County Land Use and Building
Ordinances, the Township Board
has appointed a part-time Liaison
between Crete Township and Will
County Land Use to keep affected
residents informed on a timely basis
and to assist in resolving these
violation cases which are under the
jurisdiction of Will County Land

Use. The increase in unresolved
cases appears to have occurred
partially to limits on field reviews
by Will County Land Use during the
COVID pandemic and the slowing
of the court system, also due to the
pandemic, as more critical court
cases took priority. We believe the
addition of the Liaison will result in
quicker notification and remediation
of property and land use violations.
• We are seeing an increase in
our Paratransit Services for seniors
and special needs residents. Crete
Township has provided this free bus
service for over 15 years (a suggested
donation of $2 has always been
requested to partially cover costs,
but this has never been mandatory).
COVID-19 had brought ridership
down over the last 12 months, but
Trustee Bob Hodge, who works with
our Paratransit services, has noted
encouraging growth as the pandemic
shows signs of subsiding.
• Crete Township will continue its
annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon
tradition for our seniors under the
direction of Trustee Frank Elton.
However, due to COVID and safety
concerns, it will be a “drive-thru”
event, similar to our successful
Senior Christmas Event held last
December.
• With warm weather comes
mosquitos (no free lunch!). Trustee
Piacentini has been busy making
preparations to ensure that our
mosquito abatement equipment is
functioning in top condition and that
we have an adequate supply of safe
abatement chemicals for the season.
• Clerk Jim Buiter is gearing up
for early voting. Last November,
Clerk Buiter and his crew served

approximately 1,900 voters though
limited by only two voting machines
provided by Will County and the
occupancy limits under Governor
Pritzker’s Executive Order. The costs
of operating early voting at the Town
Hall are borne entirely by Crete
Township and we receive no funding
from Will County.
• Although Township Board
meetings had been reinstated to
in-person meetings last July in
accordance with the lifting of stay-athome orders and in compliance with
IDPH and CDC guidelines, (facemasks
and social distancing required), we
have brought back the remote option
to attend the meetings, held on the
2nd Wednesday of each month at
7:00pm, via Zoom video. To reduce
the threat of online hackers, the zoom
link and password for each meeting
can be obtained by requesting
them via email at administrator@
cretetownship.com or by calling
us as 708-672-8279. Please note
that the experience of combining
live meetings coupled with remote
access can be subpar in that it is can
be difficult for the live and remote
attendees to hear and view each other
with proper clarity as opposed to
meetings where everyone is either
live or where everyone is remote.
As always, please feel free to
contact us if you should have
questions or if we can be of service.
Wishing you all the best for the
upcoming Spring/Summer season.

Michael J. Liccar

Supervisor
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com
708.672.8279

News From The Clerk

I

JIM BUITER,
TOWNSHIP CLERK

t has been
a very mild
winter up until
the last day of
January and
the first half
of February
when the snow
and brutal cold

showed up.
The Clerk’s Office has been very
busy the last three months. The Tax
Levy Reports for both the General
Fund and the Road and Bridge Fund
were submitted in a timely fashion
in December 2020. The Statement of
Economic Interests was distributed
to the appropriate people, including
all the elected and appointed
officials.
I filed the Certification of Ballot
with the Will County Clerk’s
office in Joliet, IL. I have set up an
Early Election schedule with Will
County Election department with
expanded hours. The dates for the
early election will be Saturday,
March 27, 2021. from 9 AM to 1

PM and then Monday, March 29
through Friday, April 2, 2021, 9 AM
through 3 PM. Please note, if you
cannot make the early voting hours
in Crete Township, you also have
the privilege of voting at the Louis
Sherman Community Center in
Steger and Washington Township in
Beecher which are a short distance
away. Also, the Will County Clerk’s
Office in Joliet has extended days
and times. Also, the voting by mail
option is available through the Will
County Clerk’s Office at https://
www.thewillcountyclerk.com/
elections/vote-by-mail/#apply
Please note the cost of operating
early voting at Town Hall is borne
solely by Crete Township and
we receive no funding from Will
County. The costs are included in
our annual budget.
I look forward to taking on all the
tasks required to run an efficient
election for the Crete Township. If
any questions and concerns, I can
always be reached at the township
offices.

Hello Seniors!

H

ello to all
our Crete
Township Family.
Just wanted
to start out to
say that our
Christmas Drive
FRANK ELTON,
through for our
TRUSTEE
Seniors was a
big success. A huge thank you goes
out to the Crete Police Department,
EMA, Crete Public Works, Crete
Township Road and Bridge, and
the Crete Township Staff. It went
very smoothly because of all of you.
Everyone loved the 3 wisemen and of
course Humphrey the Camel.
Humphrey was 6 months old and
weighted about 650 lbs. He was so
friendly and loved everyone that
came to talk to him. He also loved
giving kisses. A great time had by all.
Our next event will be our St.

Patrick’s Day party, will be held on
March 19, 2021 between the hours of
11am to 1pm, and because of Covid-19
this will be a drive through also. You
will drive through the Town Hall to
get your corned beef, cabbage, and
sides in a microwaveable container
to eat at your leisure. Please call the
Town Hall at 708-672-8279 to sign up.
I would like to thank you all for
your participation in our senior
events. It would not be a success
without all of you.
We are all thankful that Spring is
around the corner. We are hoping
our next event we will be able to see
and talk to everyone.
God Bless you all,

Frank " Bambino" Elton
Trustee

From the Building and Grounds
Committee

T

hank you to
our Crete
Township
highway
department for
keeping our
BOB HODGE,
roads as clear as
TRUSTEE
possible with the
unprecedented amount of snow we
have received over the past several
weeks.
The Township Hall and grounds
have fared well through the Winter.
We are also still practicing all
COVID-19 safety protocols. Whether

the groundhog saw his shadow or
not, let’s hope Winter will be over
soon.
We are eager for the Spring
season, just as our Township
residents are. Our gardens will once
again return to their vibrancy and
we hope you can take some time to
enjoy the flowers.
Please remember, face masks and
social distancing continue to be
required for anyone entering the
building. We look forward to seeing
you all out and about as the snow
thaws.

Finance Update

H

ello everyone,
We are still
in the middle of
a pandemic, and
most activities
have come to a
halt. Many of
us are awaiting
WALTER GRADY,
their Covid
TRUSTEE
vaccination, and
most of us have heard of someone,
a friend or relative who has had
Covid. However, we have to be brave
and weather the Covid storm.
Also, let’s stay together, if you
know of a neighbor who is a senior
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or lives alone, give them a call and
see how they are doing. And I know
you have heard this a million times,
wash your hands, wear your mask,
and keep your distance.
Financially, the township is in
good condition and hope to end this
fiscal year on or under budget due
to the Covid19 crisis mainly.
Now that we are in the middle
of the pandemic, the Board has
decided that we will renew our
efforts to find a location to build a
new facility. Any ideas or thoughts
from the community are welcomed.
Stay well, be careful, God Bless
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Update from the Mosquito Task
Force

W

e are
thinking
spring. We will
be attending a
lavicide annual
training session
in Joliet next
month. Also
JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE
getting the
machine out and
getting it up and running. The CDC
will be posting things on their
website which is very important
to us for the up coming year.
Trying to stay ahead of the

game and the safety of all of Crete
Township residents.
If you have
any questions
feel free to call
Town Hall at
708-672-8279.
Please leave
your name and
number and we will get in touch
with as soon as possible.

Jim Piacentini

Director of Mosquito Abatement

News from the Highway
Commissioner

A

s of the
writing
of this article,
we have just
experienced a
February start
ANTHONY “TONY”
snowfall total for
RECUPITO,
the record books.
HIGHWAY
COMMISSIONER
With many areas
throughout the
Township that could not handle any
more snow, our crews had to go out
with loaders, backhoes, and wing
plows to “stack it up” wherever
possible. Let’s all hope now for a
slow thaw to eliminate flooding.
In the coming weeks, we will be
assessing all our roads to prioritize
those for paving. We also will be
checking all culvert pipes that may
need replacement.
This construction season will
be a big plus for some of the traffic
issues that are east of IL RTE 394. I
am sure that many of you are aware
of all the traffic going between
our two states and this traffic is
on a steady increase with no end
in sight. Construction will start
sometime in the spring on the
Exchange St/ 101st and Stateline
Road Intersection Improvement
Project. This joint project with

The Township Road District, Will
County Division of Transportation,
and The Lake County Indiana
Highway Department will include
turn lanes, widening and traffic
signals. Lake County is also
widening various areas of 101st
from Stateline Road to Calumet
Avenue. This project will be a
major step in improving safety
and minimizing accidents in
that location. There will be
some temporary lane closures
throughout the project, so please
be aware of all detour signs.
As spring approaches and
things hopefully return to normal,
we expect an uptick in traffic
throughout our system. We ask
that you please slow down when
approaching any road crews as
their lives depend on it.
If you have any questions
regarding our Township roads that
are in the unincorporated areas of
The Township, I can be reached at
672-7732 or via email at arecupito@
cretetownship.com.
Think Spring!

Anthony "Tony" Recupito
Highway Commissioner
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From the Crete Township Assessor
“To give real service, you must add something which cannot be bought or measured
with money, and that is sincerity and integrity.” - Douglas Adams

T

his past
year has
brought many
changes to our
days. Learning
new ways to
interact with
others, trying to
feel connected
MARY MARGARET
without the
TAMEZ
ASSESSOR
intimacy of
face-to-face meetings, and helping
others from a far. I would like to
thank you all for the patience and
acceptance of the unknown and
learning to change together.
As many of you may know, all the
exemption renewals for the 2020
year were automatically applied for
by the Will County Supervisor of
Assessments Office. The decision
was made due to most of our
applicants being seniors and those
with disabilities. I am hopeful
the best decision will be made to

Crete Township
Hall Services
Offered

continue to keep everyone safe for
the 2021 year and I will keep you
informed as soon as I have any
additional information.
Speaking of keeping you
informed, I would like to invite you
all to “like” the Crete Township
Assessors Office Facebook page.
This is a great tool to find out
any updates or changes that may
be happening in the assessment
world. In addition, I think it
would be helpful and fun to have
some interaction. I ask you to
please submit any assessment
questions you may have to mary@
creteassessor.com. I will be
choosing a question and posting
them on the Facebook page with
answers for all to help us chat
from a far. An unasked question is
unknown knowledge!
Currently, there are some
changes for the 2020 property tax
bill payable in 2021. The Will County

Treasurer will be giving the option
to make four payments rather than
two for the 2021 tax bill!
The due dates will be:
1st Installment – Half due 6/3/2021
Remaining half due 8/3/2021
2nd Installment – Half due 9/3/2021
Remaining half due 11/3/2021
This change has been made for
this year only to try to help those
effected by the pandemic. If you
have any additional questions,
please feel free to contact the Will
County Treasurer Tim Brophy at
815-740-4675 or email Treasurer@
willcountyillinois.com.
I am looking forward to spring,
the beautiful flowers of our
community, and the hopes of life we
once knew with the smiles that are
most certainly missed.

Mary Margaret Tamez
Crete Township Assessor

MARRIAGE LICENSE INFORMATION

There are many
exemptions that you
may qualify for!
General Homestead
Exemption
Do you live on the property, a
named owner on the deed, and it
is your principal residence?
You qualify! This exemption is
added and removed by our office,
there is no form. ALWAYS check
your property tax bill to make
sure you have it if you qualify.

Disabled Person
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You
qualify! Please bring in the proof
of disability or come to the office
to get the form for the doctor to
fill out for the proof and we will
assist you with the exemption
form.

Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and
a named owner on the deed?
You qualify! Bring in your drivers
license or ID for proof of age
and we will assist you in the
application.

Senior Freeze
Exemption

• Temporary Handicap

Are you 65 and have a total
household income of less than
$65,000? You qualify! The
income level was increased from
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018
assessment year! Bring in your
federal income tax form or any
forms you would normally take
to have your income taxes done
if you no longer meet the filing
requirements.We will have the
forms in our office after April 1st
and we can assist you in filling out
the form.

Placards

Disabled Veteran

Here are just a few of the
services offered by the
Crete Township Hall
• Vote Registration Services

• Will County Assessor’s

Marriage Licenses for Will County
may be obtained at the Crete
Township Office, Monday thru
Friday, 9 AM to 3 PM.

Office on Site

Marriage License - $28.00 for
issuing a marriage license.

• Notary Service

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

• Food Pantry Wednesday
from 9AM-11AM
4

MUST BE MARRIED IN WILL COUNTY

CASH ONLY. No personal checks,
debit or credit cards!
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Identification Required to obtain a
Marriage License:
• Current form of I.D (Driver’s
License or State I.D, Passport or
Military ID)
• Divorce papers or death
certificate if other than first
marriage.

Are you a Veteran with at least
30% service-connected disability
through the Department of
Veterans Affairs and a named
owner on the deed? You qualify!
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as
well as the proof of disability for
the current year you are applying
for that lists your percentage of
disability and we will assist you in
filling out the form.

Crete Township
Lowers 2021
Town Fund Tax
Levy
- by Michael J. Liccar

D

uring the November 2020 Levy
meeting, the Township Board
passed a resolution to decrease the
2021 Town Fund Levy by 1.16%.
We were able to lower the
property tax due to cost savings
related to the COVID-19 pandemic
which reduced usage of Town
Hall and Paratransit Services. In
addition, the Township applied for
and received a $10,000 grant under
the Federal CARES Act which paid
for COVID-19 related expenses,
including enhanced sanitation,
PPE supplies, staff expenses as well
as covering the costs of providing
for work-at-home costs due to
the Governor’s “stay-at-home”
Executive Order. The remote work
costs that were covered included an
updated Township phone system,
cloud-based data storage and laptop

computers for staff of the Assessor’s
Office.
The Town Fund Annual Budget for
all accounts is approximately $1.2
million. Although the Town Fund
only represents approximately 1.7%
of a typical property tax bill, the
reduction in the tax levy provides
some modest relief.

COVID-19
Vaccine
Registrations
- Will County
Residents
- by Michael J. Liccar

LATE BREAKING NEWS: On March
3rd , Crete Township was informed by
the Community Partner Engagement
Team of the Will County Health
Department that it is likely that a
large COVID vaccination site will be
opened later this month in Crete. If you
haven’t already done so, please register
at the link for Will County Health
Department noted below. Updates will
be provided on the Crete Township
Website (www.cretetownship.com).

W

ill County Health Department
opened a hotline at 815-740-8977
for COVID-19 for:
• General questions about
COVID-19
• Advice on how to deal with
COVID-19
• Where to find testing sites
• Report businesses that are not
complying with COVID-19 guidelines

• Request a Release from
Quarantine/Isolation letter
Registration for COVID-19
vaccination is now in Phase 1b.
In our area, Will County Health
Department for Will County is
accepting vaccine registration
requests for Will County residents
only. To begin the registration
process, for when the COVID-19
vaccine becomes publicly available,
please complete the Will County
COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Sign
Up Form available at this link:
https://survey123.arcgis.com/
share/14f1fac7773945a0a8cf99a96b3d804e?portalUrl=https://
gis.willcountyillinois.com/portal
For senior citizens who need
assistance with the Will County
COVID-19 Vaccine Registration
Sign Up Form, please contact Will
County Senior Services at 815-7239713.
After completing the form, the
Will County Health Department will
contact you with information on how
to schedule your appointment when
the vaccine becomes available to
your subgroup. Will County follows
the phases designated by the Illinois
Department of Public Health.
More information on Will County
Health Department’s COVID
response can be found on their
website at https://willcountyhealth.
org/
Please visit the Township website
at www.cretetownship.com for links
and additional information.

CRETE TOWNSHIP NEWS // SPRING 2021

5

Crete Woman’s Club 30th Garden
Walk 2021

$3 off your meal

- by Leslee Williams

F

ive hardworking gardeners and

several convenient locations, on

many more CWC volunteers

the CWC website and via phone.

are eager to offer a ”Beautiful Day

and Pat Golata have agreed to

June 23rd and Thursday, June 24th.

continue their leadership roles

Detailed information on the walk

and coordinate members’ efforts

can be found at cretewomansclub.

to insure a wonderful event. This

net on Monday, May 3rd. Tickets

year’s walk will showcase a cottage

go on sale on Tuesday, June 1st at

garden with a farm view, a secret
garden and uniquely inviting
garden hardscapes highlighted with
plants and flowers. A new twist on
the Garden Faire is being planned
walk memorable.

C

program. In the last 6 years alone

he Crete F-Men would like to
thank our community partners
for your continued support of our
organization. Thank you to all the
local businesses and members of
the community for your financial
support and assistance to make our
events possible!
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT
The Crete F-Men Easter Egg
Hunt returns this spring on April
3rd, 2021! Our 28th annual Easter
egg hunt is back! We have more
candy, more prizes, and more FUN
coming your way! This event has
been a staple in our community
for almost three decades, and as
always, this event is totally free for
kids 12 and under. The hunt starts
at noon sharp, rain or shine. Please

6

jasonspubcrete.com
jasonspub1361

WC will offer two $2000

attend other area Jr. High schools

college scholarships and two

are also eligible. These students

$1500 technical/trade school or

must be currently enrolled in 6th,

program scholarships for students

7th, or 8th grade. Applications

CWC has donated over $56,000

graduating from Crete-Monee High

are available at cretewomansclub.

in scholarship money to students

School this June.

net with necessary submission

living in Crete. Thank you to

T

-Live gaming available!
-Daily lunch and dinner specials
posted to our website and Facebook.
-Breakfast every Saturday and
Sunday starting at 8 AM

Crete Woman’s Club Scholarship
Application Deadline
- by Leslee Williams

support the CWC scholarship

- by Aaron DaCorte

SUNDAY: 8AM-1AM
MONDAY: CLOSED
TUES- THURS: 11AM-1AM
FRIDAY: 11AM-2AM
SATURDAY: 8AM- 2AM

along with other ideas to make this
Proceeds from the garden walk

Crete F-Men
News

HOURS

Committee co-chairs Karen Hysell

In The Country” , Wednesday,

- A lovely Crete garden on the CWC 2021
walk.

1361 Benton St.
Crete, IL 60417

Must bring coupon in.
Not valid on discounted
specials.
One coupon per table.

The club is also offering nine $350

community members for supporting

summer camp scholarships to all

this event for 29 years and counting.

Crete-Monee High School students

We hope to see you in the gardens!

let us know if you are interested in
volunteering or donating to help
continue this great local tradition
which is only made possible
every year by the help of our local
businesses and volunteers. The
hunt is held at the Crete F-Men Hall
– 1962 West Exchange St. Crete, IL.
Pre-registration is required. Please
contact Howard Kaye to register or
for more information: (708) 279-7131
CRETE GUN CLUB
The Crete Gun Club meets at
the Crete F-Men Hall (1962 West
Exchange St. Crete) on the first
Monday of every month at 7:30PM.
The public is always welcome to
attend as we discuss firearm safety,
legislation, skill development, and
shooting events. We’re always
looking for new members! Club
sponsored concealed carry classes
are also available.
For more information, please
contact Howard at (708) 279-7131
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information. The submission
deadline is April 26, 2021.
The Crete Woman’s Club

as well as to students residing in

scholarship program is a long

Crete Township who attend other

standing program which has

area high schools. Students must

helped many Crete students in

be currently enrolled in 9th, 10, or

accomplishing their goals. Profits

11th grade. All Crete-Monee Middle

from the Crete Garden Walk

School students and students

provide the major support for the

residing in Crete Township who

scholarship program.

Crete Creative
Gallery

American farmers. Rick is a retired
firefighter turned photographer

- by Phyllis Monks

O

ur Gallery, in the beautiful
house at 1304 Main Street,
will continue to be open in 2021
with colorful and inquisitive artist
shows.
From March 11 to April 29, the
focus will be Mary Ann Trzyna’s
oil and pastel paintings, inspired by
the vibrant colors of landscapes in
her everyday world.
Beginning on May 6, the
photographs of Rick Decorie will
focus on the preservation of the
majestic work & buildings of our

who captures rural America.
On June 25, “My Best Friend” show
opens with the celebration of dogs!
This will be a curated exhibit
featuring all forms of visual art that
reminds us of the loyalty, beauty
& ingenuity of our most faithful
companions.
The Gallery is open every
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10 am
- 2 pm.

Crete Township
Fire Protection
District
- by Asst. Chief Mark Swanson

S

pringtime is a wonderful time
for outdoor activities after the
long winter months. Please be
aware of children playing in yards
when driving thru neighborhoods.
Springtime is also a time to be
aware of some Fire Safety issues.
March 14th is the date when we turn
our clocks ahead and this is when
we should change batteries in our
smoke detectors to ensure proper
operation.
Remember smoke detectors save
lives but detectors only have a life
expectancy of 10 years so maybe it
is time to purchase new detectors
for your home. Along with that all
homes in Illinois are required to
have a Carbon Monoxide Detector.
These detectors need to have their
batteries changed and operation
checked also. CO (Carbon Monoxide)
is a silent, odorless, and deadly gas.
There is no excuse for not having
functioning detectors.
Springtime is also a time to
cleanup of yards which sometimes
possess a fire threat. If you plan

on burning leafs of other debris
remember a few outdoor fire safety
tips.
• Control burns need to be called
into fire dispatcher (672-1564)
• Fires need to be 75ft from any
structure
• Fires always need to be attended
and have a water supply near
• Do not burn when winds are
over 8 Mph or excessive drought
• Never use an accelerant to start
a fire
Springtime is also time to get out
and start projects in the yard, be
sure to call “JULIE” 72 hours prior
to digging in the yard. Dial 811 for
“JULIE” to get underground utilities
located and marked or go online to
http://www.illinois1call.com.
Good housekeeping can also help
prevent fires. As winter winds down
keep areas around furnace and
hot water heaters clear of clothes
and other debris, and do not store
flammable liquids in the same
room.
Firefighters and Paramedics
waste no time answering an alarm,
the trouble is they can’t always find
your home in a hurry. Why, because
house numbers can’t always be
seen or read from the street. Take
a look at your house from the street
at night, are your house numbers
visible and readable? Is the lighting

Walters Appointed As Township
Liaison To Will County Land Use
- by Michael J. Liccar

C

adequate to read the numbers?
Are they too small, painted over,
or covered by shrubs? All these are
threats to life in case of emergency.
You’re really in trouble if you have
no house numbers at all.
Fire, EMS and Police are ready
to help 365 days a year but you
have to take a little time to help
yourself and make sure your house
numbers are displayed properly.
The Crete Township Fire Protection
District has reflective address
signs available for a $20 donation,
call 708-672-3111 to get yours this
spring.
As summer approaches we need
to keep swimming pool safety in
mind. Staying close, being alert and
watching children in and around a
pool including these safety tips will
ensure everyone enjoys their time in
the pool.
Always watch your children when
they are in or near a pool or spa
• Teach children basic water
safety tips
• Keep children away from pool
drains, pipes and other openings to
avoid entrapments
• Have a portable telephone close
by at all times when you or your
family are using a pool
• If a child is missing, look for him
or her in the pool or spa first
• Share safety instructions with

family, friends and neighbors
• Learn how to swim and teach
your child how to swim
• Learn to perform CPR on
children and adults
• Install a four-foot or taller fence
around the pool and spa and use
self-closing and self-latching gates;
ask your neighbors to do the same
at their pools.
• Install and use a lockable safety
cover on your spa.
• If your house serves as a fourth
side of a fence around a pool, install
door alarms and always use them.
For additional protection, install
window guards on windows facing
pools or spas.
• Install pool and gate alarms to
alert you when children go near the
water
• Maintain pool and spa covers in
good working order
If at any time you have questions
regarding fire or life safety issues
please feel free to contact the fire
station at 708-672-3111.
Less fire safety, more risk more
fire safety, no risk.
Carelessness is the biggest cause
of fire.
Ensure fire safety, save life save
property.

County Land Use and Building

appears to have occurred partially

Ordinances, the Township Board

to limited public interaction on field

appointed Bob as a part-time

reviews by Will County Land Use

Liaison between Crete Township

staff during the COVID pandemic

and Will County Land Use.

and the slowing of the court system,

The post of Township Liaison is

also due to the pandemic, as more
critical court cases took priority.

rete Township is pleased to

Bob very familiar with the Crete

intended to keep affected residents

announce that Bob Walters has

Township area.

informed on a timely basis and to

The addition of the Liaison will

been appointed as the Township

In unincorporated Crete

assist the County in resolving these

result in quicker notification to the

Liaison to Will County Land Use.

Township, building and land

violation cases including providing

County for remediation of property

Bob is a familiar face to many

use ordinances fall under the

any additional data on conditions to

and land use violations and for

jurisdiction of Will County.

Land Use.

prompt follow-up to the affected

of our residents as he also drives

Township governments are not

The increase in unresolved cases

residents.

allowed such authority pursuant
to Illinois State Statutes. The
Village of Crete has the authority
to implement and enforce its own
building ordinances. Although
Crete Township has no legal
authority over this area, we are
typically the first to be notified
- Bob Walters

of violations by our residents.

the Township Mosquito Abatement

Enforcement of violations is

truck (under the supervision of

handled by the Will County Land

Trustee Jim Piacentini) which he

Use Department.

has done for many years. His role in

Due to an increase in unresolved

operating the Township Mosquito

Land Use cases involving local

Abatement program has made

properties in violation of the Will
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Crete Township
To Resume
Planning For
Community
Center
- by Michael J. Liccar

A

t the February 2021 board
meeting, the Crete Township
Board voted unanimously to
resume planning for the proposed
Crete Township Community
Center. As vaccinations are now
rolling out and we anticipate
nearing the end of the COVID-19
crisis, the Board believes that it is
an appropriate time to resume
planning and evaluating financial
feasibility for the project.
The concept for building a new
Crete Township Community Center
campus had been discussed for
several years by the Township
Board. Initial feasibility planning
and the establishment of a formal
Capital Improvement Fund to save
money for the project formally
began in 2018. The proposed
project has been discussed
extensively at various Township
Board, Budget meetings, the Annual
Town Meeting and was reported in
the Township Newsletter as well as
some local newspapers.
When initiated in 2018, the
project was also discussed during a
public meeting of an initial Focus
Group Planning Committee
comprised of various community
leaders including: the Crete Food
Pantry, Crete Bulldogs, Crete Area
Youth Baseball/Softball Association,
Crete Woman’s Club, Angels on
Assignment, Crete Chamber of
Commerce, Crete Creative Gallery,
Crete Park District, Crete
Historical Society, Village of Crete,
Crete Euro Market (forerunner to
the Crete Farmers Market) and the
Crete Township Fire Protection
District.
Why A New Township
Community Center Campus?
The current Town Hall, located at
1367 Wood Street, was originally
constructed in 1990. It currently
houses the Township Assessor’s
Office, the Main Township Office,
the offices of the Clerk and
Supervisor, the Crete Food Pantry,
the Village of Crete Administration
Adjudication Court (for traffic and
vehicle violations) and is utilized as
a voting facility, including for early
voting.
The Town Hall facility is

8

comprised of two small offices (each
housing approximately 4-6
persons), a small conference room,
a small kitchen, a meeting room
which is limited to a maximum
capacity of 72, basement space and a
parking lot limited to 20 spaces.
Civic, non-profit and
governmental organizations
regularly use the Town Hall free of
charge. Local businesses
sometimes use the Town Hall for
meetings. The Town Hall is also
used by the Crete Rural Park Board,
the Will County Supervisor of
Assessments, Will County Center
for Community Concerns (which
provides LIHEAP utility assistance
for Township residents) and various
local Homeowners’ Associations. It
is also used for special workshops,
such as the Township Forums on
Firearm Safety and Creek Flooding
and as a facility to administer flu
shots for residents. Often times,
there is conflicting demand for the
meeting rooms or issues with space
limitations. Recently, Crete
Township has petitioned the Will
County Health Department to allow
the Town Hall to be used as a
COVID-19 vaccination site for our
residents.
The majority of the proposed
Township Community Center space
would be devoted to enhancing the
Crete Food Pantry, a major increase
in Senior, Youth and community
cultural facilities and activities and
in providing increased meeting and
activity space for civic, non-profit
and local business organizations.
As with the current Town Hall, it
would also house the staff of the
Township Main Office, the Office of
the Assessor and the Township
Board.
Currently, the Crete Food Pantry
operates out of a small kitchen area.
Its volunteers, many of whom are
senior citizens, have to walk up and
down a long flight of stairs to
limited basement space for
supplies. Patrons must come
through the very public main office
doors.
Trustee Bob Hodge and I
previously toured the Frankfort
Township Food Pantry and were
quite impressed with their
capabilities. The Township would
like to significantly upgrade the
space and capabilities of our Crete
Food Pantry to be similar to those
of Frankfort Township. This would
include major upgrades such as
restaurant quality coolers to
provide fresh produce (not
currently provided), enhanced
storage facilities for bread, pastry
items. canned goods and packaged
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goods (currently limited) and
restaurant-grade freezers for meats
and other frozen goods. Currently,
we have only one small residentialsized freezer and refrigerator.
Moreover, we would like to be able
to provide more discreet entrances
for the patrons to enter and obtain
their food parcels.
As for Senior events, the
Township used to host special
luncheons and holiday events for
our seniors in the main meeting
room which has a capacity of only
72. As the popularity of these senior
events grew, the Township officials
and staff, who served the
luncheons, had to break the events
into 3 separate seatings and even
then, the spaces were tight and
crowded and some residents had to
be turned away due to limited
seating. Consequently, these events
had to be outsourced to larger
facilities, initially to the Louis
Sherman Community Center in
Steger and subsequently to
Lincolnshire Country Club. The
picnic and bingo events have to be
held outside to accommodate the
attendees either in the Township
parking lot or at Crete Park which
made the events weathercontingent and subject to
cancellations in the event of
inclement weather. Many of our
Township Senior Events attract
approximately 150-200 participants
and are growing. We wish to have
many more activities and facilities
for our Seniors.
With the Community Center,
Crete Township plans to provide
special programs for Seniors and
Youth as well as activities for
residents of all ages including a
Fitness Center, Social Clubs, indoor
sports, cultural and educational
programs such as art, music and
dance lessons and a stage area for
community theater and indoor
concerts.
As the demands and needs for the
Township facilities have increased
over the years, we have found that
the current building is inadequate,
especially the limited space for
early voting. Last November we
served approximately 1,900 early
voters in a room limited to 72
persons. The new Community
Center would provide larger
meeting rooms, space for
communications/network
equipment (now crammed into a
closet not designed for that
purpose) and for adequately
accommodating the space
requirements for the Assessor’s
Office personnel. There is currently
no office space provided for the

Trustees or the Plan Commission.
As the building was constructed
in 1990, much of the wiring over the
years had to be retrofitted to
accommodate cabling for internet
use, computer networks and audio/
video systems. Storage space for
official records is not temperature/
humidity controlled and is limited.
Lighting, air purification, energy
usage and heating/air conditioning
systems are antiquated.
The current population of Crete
Township is now over 22,000
people. The Township Board
believes the new Community
Center would more adequately
serve the needs of our community
as well as be a source of destination
and a catalyst to improve the
quality of life and property values.
Planning for the Crete Township
Community Center
The Township Board is sensitive
that virtually all of the Township’s
revenue is derived from property
taxes. Consequently, the project
will not move forward until it is
deemed financially feasible and
self-sustaining. The Board does not
intend to raise property taxes for
the project and in fact, has lowered
the Town Fund Levy for 2021. Crete
Town Fund property taxes
represents approximately 1.7% of a
typical property tax bill.
The Town Fund has no debt. The
Township Board established a
Capital Improvement Fund in 2018
to begin saving for the project.
Over the last few years, the annual
Town Fund Budgets, as presented
during numerous public meetings,
have included line items to add to
the Capital Improvement Fund.
Currently, we have saved
approximately $578,000 in the
Capital Improvement Fund. Its
funds are invested in risk-free CDs,
money-market and cash accounts
on deposit at Old Plank Trail Bank
in Crete.
To provide additional funds for
the project, the Board would
attempt to sell the current Town
Hall campus. Mortgage rates are
now at historical lows and so, it may
be an opportune time to consider
financing.
Thus far, nothing has been spent
on the project and we continue to
plan and save. The Township Board
will reconvene and add members to
the Focus Group Planning
Committee, initiate formal studies
with architects/planners, prepare
financial models, pursue grant
availability as well as seek and
include valuable input from
residents, businesses and other
local governmental units.

Crete Pantry
- by Donna Allen

A

s the Crete Pantry begins its
45th year of operation, we
are trying to adapt to the current
situation.
Operating within the guidelines
of the coronavirus pandemic
we find requires very dedicated
volunteers. Fortunately, we do
have those volunteers. The Crete
Pantry became a reality those many
years ago to ease the financial
burden on the Township . It has
continued because the community
has supported us through food
donations, financial gifts and food
drives.
The recent emphasis in the media
on the need for food for the victims
of the virus, has resulted in many in

High School, a current food drive
sponsored by the Lions Club (one
of our first supporters 45 years
ago!) and many individuals who
consistently keep us in their
charitable giving.
With so much division in our
society today, the Crete Pantry
is available to serve all Township
residents who may be going through
a difficult time. Each week on
Wednesdays volunteers work to
pass out food for those residents.
The Crete Pantry is open each
Wednesday morning from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m. at the Crete Township
Building, 1367 Wood Street, Crete.
All financial donations are tax
deductible as the organization is a
registered 301-C organization.

Illinois Lutheran Schools

Excellence in Christian Education
Illinois Lutheran Schools
has two campuses:
Preschool - 6th Grade:
448 Cass Street in Crete
7th - 12th Grade:
1610 Main Street in Crete

Register now for the 21-22 school year!

Space is limited. Contact us today at 708.672.3262.

Growing Together in God’s Love

Illinois Lutheran Schools provide a loving, safe and dynamic
environment focused on the Word of God. We encourage
students, Preschool to 12th grade, to develop genuine
connec ons with their faithful teachers and peers in a
loving, secure Chris an se ng.
Illinois Lutheran focuses on college prep, building
valuable character traits and developing the
faith of each student.

the Crete community remembering
the Crete Pantry. We so appreciate
this continuing support.
Several of the programs designed
to aid the Pantry are Food for
Fines through the Crete Public
Library, annual food drives led by
the students at Illinois Lutheran

• Three Preschool op ons
• Face to face 5 days a week
• Remote op ons
www.ilhs.org • 708.672.3262 • facebook.com/illinoislutheran

THE HACKEL TEAM HAS A NEW NAME.
If you’ve driven under the viaduct on the north side of town,
you may have noticed a change to the long standing
billboard…Four years ago, local Crete resident Cara Dulaitis
purchased the well known Real Estate group known as “The
Hackel Team” & officially took over the reins. Now we're excited
to announce our new branding & official name change: The
Hackel Team is now The Dulaitis Group!
In the last 24 months, The Dulaitis Group helped over 325
families buy/sell homes in both IL & IN. In fact, we sold the
MOST homes in Crete in 2019 & 2020! We’re still offering the
same excellent service & local market knowledge, simply with
a refreshed brand & professional marketing.

Thank you for many years of supporting a local
small business & we look forward to many more!
-- Cara, Greta, Abby & Sonia

Contact our office today!
O: 708.957.5000
cdulaitis@gmail.com
www.dulaitisgroup.com

Call Our Real Estate Team

TODAY

at

708.957.50 0 0
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UPCOMING
VIRTUAL
EVENTS
FOR
ADULTS
CRETE LIBRARY
• Billy Joel, the Piano Man
presented by Gary Wenstrup
Monday, March 22 at 7 pm on Zoom.
Register.

• Fair Access to Credit and
Credit Scores Revealed
presented by the University of
Illinois Extension
Watch on demand
April 1-30.

• Gangster History of the
Midwest presented by Chad
Lewis
Watch on demand
Monday, April 12-Saturday, April 24.

• Paying for Care with Veteran’s
Benefits presented by Jerry
Schmitt
Monday, April 26 at 6:30 pm on Zoom.
Register.

• Understanding Alzheimer’s
and Dementia presented by the
Alzheimer’s Association
Wednesday, May 5 at 10 am on Zoom.
Register.

• Canine Message for Senior
Dogs presented by JoAnne
Dykhuizen
Wednesday, May 12 at 6:30 pm on Zoom.

Register.

10
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FAMOUS
BOARD GAMES
TRIVIa
1.) Properties on the Monopoly board
game are based on actual locations
of what American city?
2.) What popular children’s board
game was invented by a retired
school teacher in the polio wing of a
San Diego hospital in 1948?
3.) Which game provides small pink
and blue pegs representing your
children?
4.) The name “Jenga” is derived from
a word meaning ‘build’ in which
language?
5.) What was the original name
of the board game “Clue” which
was invented by British musician
Anthony Pratt during World War II?
ANSWERS
1.) Atlantic City 2.) Candyland 3.) The
Game of Life 4.) Swahili 5.) Murder!

708-754-3000
S E R V I N G S T E G E R S I N C E 19 9 8

AUTO SERVICE INC.
T H E R E A S O N A B LY P R I C E D M E C H A N I C S !

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
FOR CARS
TRUCKS & VANS

FO R E I G N AN D D O M E STI C
• Air Conditioners
• Heaters
• Tune-Ups
• Valve Jobs
• Shocks
• Brakes
• Struts

• Transmissions
• Engine Replacements
• Starters
• Emission Repairs

• Raidators
• Alternators
• Clutches
• Batteries
• Oil Changes
• Tire Sales & Repair
• CV Drive Axles

• Rack & Pinion
• Replacements
• Differential Repairs
• Computer Diagnostics

LOCATED JUST WEST,

BEHIND

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
(PREVIOUSLY
SUPERIOR OIL SHOP)
FIND OUR SIGN AT
THE CORNER OF
UNION & 34TH PL.

708-754-3000
34 E. 34TH PL ACE • STEGER | W W W.RPMSAUTO.COM
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CRETE TOWNSHIP
1367 WOOD STREET, CRETE, IL 60417

F A M I L Y

R E S T A U R A N T

Call Now 708.755.6200

37 E. 34th Street, Steger, IL 60475

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
SUNDAY 2PM - 8PM

Video Gaming, L I V E

E N T E RTA I N M E N T M A N Y EV E N I N GS

Crete Township Newsletter is circulated to all residents and businesses in Crete Township, reaching all of Crete,
as well as those in Steger that are in Crete Township.
Comments or questions can be directed to: Crete Township Office (708) 672-8279
We welcome you to also visit our website: www.cretetownship.com
To place an ad with Crete Township, please contact Pam at (708) 672-8279,
administrator@cretetownship.com

