FROM THE SU PERVISOR

MIC HA E L J. L IC CA R

“For last year’s words belong to last year’s lanuage. And next year’s words await another voice.
And to make an end is to make a beginning” - T.S. Eliot

A

s of the date of this writing,
approximately 70% of Illinois
adults have been vaccinated and
the State officially entered into
“Phase 5” whereby fully vaccinated
people can resume activities
without wearing a mask except
where required by federal, state
or local rules or as required by
local business and workplace rules.
Under Phase 5, all sectors of the
economy can resume at regular
capacity. In the words of the
Grateful Dead, “what a long, strange
trip it’s been!”
A few quick updates:
Proposed Township Community
Center
During its regular Board meeting
on June 9th, the Township Board
petitioned Township Clerk, Jim
Buiter, to call for a Special Town
Meeting to be held on June 29th

at 7:00pm at the Town Hall for
the electors to consider and act
on authorizing the Township
Board to negotiate a purchase
of real property located at 722
West Exchange Street in Crete
to be utilized for the Township
Community Center.
The property owners had
approached the Township Board
earlier about a potential sale of the
property. The property is located
west of Old Plank Trail Bank, east
of Crete-Monee High School, across
the street from the Crete Park
District headquarters and is within
walking distance to downtown
Crete.
The property adjoins Sangamon
Street and sits on approximately
4 acres. As the site of the original
Crete Reformed Church, the
existing round building would be

utilized initially as a Township
Senior and Youth Center. Since the
building design is round, it can be
easily expanded. The current Town
Hall would be retained and utilized
as it is currently.
If the property can be acquired,
it is anticipated that it could
be purchased with the existing
savings in the Township Capital
Improvement Fund and would
require no borrowing and no
increase in taxes. Expansion of
the property would be conducted
in phases as needs and Township
funds permit. Will keep you posted.
Township Paratransit Services
As the COVID pandemic subsides,
we are seeing an increase in our
Paratransit Services for seniors
and special needs residents. Crete
Township provides this service
in partnership with Will County
under the “Will Ride” program.
The actual transportation service
is outsourced from Will Ride to
PACE. We have been informed that
as is similar with other enterprises
in the post-pandemic era, PACE
has been having difficulty in
recruiting drivers. In an attempt
to improve delays in service, PACE
has announced that we will be
phasing in a taxi service in addition
to regular bus service. Riders will
be informed when they call Will
Ride dispatching on the mode of
transportation for their partitcular
trip. All vehicles associated with
the taxi service will have a Pace
placard on the vehicle so that the
resident will know that it is their
taxi. Otherwise, the regular PACE
buses will handle the trips.

Township Liaison with Will County
Land Use
The Township Liaison program
with Will County Land Use is going
well. Township Liaison Bob Walters
has been working directly with
Township residents and Land Use
agents on multiple cases thus far to
resolve building and property code
violations.
Senior Events
As we have entered Phase 5,
Crete Township will resume
its traditional Senior Picnic at
Crete Park on July 30th under the
direction of Trustee Frank Elton.
Please contact the Township office
for more details.
Mosquito Abatement
Township mosquito spraying
is in operation. This service is
managed by Trustee Piacentini and
the spray truck is fully operational
and safe abatement chemicals
ample for the season.
Trustee Cheryl Albrecht
The Township Board welcomes
newly elected Trustee Cheryl
Albrecht. Cheryl is a local business
owner (Country Companies
Insurance) and has been very active
in the community for many years,
serving in leadership positions in
multiple capacities including PTO
and Angels on Assignment. Cheryl
will be handling Township Youth
Activities and Finance.

Michael J. Liccar

Supervisor
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com
708.672.8279

News From The Clerk

I

t has been
a very mild
spring up
until the past
two weeks
when the hot
sticky weather
came in June.
The Clerk’s
office with his
JIM BUITER,
reliable staff
TOWNSHIP CLERK
of volunteers
and Deputy Clerk ran a very
honest, fair and efficient election.
Thank you very much for voting
in a great group of candidates
who have your best interests in
mind. In addition, this quarter
we held budget workshops for
both the General Fund and Road

and Bridge Fund and had a public
hearing on them. Those budgets
will be filed by end of July, 2021
with the Will County Clerk’s Office.
The annual Town Hall meeting
was held on April 13, 2021. There
was general discussion about
the new community center and
minutes from last annual meeting
were read and approved. The
Statement of Economic Interests
were distributed to the appropriate
people and were all filed by May 1,
2021. All the elected officials were
all sworn in on May 17, 2021 and are
looking forward to fulfilling their
duties and responsibilities. If any
questions and concerns, Jim Buiter,
the clerk can always be reached at
the township offices.

From the Building and Grounds
Committee

S

ummer is
upon us,
and I think we
are all looking
forward to
a return to
normalcy as
COVID-19
BOB HODGE,
cases continue
TRUSTEE
to decline
and more people are vaccinated.

That said, safety and sanitation
practices will continue at Township
Hall and as a government
organization, we are following all
state guidelines.
We hope to see you all out and
about enjoying the beautiful days
of Summer. Please don’t hesitate
to stop by Township Hall and say
hello.

Welcome Trustee Cheryl Albrecht

H

ello
Everyone!
First, I
would like
to thank you
for electing
me as a Crete
Township
Trustee. I am
CHERYL ALBRECHT,
very excited to
TRUSTEE
serve in this
position. As a Trustee, I have been
appointed as head of the Finance
Committee and Youth Services.
This board has historically held
a tight budget and I plan to follow
that plan. They recently lowered
the tax levy which lowered taxes
1.16%. They have been adding to a
Capital Improvement Fund in the
past and we are now considering
purchasing land for the next

Community Center. The fact that
they can purchase the land with
the existing Capital Improvement
Fund and not raise taxes is
amazing. Please see Mike Liccar’ s
article for more information.
I am also very excited about
directing the Youth Services
Committee. We have a wonderful
Park District in Crete, but I would
like to do more and work jointly
with the Park District on some
new and fun projects. I have a
lot of ideas and I would like to
develop a volunteer committee for
brainstorming. Please contact me if
you’re interested.
Have a fun and healthy summer!

Cheryl Albrecht
Trustee

Update from the Mosquito Task
Force

Hello Seniors!

L

et me
start out
by welcoming
Summer.
Wow, what
a year it has
been. Hope
all is safe and
FRANK ELTON,
healthy. We
TRUSTEE
had our St.
Patrick’s drive thru on March 19,
2021. We served over 200 seniors
with corn beef dinners. Dessert
was a mini Nothing Bundt Cakes.
We also had cartoon characters
welcoming the seniors in. A
good time was had by all. I thank
everyone for helping to make
another successful event.
Also, we are proud to announce
that we will be having our “Senior
Picnic” at Crete Park on July 30,
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- Mosquito Abatement calibrating equipment for this season’s mosquito spray.

M
2021 at 11:30 AM. Space is limited
so please make your reservations
by calling the Town Hall at 708672-8279. You can reserve and pick
up your ticket at your convenience.
You will need your ticket to be
entered in a drawing for prizes.
There will also be a few surprises
to enjoy.
I would like to thank everyone
for all your continued support. It
is greatly appreciated.
God Bless you all,

Frank " Bambino" Elton
Trustee
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JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE

osquito

to be a certain degree for us to go

season

out. I will be keeping an eye on

is here. We

the internet on the CDC’s website

are already to

and communicating with other

tackle those

municipalities in reference to the

little varmints.

mosquito’s

Machine

in their area.

has been

If you have

calibrated

any questions

and ready.

please call

There hasn’t been any problems

Town Hall at

yet but waiting. We will be trying

708-672-8279

to get out two or three times a

and leave your contact information

week. The weather determines

and I will return your call.

if we go out. If it is raining or a
chance of rain, windy we won’t be
able to go out. Temperature has

Jim Piacentini

Director of Mosquito Abatement

News from the Highway Commissioner

S

ummer is
here and
like road crews
everywhere,
things are
going full
speed ahead at
The Township
Road District.
Whether we
are mowing,
ANTHONY “TONY”
paving,
RECUPITO,
performing
HIGHWAY
ditch work,
COMMISSIONER
culvert
replacements, or signage
installations, we are always trying
to improve things along our
Township Road system.
As I reported earlier, the
improvements along Exchange
Street/ 101st Avenue and the
intersection improvements at
Stateline Road and Exchange Street,
which were scheduled to begin this
year, have begun on the eastern
section by Calumet Avenue and are
moving west. When the work begins
at the intersection of Exchange
Street and Stateline Road, which
will include the addition of turn
lanes and traffic signals, there will
be some temporary lane closures.
Please follow all detour signs.
Our 2021 Pavement Maintenance
project will include patching and
asphalt overlay at various locations.
Please be aware of the “Fresh Oil”

signs when approaching these
areas.
We receive many calls regarding
speeding traffic in all our areas
of The Township, the majority of
which come from residents that
reside east of IL RTE 394. This
makes sense due to the everincreasing traffic commuting
between Illinois and Indiana.
Not only is the speeding
a problem, but the reckless
nature of some of the driving is
unprecedented. It is not uncommon
to see those passing in “no passing
zones,” passing on hills and curves
and the proverbial “tailgating,”
which in the event of a sudden
braking of the vehicle in front can
cause a lot of carnage to all those
involved. Imagine you are driving
down the road at 45-50 mph and
there is a vehicle 10 feet off your
rear bumper when a deer jumps in
front of you. You slam on the brakes,
the vehicle behind you either rear
ends you and pushes you into the
ditch, or worse, into oncoming
traffic. Not a pretty outcome. Keep
in mind, by tailgating, you are not
getting anywhere sooner than the
person in front of you – you are just
creating a potentially bad situation
for everyone.
I believe that there is a lack of
respect by some on the highways,
and to them, they think that their
commute is only “all about them.”

I also believe that enforcement
is the only answer, but, given the
enormity of the situation, that is
easier said than done. As Highway
Commissioner, The Will County
Sheriff’s Department has always
responded to any concerns that I
have brought to their attention, but
they cannot be everywhere, all the
time, so it is the responsibility of
every driver on the road to practice
caution and drive safely.
Nevertheless, to assist those who
wish to report any traffic issues on
our Township or County roads, The
Will County Sheriff’s Department
has a link that you can use to submit
the complaint online. I would
encourage you to go to https://www.
willcosheriff.org/enforcement/
patrol/traffic-complaint-form to
submit your traffic concern directly
to them. We at The Road District
will continue to do our part to keep
our roads safe.
As always, if you need any other
information about our Township
Roads, or have any concerns, please
contact me at 708-672-7732 or via
email at arecupito@cretetownship.
com.
Happy motoring and stay safe!

Anthony "Tony" Recupito
Highway Commissioner
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From the Crete Township Assessor
“Values are like fingerprints. Nobodies are the same, but you leave them
all over everything you do.” - Elvis Presley

D

o you
have new
neighbors?
Homes started
selling last
year and have
not stopped!
Local realtors’
opinion on Crete
MARY MARGARET
Township’s
TAMEZ
ASSESSOR
market is that it
will not be slowing down anytime
soon. The sale value in comparison
to the assessed values have been
quite drastic on many occasions.
Like most markets throughout
the nation, we are experiencing
property transfers with multiple
offers, bidding wars, and very short
market times. This is driving up the
value of our homes due to the lack
of inventory with strong demand
in our area and we are seeing the
sale prices soar. There are many
people coming from the downtown
area that are now able to work from
home, tired of the crowded spaces,
and love large yard space. Our

Crete Township
Hall Services
Offered

township includes forest preserve
trails, park district programs, and
privacy of acres of land yet we still
can hop, skip, and jump to fun city
life! From starter to luxury homes,
farms to townhomes, new builds to
1800’s we have a home for all!
I am hopeful many of you
received the letter from the Will
County Supervisor of Assessments
Office about the renewal forms for
2021. Due to most of our applicants
being seniors and those with
disabilities the plan is to renew all
exemptions again automatically.
Due to the timing of the passing
of HB3289 being signed, we are
assuming that the best decision
will be made to continue to keep
everyone safe for the 2021 year and
if for some reason it does not pass,
we will be sending out the renewal
forms. I will keep you informed as I
receive any additional information.
When you received your property
tax bill, you noticed there are some
changes for the 2020 property tax
bill payable in 2021. The Will County

Treasurer will be giving the option
to make four payments rather than
two for the 2021 tax bill!
The due dates will be:
1st Installment – Half due 6/3/2021
Remaining half due 8/3/2021
2nd Installment – Half due 9/3/2021
Remaining half due 11/3/2021
This change has been made for
this year only to try to help those
effected by the pandemic. If you
have any additional questions,
please feel free to contact the Will
County Treasurer Tim Brophy at
815-740-4675 or email Treasurer@
willcountyillinois.com.
This past year has taught me so
much about value. I value the smiles
of others, the in person meeting, as
well as the hugs that were missed
from our family. It is nice seeing the
values of our homes increase with
hopes our community will flourish
together.

Mary Margaret Tamez
Crete Township Assessor

MARRIAGE LICENSE INFORMATION

Here are just a few of the
services offered by the
Crete Township Hall
• Vote Registration Services
• Temporary Handicap
Placards
• Notary Service
• Will County Assessor’s
Office on Site
• Food Pantry Wednesday
from 9AM-11AM
4

There are many
exemptions that you
may qualify for!
General Homestead
Exemption
Do you live on the property, a
named owner on the deed, and it
is your principal residence?
You qualify! This exemption is
added and removed by our office,
there is no form. ALWAYS check
your property tax bill to make
sure you have it if you qualify.

Disabled Person
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You
qualify! Please bring in the proof
of disability or come to the office
to get the form for the doctor to
fill out for the proof and we will
assist you with the exemption
form.

Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and
a named owner on the deed?
You qualify! Bring in your drivers
license or ID for proof of age
and we will assist you in the
application.

Senior Freeze
Exemption
Are you 65 and have a total
household income of less than
$65,000? You qualify! The
income level was increased from
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018
assessment year! Bring in your
federal income tax form or any
forms you would normally take
to have your income taxes done
if you no longer meet the filing
requirements.We will have the
forms in our office after April 1st
and we can assist you in filling out
the form.

Disabled Veteran
Marriage Licenses for Will County
may be obtained at the Crete
Township Office, Monday thru
Friday, 9 AM to 3 PM.
Marriage License - $28.00 for
issuing a marriage license.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
MUST BE MARRIED IN WILL COUNTY

CASH ONLY. No personal checks,
debit or credit cards!
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Identification Required to obtain a
Marriage License:
• Current form of I.D (Driver’s
License or State I.D, Passport or
Military ID)
• Divorce papers or death
certificate if other than first
marriage.

Are you a Veteran with at least
30% service-connected disability
through the Department of
Veterans Affairs and a named
owner on the deed? You qualify!
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as
well as the proof of disability for
the current year you are applying
for that lists your percentage of
disability and we will assist you in
filling out the form.

Former Crete
Township
Assessor Passes
Away
- by Michael J. Liccar

Ronald A. Koelling
1934-2021

R

on Koelling, who served as
Crete Township Assessor from
1985 to 2005, passed away on June
5th in Weatherford Texas, where
he and his wife Charlotte had been
recently residing to be close to
their family.

Ron attended Trinity Lutheran
School in Crete and Crete High
School where he graduated in 1952.
He served as a Specialist 3rd Class
in the US Army from 1954-1956.
Ron worked his family farm as a
dairy farmer and subsequently
operated a home remodeling and
repair business.
Ron was instrumental in
automating the Township
Assessor’s Office by installing the
first computers and fax machines
and by implementing software
which vastly improved the time
and efficiency of the office.
Ron served for many years
as a Board Member of Township
Officials of Illinois and the Illinois
Assessors Association.
Ron’s memory was honored
during the Crete Township
Board of Trustees Meeting on
June 9, 2021. Supervisor Liccar
commented that “Ron certainly
brough a lot to the community and
we want the record to show our
condolences to Charlotte and the
rest of the family. And on behalf
of the people of Crete Township,
our appreciation of his many years
of service that Ron gave to this
Township.”

Trustee Walter
Grady Retires
From Township
Board

where he served for over 30 years.

- by Michael J. Liccar

including a home ownership

T

rustee
Walter

Grady recently
retired from
the Township
Board in May
of this year.

WALTER GRADY,
TRUSTEE

He served as
Trustee from

2017-2021 and as Collector from
2009-2017. Walter headed Finance
for the Township.
Walter had a distinguished
career as President and Chief
Executive Officer of Seaway Bank
and Trust Company in Chicago

Township
Board
Welcomes
Trustee Cheryl
Albrecht
- by Michael J. Liccar

Monee High School and received
her Bachelor’s Degree from Illinois
State University. Cheryl operates
her own insurance agency with
Country Companies Insurance
in downtown Crete. She has
been a career agent with Country
Financial for over 39 years and is
the longest tenured female agent
in the company.
Cheryl has actively served
the community as a long-time
volunteer in the Crete Schools
PTO, Show Choir and Angels on
Assignment. She is married to
Nelson Albrecht, who serves as
President of Crete-Monee School
District 201-U.
We’re delighted to have Cheryl

- Trustee Cheryl Albrecht

T

on the Board as she brings a

he Township Board welcomes

tremendous amount of energy,

newly elected Trustee Cheryl

creativity and genuine concern for

Albrecht. Cheryl is a life-time

the residents of our community.

resident of Crete Township.

Cheryl will be handling Township

Cheryl is a graduate of Crete-

Youth Services and Finance.

During his tenure at Seaway, Walter
was instrumental in growing its
asset base from $40 million to over
$500 million. Several programs
were created during his tenure
program that allowed qualified
buyers to more easily own their
own home by putting down only
1 percent of the home’s value. The
bank’s Community Development
Corp. unit was also started during
his tenure, which buys dilapidated
properties, rehabs them and then
sells them to low and moderateincome individuals at affordable
prices. Walter retired from Seaway
in 2014.
We wish to thank Walter for
his outstanding service to Crete
Township and wish him and his
wife Janyth, a happy and enjoyable
retirement.
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$3 off your meal
1361 Benton St.
Crete, IL 60417
HOURS

SUNDAY: 8AM-1AM
MONDAY: CLOSED
TUES- THURS: 11AM-1AM
FRIDAY: 11AM-2AM
SATURDAY: 8AM- 2AM

- Crete Woman’s Club presenting presenting five college scholarships to candidates

Crete Woman’s Club Presents
Scholarships
- by Jane Castle

T

he Crete Woman’s Club was
pleased to present four $2000
college scholarships and one $1500
technical trade scholarship to
worthy 2021 Crete Monee High
School seniors.
Recipients of the college
scholarships, pictured from left to
right, are Tyler Gralewski, Austin
Hofman, Victoria Banuelos, and
Magali Souffrant. Not available
for a picture is the technical
trade scholarship recipient
Isaiah Hopkins. Presenting the
scholarships is CWC president
Becca Wolfe.
Tyler and Austin are covaledictorians for the class of 2021.
Because of his interest in aerospace
engineering, Tyler will major in

WE’RE PROUD
TO SUPPORT

CRETE
TOWNSHIP
What do we love most about our
community? The people we share it with!
We’re proud to support local families,
businesses, and organizations because
Crete is our home, too.

,

.

CRETE’S COMMUNITY BANK
700 W. Exchange | Crete, IL 60417
708-672-6161 | www.oldplanktrailbank.com
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.

aeronautics at the University of
Illinois in Champaign-Urbana.
His dream is to work for Lockheed
Martin and help design new and
improved airplanes that limit the
amount of pollution released into
our atmosphere.
Austin plans on majoring in
computer engineering with hopes of
creating new technology that would
help others, such as fine tuning
car safety systems and designing
automated lawn mowers.
Victoria’s goal is to become a
clinical or criminal psychologist.
Because of her interest in mental
health issues, she wants to help
others, reduce stigmas concerning
mental illness, and spread the
message of the importance of
mental health, especially with at
risk youth.
Magali plans to major in fashion
business management. She is not
only interested in fashion as a form
of art and personal expression, but
she is also concerned with unjust
labor laws and working conditions
in developing nations. Her dream is
to help revamp the fashion industry
to be environmentally and socially
responsible.
Isaiah’s first class in automotive
technology at Kankakee Area
Career Centers made him realize
that his desire is to become an
auto mechanic. Receiving the
CWC scholarship will help him in
pursuing his dream.
The women of the Crete Woman’s
Club congratulate these young
scholars and wish them the best in
following their chosen paths. The
Club also thanks the community for
supporting the various fundraisers,
helping them help others.

CRETE TOWNSHIP NEWS // SUMMER 2021

Must bring coupon in.
Not valid on discounted
specials.
One coupon per table.

-Live gaming available!
-Daily lunch and dinner specials
posted to our website and Facebook.
-Breakfast every Saturday and
Sunday starting at 8 AM

jasonspubcrete.com
jasonspub1361

Crete Woman’s Club Provides
Service to the Community
- by Leslee Williams

T

he foundation of the Crete
Woman’s Club is based on
friendship and service to the
community. CWC provides service
in ways that may be unseen.
Currently members volunteer and
provide financial support for the
Crete Pantry. Members created
and maintain the lovely butterfly
garden at the library. In partnership
with the Historical Society, CWC
volunteers create educational
displays just inside the library
entrance. Most of the docents for
the Crete Creative Gallery are
CWC members. Members have
volunteered in the elementary
schools and the club has provided
field trip buses for students to
attend GSU theater offerings.
If you’ve toured the Manilow
Sculpture Park your guide may
have been a CWC member. CWC

members have been on the library
board, on village committees
and they volunteer in many local
organizations. Commitment to our
wonderful community is rewarding
and enjoyable. CWC offers many
opportunities to volunteer but the
organization has a variety of “clubs
within a club” that give members
social and entertainment outlets,
too. Among these are book clubs,
arts, needle work, card and foodie
groups. CWC has a genealogy group
and a foreign affairs group. The
website cretewomansclub.net gives
an overview of club’s activities
and events. Women interested
in volunteering or enjoying the
club social activities can join by
submitting an application which is
also found on the website. Women
from all communities are welcome.

- Jane Castle, CWC past president third from left, installs the 2021-22 CWC officers. L-R
Becca Wolfe, Crete, president; Midge Koza, Crete, treasurer; Jane Castle, Crete; Chris
McFadden, St John, 1st vice president; Judy Papaleo, Crete, recording secretary; Rene
Normoyle, Monee, corresponding secretary. Not pictured, Donna Swanstrom, Crete, 2nd
vice president.

Crete F-Men
News
- by Aaron DaCorte

T

fun ghouls and goblins for you
to meet and take a picture with!
Warm up by the bonfire, have a
jump in the bounce house (weather
permitting) and bring a lawn chair
and blanket for lawn seating under

he Crete F-Men would like

the stars! Alcohol and smoking

to thank our community

is prohibited. More info can be

partners for your continued

found on our Nightmare in Crete

support of our organization.

Haunted House Facebook page.

Thank you to all the local

Watch for more details and movie

businesses and members of the

selection announcements! This

community for your financial

event is FREE and popcorn will be

support and assistance to make

provided while supplies last!

our events possible!
CRETE HAUNTED HOUSE –
FAMILY OUTDOOR MOVIE

OCTOBER 22, 23, 29, and 30 at

NIGHTS – JULY 17, AUGUST 28

7PM, the 32nd annual Nightmare

Our annual outdoor movie nights

in Crete Haunted House returns

are back! Join us on July 17 and

for your annual dose of frightful

August 28 at 8PM to enjoy a classic

fun! In the summer of 1847, Cecil

family friendly movie on the

F. Mancy’s macabre killing spree

big screen and under the stars!

terrorized the residents of Crete,

Remember to bring your lawn

IL. This Halloween, relive those

chairs and blankets! Alcohol and

terrors on our Haunted Hayride

smoking is prohibited. Watch for

attraction. Follow in Cecil’s

more details and movie selection

footsteps as you learn the chilling

announcements! These events

details behind the shocking

are FREE and popcorn will be

spree of murders. Volunteers are

provided while supplies last!

always needed. Please contact
Aaron at (708) 363-1332 for more

FAMILY HALLOWEEN MOVIE

708-754-3000

information.

NIGHT - SEPTEMBER 25
The Crete F-Men will return this

FAMILY FUN FEST – OCTOBER 30

fall with some Spooky-Spectacular

Families are invited to attend our

events! On September 25th we

annual Fun Fest at Nightmare in

will host our 5th annual Family

Crete Haunted House on October

Movie Night at Nightmare in Crete

30h from 2PM-4PM. Children

Haunted House! Come out for

ages 0-12 are invited to trick or

a FREE family friendly double

treat with the monsters and enjoy

feature of Halloween favorites on

tons of FREE candy, prizes, face

the big screen starting at 7PM.

painting, bounce house, and more!

ALSO! We might even have some

Adult supervision required.

S E R V I N G S T E G E R S I N C E 19 9 8

AUTO SERVICE INC.
T H E R E A S O N A B LY P R I C E D M E C H A N I C S !

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
FOR CARS
TRUCKS & VANS

FO R E I G N AN D D O M E STI C
• Air Conditioners
• Heaters
• Tune-Ups

• Valve Jobs
• Shocks

• Brakes
• Struts
•
•
•
•

• Raidators
• Alternators
• Clutches

• Batteries
• Oil Changes

•
•
Transmissions
•
Engine Replacements •
Starters
•
Emission Repairs
•

Tire Sales & Repair
CV Drive Axles
Rack & Pinion
Replacements

Differential Repairs

Computer Diagnostics

LOCATED JUST WEST,

BEHIND

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
(PREVIOUSLY
SUPERIOR OIL SHOP)
FIND OUR SIGN AT
THE CORNER OF
UNION & 34TH PL.

708-754-3000
34 E. 34TH PL ACE • STEGER | W W W.RPMSAUTO.COM
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Summertime
Safety

10,200 fires due to outdoor grills.

how dangerous lawn mowers can

Approximately 4,500 of these fires

be. Every year across the nation,

involved structures. A buildup of

approx. 6,400 people are injured by

grease and soot at the bottom of

lawn mowers. Injuries can happen

the grill or an overly full grease cup

to teenagers trying to earn money

can easily cause your grill to catch

during the summer months or to

ith summer comes great

fire. Cleaning your grill is one of

adult homeowners who have been

barbecues, fireworks and

the best ways to keep your grill

mowing for years. Wrist and hand

from catching fire.

injuries are most common yet

friends. Being safe is the best way

many injuries happen to fingers

to stay ‘cool’ all summer long.

- by Lieutenant Kyle Haemker
Crete Township Fire Protection
District

W

all of the outdoor fun activities.
Everyone is looking forward to

Another way to prevent your

the summertime especially after

home from becoming involved in a

and toes. Injuries from lawn

experiencing the pandemic over

fire is to keep your grill on a patio

mowers are no fun and usually

community that still shares a

the past year.

or deck away from your home when

result in an emergency room

great portion of land with our

in use. Also, allowing your grill to

visit. The American Academy of

farmer neighbors. When crops

off. Grilling is a great way to

cool down before storing for the

Pediatrics states kids 12 years and

start growing, keeping an eye

spend time outside with family

evening.

younger should not be operating a

especially near intersections is

and friends while enjoying nature

push mower and you should be at

very important. Watching for slow

and your beautifully groomed

least 16 years of age to operate a

Safety should never take time

Crete is also a growing

riding mower.
Lawn mowers should be cooled
down prior to storing just like a
grill. Lawn mowers are generally
used from 1-2 hours at a time and
often placed back in a shed or
A well-maintained lawn is
another joy for most homeowners.

garage without a proper cool down
period.

moving farm implements on the

landscaping. Grilling outdoors

A nicely mowed lawn increases

Summer months are a wonderful

also helps to cut down on energy

your home’s curb appeal, however,

time of the year to spend weekends

very slow and are often missed

costs. From 2013-2017 there were

most people don’t realize just

and holidays with family and

near intersections and backroads.

roads. These vehicles often travel

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS FROM THE DULAITIS GROUP
The Dulaitis Group (formerly The Hackel Team) is offering a free
market analysis of your home. Not sure what your house is
worth or what needs to be done before listing? Give us a call!
The Crete real estate market is still HOT with many homes
experiencing multiple offers & short market times.
In the last 24 months, The Dulaitis Group helped over 325
families buy/sell homes in both IL & IN. In fact, we sold the
MOST homes in Crete in 2019 & 2020! We’re still offering the
same excellent service & local market knowledge, simply with
a refreshed brand & professional marketing.

Thank you for many years of supporting a local
small business & we look forward to many more!
-- Cara, Greta, Abby & Sonia

Contact our office today!
O: 708.957.5000
cdulaitis@gmail.com
www.dulaitisgroup.com

Call Our Real Estate Team
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TODAY

at

708.957.5000

Crete Creative
Art Gallery
- by Phyllis Monks

GALLERY LOCATED
1304 MAIN STREET, CRETE
“My Best Friend” presents the
artwork of 19 artists depicting their
dogs at the Gallery from June 25 to
August 7, 2021. Dogs have always
been at our side as protectors and
valuable friends. They are loyal,

curious & loving. The Gallery is
open every Thursday, Friday &
Saturday from 10am-2pm.
Coming this Fall, we are pleased
to present the work of Crete’s own
Janice Meister. She is a well-known
printmaker at heart but utilizes
mixed media & digital imaging as
part of her artwork. A love of nature
& organic forms has influenced
her art. Her works can be probing
as well as introspective. Yet others
are humorous as well as playful
with some reflecting her past as a
high school educator for 30 years.
Janice’s art has been exhibited
in National & International Art
Shows and are in several private &
corporate collections.

*The Gallery is in the beautiful
renovated Victorian home, N.
Main St.

Crete Library
Events

Library & Historical Society

with Maralyn Koelling Brauer

Capture and Preserve Local

(now 94 years old) by Tim

History

Piepenbrink and Phyllis Monks

- by Sarah Wegley

The Crete Public Library and

of the Crete Area Historical

Crete Area Historical Society are

Society. The documentary video

excited to tell the community

of that interview provides context

about the Letters Home: A World

and additional details on the

War II Scrapbook collection now

scrapbook and Maralyn’s life. The

available at https://capturingcrete.

recording also contains a reading

org/lettershome.

aloud of the names of the 12

During World War II, Crete

soldiers from Crete who perished

resident and high school student

during World War II.

Maralyn Koelling launched a

Also discussed during the

patriotic letter writing campaign

interview are a special edition of

to bolster the morale of the men

The Crete Record newspaper and

from Crete who were serving

a film recorded in the early 1940s

in the military. Her scrapbook

of WWII soldiers on leave in Crete.

contains mailing addresses,

The Capturing Crete collection

newspaper clippings about the

includes a scanned copy of this

soldiers and the war, photographs

newspaper and a link to the film

THE MYSTERY OF NANCY DREW

of them, and replies sent back to

(with audio commentary later

JULY 18-31. WATCH ON DEMAND.

her. The first four pages of the

added to it) which is available on

scrapbook have a listing of the 280

YouTube.

LIBRARY EVENTS
Find full event details at
cretelibrary.org/calendar

CASTLES OF EUROPE

men from Crete who served. Note:

MONDAY, AUGUST 9 AT 7PM.

the amount of content recorded

ongoing joint project between

REGISTER.

for each one varies. The scrapbook

the library and the Crete Area

is organized alphabetically so it’s

Historical Society to preserve

THE BAND CHICAGO

easy to locate the page(s) for a

local history. You can find and

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 AT 7 PM.

particular name. With Maralyn’s

view the complete archive at

REGISTER.

permission, the library has now

capturingcrete.org. For questions

archived digital images of the

about the Capturing Crete

10 WARNING SIGNS OF

scrapbook and created direct links

website, please contact Megan

ALZHEIMER’S

to the letters she received.

Vasquez at the library.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 AT 10
AM. REGISTER.

Capturing Crete is an

On March 27, 2021, the library
facilitated a taped interview
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KEY
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HARD

MEDIUM

EASY

SUDOKU

EASY

OPEN DAILY 6AM
DINE IN – TAKE OUT – DELIVERY
CALL 708-672-3383
ORDER ONINE smokeyjos.com

Come visit us and save
MEDIUM

$5

Enjoy a Special Discount on a

Guest Stay j

HARD

i

Sample the Village
Woods Lifestyle
This summer we invite you to sample the Village Woods
lifestyle. Book a 4-week stay in our fully-furnished guest
room and enjoy all that Village Woods has to offer:
chef-cooked meals, life-enriching programming, and
personalized healthcare assistance if needed. When you
pay for three weeks, you’ll receive your fourth week free.

Book Your
Guest Stay Today.
www.VisitVillageWoods.com

SUDOKU ANSWER KEY

Village Woods

2681 Route 394 | Crete, IL 60417
(708) 672-6111 | vw@provlife.com
* Trial stay must be redeemed by August 31st, 2021. Some
restrictions apply. Reservations are based on availability.
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F A M I L Y

R E S T A U R A N T

Crete Township Newsletter is circulated to all residents and businesses in Crete Township, reaching all of
Crete, as well as those in Steger that are in Crete Township.
Comments or questions can be directed to: Crete Township Office (708) 672-8279
We welcome you to also visit our website: www.cretetownship.com
To place an ad with Crete Township, please contact Pam at (708) 672-8279,
administrator@cretetownship.com

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

Video Gaming, LIVE

ENTERTAINMENT MANY EVENINGS

