
FROM THE SUPERVISOR MICHAEL J.  LIC CAR
“Human spirit is the ability to face the uncertainty of the future with curiosity and optimism. It is 

the belief that problems can be solved, differences resolved.” -  Bernard Becket

It’s summertime in Crete!  We 
hope that you can take time 

with family and friends to enjoy 
the sunshine, travel, reunite, 
celebrate or just take a few lazy 
days. 
Some quick updates: 
Future Township Community 
Center – 722 Exchange Street

   The closing on the building 
and property has continued 
to be delayed pending certain 
legal and title arrangements 
still being worked out by the 
Seller’s attorneys. Although we 
are disappointed by the pace of 
their progress, we remain hopeful 
that this will finally come to a 
conclusion soon. Once it does, 
Crete Township is prepared to 
move quickly with the closing 
on the property and resume our 
strategic planning for its intended 
uses for our community. We will 
keep you posted. 
ARPA Grants

    Crete Township has been 
allocated funds made available 

under the “Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds” 
(SLFRF) program, which is part 
of the Federal American Rescue 
Plan. 

   The funds were disbursed by 
the Federal government to Will 
County who then determined the 
allocation of the funds throughout 
the County. The County allocated 
to Crete Township $152,976 in 
available funding. However, the 
use of SLFRF funds is limited 
to specific matters related to 
the recovery from the COVID 
pandemic. The funds are held 
by Will County  and would be 
remitted to the Township on 
a “reimbursement basis” only 
after the Township has actually 
made approved expenditures. 
Crete Township is working 
with the consulting firm hired 
by Will County to administer 
the program, to assist us in 
determining appropriate 
allowable uses of the funds. 
Township Paratransit Services

   Ridership continues to rise 
as does the average cost per 
ride. Crete Township provides 
paratransit services to its senior 
and special needs residents 
through its participation in the 
Will Ride Program, which is a Will 
County program administered 
by PACE. Will Ride is funded 
solely by the participating 
Townships, such as ours, as well 

as some federal and state grants. 
Will County itself provides no 
funding to the program. (More 
information is available at: 
https://www.willcountyillinois.
com/County-Offices/Special-
Services/Will-Ride-Dial-A-Ride)

   For the quarter ended March 
31, 2022, ridership increased 
approximately 13% from the same 
period last year. The average cost/
ride increased approximately 
21.75%. ref lecting increases in 
labor, fuel and operating costs 
in administering the program. 
Also, PACE provides a taxi service 
under the program, which is 
utilized depending on the specific 
ride requests and this also 
affects the overall costs. We were 
informed that Will County will 
soon be embarking upon a special 
transportation study which will 
also address paratransit services 
throughout the County. 
Senior Events

   Crete Township has hosted two 
new special events for seniors, 
“Bingocize”, a 10-week health 
promotion & game event and 
“Watercolor Mosaic”, an artwork/
crafting event.  

   On June 29th,from 1:30pm-
3:30pm we will host “Crafting 
Connections” for a 4th of July 
Painting. Bingocize will return 
each Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 1:00-2:30pm, from August 
30 through November 3rd. These 

events are free of charge and 
held at the Town Hall (1367 Wood 
Street). 

   These programs are operated 
by Catholic Charities of Joliet 
and are funded by AgeGuide-
Northeastern Illinois, which is 
one of 622 Area Agencies on Aging, 
a Federal Program to improve the 
quality of life for seniors. 
Mosquito Abatement

     Township mosquito spraying 
season has begun. Trustee Jim 
Piacentini who coordinates the 
program and Township employee, 
Bob Walters, who operates the 
spray truck are working their 
regular spraying schedule 
which is contingent on weather 
conditions. Please contact Trustee 
Piacentini or the Township Office 
with any questions or special 
requests.

   As always, please feel free to 
contact us if you should have 
questions or if we can be of 
service.  
 
Best wishes for an 
enjoyable Summer! 
 
Michael J. Liccar 
Supervisor 
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com 
708.672.8279 

https://www.willcountyillinois.com/County-Offices/Special-Services/Will-Ride-Dial-A-Ride
https://www.willcountyillinois.com/County-Offices/Special-Services/Will-Ride-Dial-A-Ride
https://www.willcountyillinois.com/County-Offices/Special-Services/Will-Ride-Dial-A-Ride


I hope 
everyone is 

having a good 
summer so 
far. Things are 
very busy at 
The Township 
Road District 
as we are in 
the process 
of replacing 
culverts in 
anticipation of 

our 2022 Road Maintenance Project. 
This project will also include 
asphalt overlay and patching at 
various locations. 
   Roadside mowing will continue 
throughout the summer and fall, 
and we ask that you please slow 
down whenever approaching any 
mowing crew. 
   As reported earlier, our Kings 
Road Bridge over Deer Creek 
replacement project is in full swing 
with tree work and utility work in 
progress. As planned, Kings Road 
north of Mother Theresa Catholic 
Academy was closed to thru traffic 
on June 14th to allow for this 
construction. Unless any unforeseen 
issues arise, we are hopeful that the 
road will be reopened before Labor 
Day. Detour for this project will be 
Western Avenue, and signage will 
direct the traffic. 
   As many of you are aware, supply 
chain issues are really becoming 
detrimental to our country, which 
not too long ago, was firing on all 
cylinders but is now struggling 
just to keep running. One example 
of this problem is the ability to 
purchase new plow trucks. In my 
ongoing effort to improve our 

T he year 
2022 is 

going fast and 
we are looking 
forward to 
our “Annual    
Summer 
Picnic”. This 
year it will be 
on August 25th. 
The location is 

to be determined. Reservations will 
start on August 1st.  
   To order your ticket, please call 
708-672-8279 option 1. Once you 
reserve your ticket, you can pick it 
up at the office at any time before 

Clerk Buiter did publish and the 
Board of Trustees approved the 
2022-2023 Budget in June 2022. The 
Statement of Economic Interests 
was distributed to the appropriate 
people and was filed in a timely 
fashion by May 1, 2022. If any 
questions or concerns, Jim Buiter, 
the clerk can always be reached at 
the township offices. 
 

Jim Buiter 
Crete Township Clerk

Mosquito 
season 

is here. We 
are already to 
tackle those 
little varmints. 
Machine 
has been 
calibrated 
and ready. 
There hasn’t 

been any problems yet but waiting.  
We will be trying to get out two or 
three times a week. The weather 

determines if 
we go out. If 
it is raining 
or a chance of 
rain, windy 
we won’t be 
able to go out. 

Temperature has to be a 
certain degree for us to go out. 
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News From The Clerk

JIM BUITER,
TOWNSHIP CLERK

Hello Seniors!

FRANK ELTON,
TRUSTEE

H  opefully, 
by the time 

the record-
breaking rain 
of the spring, 
as well as 
the record-
breaking 
heat more 
recently, will 
be forgotten, 

we can then look at the bright side 
of the beautiful floral and vegetable 
gardens. With this being said, I hope 

BOB HODGE,
TRUSTEE

From the Building and Grounds 
Committee

everyone has a wonderful summer. I 
invite you to stop by your Town Hall 
to enjoy the flowers. Speaking of 
the Town Hall, an ideal time to visit 
would be at 7:00 PM on the second 
Wednesday of each month to see 
your Town Board in action. That is 
when your elected officials hold the 
Town Board Meeting and conduct 
the business of the township. 
 I hope to see you there!

Bob Hodge 
Trustee

I will be keeping an eye on the 
internet on the CDC’s website 
and communicating with other 
municipalities in reference to the 
mosquito’s in their area. If you have 
any questions please call Town 
Hall at 708-672-8279 and leave 
your contact information and I will 
return your call.     

Jim Piacentini 
Director of Mosquito Abatement

JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE

Update from the Mosquito Task 
Force

- Mosquito Abatement calibrating equip-
ment for this season’s mosquito spray.

ANTHONY “TONY” 
RECUPITO,  
HIGHWAY  
COMMISSIONER

News from the Highway 
Commissioner

So much for 
the short 

spring season, 
we are onto the 
hot hot summer 
weather. The 
Clerk’s office 
had been busy 
planning for 
the primary 
election 

that was held from June 20, 2022, 
through June 25, 2022. It was a 
very successful early voting week. 

fleet with newer, safer and more 
efficient trucks, we ordered a new 
one in April of 2021 to replace one 
of our trucks that was 27 years 
old. Although the new truck was 
substantially complete, the lack of 
electronic components required to 
finish the build delayed the delivery 
to us for over one year. I am happy 
to report that our new truck is now 
in service. 
   We are still receiving many 
complaints about speeding traffic. 
For those who wish to report any 
traffic issues on our Township or 
County roads, the Will County 
Sheriff’s Department has a link that 
you can use to submit the complaint 
online. I would encourage you to 
go to https://www.willcosheriff.
org/enforcement/patrol/traffic-
complaint-form to submit your 
traffic concern directly to them. 
   We at The Road District will 
continue to do our part to keep our 
roads safe. 
   A few final reminders: Please 
slow down whenever you are 
approaching any road crew.

                                         Hands free cell phone use is Illinois 
law. Be aware of “fresh oil” signs 
wherever paving is being done.

                                         Please don’t tailgate the driver in 
front of you. 
   If you have any questions 
regarding our Township roads that 
are in the unincorporated areas 
of The Township, I can be reached 
at 708-672-7732 or via email at 
arecupito@cretetownship.com. 
 

Enjoy the summer! 

Anthony "Tony" Recupito 
Highway Commissioner

the picnic date. Once again, we will 
be preparing hot dogs, hamburgers, 
chicken breasts, Italian sausage, 
and polish sausage along with 
potatoes, salad, and fruit salad. And 
for dessert, of course, ice cream 
sundaes.  
   Entertainment will be provided 
by the Country Proud band.    It has 
been my pleasure to be able to host 
the senior picnics for the past 10 
years. I look forward to seeing all of 
you on August 25th. 
 
God bless you,  

Frank "Bambino" Elton 
Trustee

https://www.willcosheriff.org/enforcement/patrol/traffic-complaint-form
https://www.willcosheriff.org/enforcement/patrol/traffic-complaint-form
https://www.willcosheriff.org/enforcement/patrol/traffic-complaint-form
mailto:arecupito@cretetownship.com
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“WILL-RIDE” 
DIAL-A-RIDE
PROGRAM

Serving Crete Township Senior Citizens and Residents with 
Disabilities who need transportation to 

doctor visits, therapy, and medical treatments.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE PROGRAM?
Senior Citizens (60 years of age and older), Residents with a disability. 
 
REGISTRATION FOR “WILL-RIDE”
In order to become eligible for the program, you must sign up with your Township. Contact Patty Hanus at the Crete 
Township Office at 1367 Wood Street, Crete, IL 60417, (708) 672-8279.

ARRANGING FOR YOUR RIDE
Contact the call center at least 24 hours in advance with the following information:
1.)    Home Address.
2.)    Address of Destination.
3.)    The TIME of your appointment.
4.)    Approximate time for return trip pickup.
5.)    If you are on Medicaid, please have your number available.
6.)    Alert the Call Center to any special mobility needs you may have, i.e.: wheelchair assistance, help from your 
door, etc. 
7.)    Let the Call Center know if you will have a caretaker with you. (Caretakers ride at no charge.)

CALL CENTER HOURS FOR SCHEDULING A RIDE (800) 244-4410
Monday - Friday 6:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Please call at least 24 hours in advance

BUSES OPERATE
Monday - Friday 6:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Weekend & Holiday  hours are not available

RIDES WITHIN YOUR TOWNSHIP: $2 one way or $4 round trip
RIDES OUTSIDE YOUR TOWNSHIP: $4 one way or $8 round trip



4       CRETE TOWNSHIP NEWS // SUMMER 2022

 General Homestead 
Exemption
Do you live on the property, a 
named owner on the deed, and it 
is your principal residence? 
You qualify! This exemption is 
added and removed by our office, 
there is no form.  ALWAYS check 
your property tax bill to make 
sure you have it if you qualify. 
 
Disabled Person 
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You 
qualify! Please bring in the proof 
of disability or come to the office 
to get the form for the doctor to 
fill out for the proof and we will 
assist you with the exemption 
form. 
 
Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and 
a named owner on the deed? 
You qualify! Bring in your drivers 
license or ID for proof of age 
and we will assist you in the 
application.
 
Senior Freeze 
Exemption
Are you 65 and have a total 
household income of less than 
$65,000? You qualify! The 
income level was increased from 
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018 
assessment year! Bring in your 
federal income tax form or any 
forms you would normally take 
to have your income taxes done 
if you no longer meet the filing 
requirements. We will have the 
forms in our office after April 1st 
and we can assist you in filling out 
the form.  
 
Disabled Veteran
Are you a Veteran with at least 
30% service-connected disability 
through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and a named 
owner on the deed? You qualify! 
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as 
well as the proof of disability for 
the current year you are applying 
for that lists your percentage of 
disability and we will assist you in 
filling out the form.

There are many 
exemptions that you 
may qualify for!

Greetings! 
   Summer is 

finally here! It is 
our field staff’s 
busy time with 
the weather being 
on our side to get 
out and measure 
the township. You 
may have met the 
field staff if you 
have been issued 

a permit, had a recent sale, or been 
part of our neighborhood study. 
Please feel free to contact the office 
with any questions you may have 
about our visit. 
   Exemption renewals are back! 
If you need any assistance with 
your form, please know we are 
here to help! Since mid-April, we 
have assisted in filing over 700 
exemptions. There is a deadline 
date of July 1st however we can still 
process them throughout the year if 
you are unable to meet the deadline. 
   We receive many complaints 
about the property tax bill. There 
are many hands in this process 
starting with the assessment, the 

tax rate, the exemptions filed and 
applied, and the collector. Each of 
us have a different part in finalizing 
the bill. The portion of the tax bill 
that my office is responsible for is 
the assessment. This value changes 
with the market increasing and 
decreasing annually. 
   What is an assessment you may 
ask? 
   • An assessment is the property 
value that is officially entered in the 
county assessment books. 
   • This value is used to determine 
what portion of the tax burden each 
property owner will bear. 
   • It is 33.33% of the fair market 
value based on sales of the prior 
three years 2019, 2020, and 2021. 
   How can you tell if we have placed 
a fair value on your property? 
   • You would compare the fair 
market value of your property with 
recent sales of similar properties in 
your neighborhood.  
   • The second method is to 
compare Assessed Value of your 
property with similar properties in 
your neighborhood. 
   What could you do if you don’t 

agree with your assessment? 
   • Call our office with your 
comparable properties you would 
like us to compare you to. 
   • If there is not any agreement 
we can come to, then you can file 
with the Will County Board of 
Review. The forms will be available 
in August by going to www.
willcountysoa.com 
   To secure the feeling you are 
paying your fair share is something 
that is helpful in paying such a large 
sum of money. You can make sure 
the starting point of your bill being 
the assessment is correct based on 
the market.  These tax dollars are 
what fund our schools, police and 
fire, road maintenance, and the 
many other taxing bodies. They are 
needed and the support of taxpayers 
keep them funded. 
   May the longer summer days turn 
into forever memories of fun, enjoy 
your summer! 

Mary Margaret Tamez 
Crete Township Assessor

“Values are like fingerprints. Nobodies are the same, but you leave them 
all over everything you do.” - Elvis Presley

From the Crete Township Assessor

MARY MARGARET 
TAMEZ 
ASSESSOR

WE’RE PROUD
TO SUPPORT

CRETE 
TOWNSHIP
What do we love most about our 
community? The people we share it with! 
We’re proud to support local families, 
businesses, and organizations because 
Crete is our home, too. 

CRETE’S COMMUNITY BANK

700 W. Exchange | Crete, IL 60417
708-672-6161 | www.oldplanktrailbank.com

, . .

Crete Township 
Allocated 
$152,976 ARPA 
Grants
- by Michael J. Liccar

Crete Township is being allocated 
funds made available under the 

Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds (“SLFRF”) program.  
   Will County was the recipient of 
funds from the SLFRF program, 
which is part of the federal 
American Rescue Plan.  Under the 
program, Will County received 
approximately $134 million to 
support the response to and 
recovery from the COVID-19 public 
health emergency.  Certain of the 
SLFRF funds received by the County 
were allocated by it to other taxing 
bodies.  The County allocated 
$152,976 to Crete Township in 
available funding. 
   Use of SLFRF funds is limited 
to specific matters related to the 
recovery from the COVID pandemic, 

which are generally: 
   • Replace lost public sector 
revenue. 
   • Support the COVID-19 public 
health and economic response 
by addressing COVID-19 and its 
impact on public health as well 
as addressing economic harms 
to households, small businesses, 
nonprofits, impacted industries, 
and the public sector. 
   • Provide premium pay for 
eligible workers performing 
essential work, offering additional 
support to those who have and 
will bear the greatest health risks 
because of their service in critical 
sectors. 
   • Invest in water, sewer, and 
broadband infrastructure, making 
necessary investments to improve 
access to clean drinking water, 
to support vital wastewater and 
stormwater infrastructure, and 
to expand affordable access to 
broadband internet. 
   The funds are held by 
Will County  and would be 
remitted to the Township on a 
“reimbursement basis” only after 
the Township has made approved 

expenditures. Crete Township 
is working with Will County to 
determine allowable uses of the 
funds and in anticipation of the new 
Community Center and services for 
our youth, seniors and families.

http://www.willcountysoa.com
http://www.willcountysoa.com
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Crete Woman’s 
Club Awards 
Scholarships

With the support of the CWC 
fundraising efforts by the 

community, the club was again able 
to offer college, technical trade 
and summer camp scholarships.  
College scholarship recipients 
receive $2000, Technical/trade 
scholarships are awarded in the 
amount of $1500 each. An additional 
college memorial scholarship in 
the amount of $2000 was awarded 
in honor of Shirley Murray, a 
long time Crete resident and past 
CWC president who was very 
influential in Crete.  Summer 
camp scholarships ranging from 
$130-$350 were given to students 

in grades 4-11. Scholarship 
awards this year totaled $13,003. 
Congratulations to all these 
deserving students and a huge 
thanks to the wonderful community 
who helped make the Crete 
Woman’s Club scholarship awards 
possible. 
   College scholarship winners and 
the schools they plan to attend are: 
Trinity Bray, Loyola University-
Chicago, Cassidy Kranzer, 
University of Texas-Dallas, and 
Brooklyn Spencer, undecided. 
Technical/trade scholarships were 
awarded to Vincente Arebalo-
Southwestern Michigan University 
and Julia Cockrum, Culinary 
institute of America-New York. 
   Summer camp scholarships to 
the Suburban Youth Symphony 
Orchestra Quantum Leap program 
were awarded to Leila Thorssen, 
grade 5,  Balmoral Elementary, 
Makayla Banks,  grade 7, C-MMS 
and Leighton Cook , grade 6, 
C-MMS.  Kambria Cook, grade 
6, and Evelyn Stolzenbach, grade 
7, both of C-MMS will attend the 
Ultimate Volleyball Camp. Lucy 
Joyce, grade 6, C-MMS and Gabrielle 
Kee, grade 4, Crete Elementary 
will attend the NIKE Volleball 
Camp. Abigail Kee, grade 5, Crete 
Elementary and Dylan Godlewski, 
grade 4 from Koretta Scott King 

- by Leslee Williams

It Just MakesSense
Assisted Living 

for Your Family’s 
Unique Needs

SenseIT JUST

            
   MAKES

VILLAGE      W
OODS

VillageWoods.com/Township

A S S I S T E D            L I V I N G

VILLAGE      WOODS
(708) 627-8051

We care for our seniors, like no one else. JenCare Senior Medical Centers are a one-stop primary care 
provider that’s family-owned and led by kind, compassionate doctors who take the time to really 
listen, to get to know you and your health concerns. With about 80% fewer patients on average than a 
typical primary care physician,* we can truly be “your personal doctor. We o  er walk-in and same-day 
appointments, and you will get your doctor’s cell phone number – so you have 24/7 access to your 
doctor. We o  er the services you deserve. And sometimes that makes all the di  erence.

JenCare provides 
seniors so much more! 
The choice is clear.

*Company statistic, based on average PCP panel size of 2350 vs. ChenMed average panel size limited to 450

Visit us at www.JenCareMed.com or contact a local JenCare Senior Medical Center 
Representative to set up an appointment to tour a center and meet our care team. 

See how JenCare Senior Medical Center compares 
to a typical primary care physician practice.

FEATURES 
AND SERVICES

JENCARE SENIOR 
MEDICAL CENTERS

TYPICAL PRIMARY 
CARE PRACTICE 

In Center and Virtual Visits

Door-to-Doctor Transportation 
(Available at No Additional Cost)

Family-Owned

Cardiologists

Acupuncture

Diabetic Shoe Fittings

X-rays

Onsite Lab

Medication Services

Community Outreach Team 96
87

4

LARRY HARGROVE, MGC (708)305-2048

will attend the GSU STEAM Camp. 
Seven C-MHS students will attend 
OSHA 30 training. They are Bernard 
Christenson, Hayden Stroh, Samuel 
Rosenfeldt and Jashaun Dixon, all 
11th graders. Reymundo Berardino, 
Jr. and Andrew Mosley, 10th graders 
will also attend the OSHA 30 
training.
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Crete F-Men 
News - by Aaron DaCorte

The Crete F-Men would like to 

thank our community partners 

for your continued support of our 

organization.  Thank you to all the 

local businesses and members of 

the community for your financial 

support and assistance to make 

our events possible!  This year 

nearly 300 attendees participated 

in our annual Easter egg hunt!  

We were also able to donate extra 

Easter baskets to several partners 

throughout the community. 

FAMILY OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 

– AUGUST 27 

   Our annual outdoor movie nights 

are back!  Join us on August 27th 

at 8PM to enjoy a classic family 

friendly movie on the big screen and 

under the stars!  Remember to bring 

your lawn chairs and blankets!  

Alcohol and smoking is prohibited.  

Watch for more details and movie 

selection announcements!  These 

events are FREE and popcorn will 

be provided while supplies last! 

FAMILY HALLOWEEN MOVIE 

NIGHT - SEPTEMBER 24 

   The Crete F-Men will return this 

fall with some Spooky-Spectacular 

events!  On September 24th we 

will host our 6th annual Family 

Movie Night at Nightmare in Crete 

Haunted House!  Come out for a 

FREE family friendly double feature 

of Halloween favorites on the big 

screen starting at 7PM.  ALSO!  We 

might even have some fun ghouls 

and goblins for you to meet and 

take a picture with!  Warm up by 

the bonfire, have a jump in the 

bounce house (weather permitting) 

and bring a lawn chair and blanket 

for lawn seating under the stars!  

Alcohol and smoking is prohibited.  

More info can be found on our 

Nightmare in Crete Haunted 

House Facebook page.  Watch for 

more details and movie selection 

announcements!  This event is FREE 

and popcorn will be provided while 

supplies last! 

NIGHTMARE IN CRETE HAUNTED 

HAYRIDE! – OCTOBER 14, 15, 21, 

22, 28, 29 

   On October 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, and 29 

at 7PM, the 33rd annual Nightmare 

in Crete Haunted House returns 

for your annual dose of frightful 

fun!  In the summer of 1847, Cecil 

F. Mancy’s macabre killing spree 

terrorized the residents of Crete, IL.  

This Halloween, relive those terrors 

on our Haunted Hayride attraction.  

Follow in Cecil’s footsteps as you 

learn the chilling details behind 

the shocking spree of murders. 

Volunteers are always needed.  

Please contact Aaron at (708) 363-

1332 for more information. 

FAMILY FUN FEST – OCTOBER 29 

   Families are invited to attend our 

annual Fun Fest at Nightmare in 

Crete Haunted House on October 

29th from 2PM-4PM.  Children ages 

0-12 are invited to trick or treat 

with the monsters and enjoy tons of 

FREE candy, prizes, face painting, 

bounce house, hayride, and more!  

Adult supervision required. 

CRETE GUN CLUB 

   The Crete Gun Club meets at 

the Crete F-Men Hall (1962 West 

Exchange St. Crete) on the first 

Monday of every month at 7PM.  

The public is always welcome to 

attend as we discuss firearm safety, 

legislation, skill development, and 

shooting events.  We’re always 

looking for new members!  Club 

sponsored concealed carry classes 

are also available.  For more 

information, please find us on 

Facebook @CreteGunClub

Forest Preserve 
District Charges 
Crete Township 
$31,000 for 
“Vegetation 
Fees”
- by Michael J. Liccar

The Crete Township Road 
District, along with Will County, 

are providing needed public safety 
improvements to the Kings Road 
bridge which located approximately 
150 feet north of Mother Theresa 
Catholic Academy. 
   This bridge is quite narrow and 
carries bus traffic going to and 
from the school as well as the 
neighborhood and other through 
traffic. Two vehicles cannot cross 
this bridge together due to the 
narrow width thus necessitating its 
replacement. 
   The engineers of the project 
determined that the removal of 
several trees and shrubs along the 
construction site was required. 
The vegetation to be removed 
where located on the far end of 
the property owned by the Forest 
Preserve District of Will County 
(the “FPDWC”). The engineers 
determined that the trees must be 
removed to provide a temporary 
easement to allow sufficient room 

for equipment to perform the 
necessary bridge work. 
   As a result, the FPDWC charged 
the Crete Township Road District 
$31,260 for a “Vegetation Fee”. As 
the Road District had to pay for the 
entire cost of the removal of the 
trees, the Vegetation Fee appears 
solely to compensate the FPDWC for 
the trees no longer being present on 
the property. 
   Specifically, the FPDWC invoice 
was the compensate for the 
elimination of eight (8) trees at an 
average cost of $3,900 per tree.  
   On April 1st, Supervisor Michael 
Liccar sent a letter to the Board of 
the FPDWC to protest the fee and 
to request that it be refunded as 
follows: 
   “We take exception that the 
taxpayers of Crete Township, as 
a fellow government unit, should 
be  charged for the removal of 
8 trees. The Township is not 
occupying or purchasing any of 
FPDWC’s property. The assessment 
of $31,260 from another taxpayer-
funded entity for public safety on 
public roads seems unwarranted. 
This unexpected cost impacts our 
limited Road & Bridge funds and 
makes it that much more difficult 
for us to properly maintain the 
public roads and bridges that 
Crete Township is responsible for. 
Moreover, there appears to be little 
or no actual cost impact to the 
FPDWC.” 
   FPDWC replied on June 13th as 
follows: 
   “ All licensing and permit fees 

are established by the Board of 
Commissioners and reviewed 
annually. Our delayed response to 
you was caused by the exclusion 
of a waiver consideration process 
as part of our policy. It is standard 
practice for the Forest Preserve to 
assess fees to all private individuals 
or companies and all governmental 
entities for any use or impacts 
to Forest Preserve property. 
However, in the case of our local 
municipalities, townships and park 
districts, we attempt to reinvest 
those fees in forest preserves 
located within the community 
where the impact occurred. 
   The Forest Preserve District Board 
of Commissioners reviewed your 
request and recommitted itself to 
its past approach. Therefore, the fee 
received from the Township will 
not be waived and instead, it will be 
invested in improvements to forest 
preserves located within Crete 
Township.” 
   Crete Township Road 
Commissioner Tony Recupito 
noted “It seems unfair that one 
taxing district should charge the 
taxpayers of another taxing district 
a fee because a few trees had to 
be removed for public safety. Our 
citizens already pay property taxes 
to the Forest Preserve District. 
We could have used these funds 
for much needed road and bridge 
improvements.” 
   The Board of Commissioners 
of the Forest Preserve District of 
Will County is comprised of the 
members of the Will County Board. 
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FITNESS CLASSES
STARTING NOW

GET FIT WITH MATT // WEDNESDAY - 5PM TO 6PM

DANCE & TRIM // TUESDAY - 5PM TO 6PM

YOGA // TUESDAY - 6:15PM TO 7:15PM

BODY BASIC // MONDAY - 5PM TO 6PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

LOUIS SHERMAN COMMUNITY CENTER AT (708) 709-0288

LOUIS SHERMAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
3 5 0 1  H O P K I N S  A V E  •  S T E G E R ,  I L  6 0 4 7 5

AUGUST
LIGHTHOUSES OF LAKE MICHIGAN: WATCH ON YOUTUBE FROM 8/1-8/14

SMARTPHONE PHOTOGRAPHY: IN-PERSON 8/15 AT 6:30PM
 
 SEPTEMBER

STRETCH YOUR GROCERY DOLLARS: IN-PERSON 9/2 AT 10AM
UNDERSTANDING DEMENTIA AND ALZHEIMER’S: IN-PERSON 9/9 AT 10AM

LEARN TO DO MAGIC TRICKS: IN-PERSON 9/20 & 9/27 AT 6PM
HOW’D THEY DO THAT?: IN-PERSON & ON ZOOM 9/26 AT 6:30PM

 
 OCTOBER

FLEETWOOD MAC: THE CHAIN.….BROKEN?: IN-PERSON 10/3 AT 6:30PM
PERFECTLY PUMPKIN: ON ZOOM 10/4 AT 6:30PM

MEDICARE: IN-PERSON 10/7 AT 10AM
BLENDING ESSENTIAL OILS FOR YOUR HEALTH: IN-PERSON 10/11 AT 6PM

Learn more and register to attend by visiting cretelibrary.org/calendar or calling 
the library at 708-672-8017. Sign up for September & October programs begins 

August 8. All in-person and Zoom programs require registration.

CRETE   LIBRARY   SUMMER   EVENTS

http://cretelibrary.org/calendar
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Crete Township 
Fire Protection 
District
- by Christopher Moeller, Lieutenant

On behalf of all the members 
of the Crete Township Fire 

Protection 
District, I would 
like to say happy 
summer 2022 
to everyone! 
Summer is 

a great time 
to enjoy the 

outdoors. From 
working on projects around your 
house to relaxing by the pool; the 
possibilities are endless this time 
of year. Regardless of the project 
or activity you are working on. It is 
advantages to do so safely. I would 
like to leave you with a few safety 
tips to help you enjoy this summer.
The first and most important tip is 
to stay hydrated. Drinking plenty of 
water throughout the day will help 
keep your body hydrated. It will also 
help you stay cool in the summer 
heat. If you are working outside, 
and feel like you are overexerting 
yourself, do not hesitate to take a 
break in a cool and shady spot. If, 
while you are working out outside 
you ever stop sweating, feel clammy 
or cold and dizzy, get indoors 
and call for help as you may be 

developing heat stroke. 
Second safety tip is to protect your 
skin by using sunscreen. Be sure to 
apply it at least a half hour prior to 
sun exposure. It is also important to 
reapply every 2 hours for maximum 
protection. Select a sun tan lotion 
that is broad spectrum and at least 
spf 15 or greater. Protecting your 
skin is important. The average 
sunburn is equivalent to a first 
degree burn. If sunburn blisters, it 
is a second degree burn. If you are 
prone to a sunburn, avoid being 
outside when the sun’s ultraviolet 
rays are at their highest. Typically 
this is between the hours of 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm. Protecting your 
skin is important to help you be less 
susceptible to skin cancer later in 
life. 
   Third of all, water safety is very 
important for everyone, especially 
children. Never allow children to 
be in or around a pool or any body 
of water unattended. When near a 
lake, pond, river with your young 
children, have a properly fitting life 
jacket on hand for them to wear. 
Children ages 1-4 have the highest 
drowning risk from swimming 
pools. Yet, a child may drown in as 
little as six inches of water. So, if you 
have 5 gallon buckets sitting around, 
be sure to empty any water in them. 
Make sure your pool is secure with a 
fence and locking gates. If you have a 
hot tub, ensure you replace the cover 
after each use.  
   Fourth, the weather in our 
area seems to change daily if not 

hourly. Before planning outdoor 
activities, check what the weather 
is going to be like. That way you 
can plan for the possibility of rain 
or severe storms. While outside, 
if possible have a weather radio 
nearby. This way you will know if a 
storm is heading your way. If this 
isn’t feasible, watch for signs of an 
approaching storm. If you begin 
to hear thunder or see dark clouds 
approaching, this is your sign to get 
indoors. 
   Finally, in Crete Township Fire 
District news, if you are interested 
in making a difference in your 
community, please stop by one 
our stations for more information 
about becoming a firefighter! We 
are currently looking for a few men 
and women wishing to help protect 

the members of our community. If 
you are interested in purchasing 
a weather radio or blue reflective 
address sign from the Crete 
Township Firefighter’s Association, 
please call 708-672-311 for more 
information. The Crete Township 
Fire District will be hosting its 
annual Fire Prevention week 
Open House this year on Saturday 
September 24th from 10:00 AM till 
2:00 P.M. It will be held at Crete 
Township Fire Station #2 located 
25048 S. Klemme Rd (Klemme Rd 
and Exchange Street). If you have 
any questions about joining the 
District, purchasing a reflective 
address sign or weather radio, 
please call 708-672- 3111. Thank 
you for your time and have a great 
summer.
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Crete Pantry
- by Donna Allen

The Crete Township Food Pantry 
has been in existence for over 

45 years. It 
began with 

Township 
Supervisor 
Liese Rickets 

seeking a 
way to stretch 

the Township 
General Assistance budget. The 
backbone of the organization is 
the volunteer worker. The Pantry 
Board consists of representatives 
from the Churches in Crete 
Township plus the Crete Woman’s 
Club. The Churches are Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Zion Lutheran 
Church, The Crete Church, The 
Crete United Methodist Church, 
and St. Liborius Catholic Church. 
Each Church/group supplies the 
workers for the month they are 
responsible. 
   The Pantry is open every 
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
all year around. Each Wednesday 
morning the workers need to pack 
the bags given out each week, 
greet and register clients, and 
shelve donations.At the end of each 
morning the volunteers check the 
supplies for the following week and 
prepare a list of items needed. In 
addition to food items, the Pantry 
also supplies laundry and bath soap 
and toilet paper. 
   Our group of volunteers makes 
the organization a success for the 
many years of service to the Crete 
community. Thank you to all who 
serve each week and throughout 
the year.

“Volunteers are seldom 
paid-not because they are 

worthless but because they 
are PRICELESS”

SERV ING  S T E GER  S INC E  19 98

AUTO SERVICE INC.

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

FOR CARS
TRUCKS & VANS

708-754-3000

• Air Conditioners
• Heaters
• Tune-Ups
• Valve Jobs
• Shocks
• Brakes
• • Struts
• Transmissions
• Engine Replacements
• Starters
• Emission Repairs

• Raidators
• Alternators
• Clutches
• Batteries
• Oil Changes
• Tire Sales & Repair
•• CV Drive Axles
• Rack & Pinion
• Replacements
• Differential Repairs
• Computer Diagnostics

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

LOCATED JUST WEST,

BEHIND
BRICK OVEN PIZZA

(PREVIOUSLY

SUPERIOR OIL SHOP)

FIND OUR SIGN AT 
TTHE CORNER OF

UNION & 34TH PL.

708-754-3000
34 E. 34TH PL ACE • STEGER | WWW.RPMSAUTO.COM

T H E  R E A S O N A B LY  P R I C E D  M E C H A N I C S !
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ACROSS
1 Go sailing on one of these (4)
2 Month in the middle of the year (4)
4 It moves sideways along the beach (4)
6 Mussels and oysters have these (6)
9 Fill this with sand at the beach (6)
13 Eyewear to stop water getting in (7)
15 Summer treat that comes in a cone (3, 5)
16 Something you do in water (4)
18 Body of salt water, smaller than an ocean (3)
21 Lunch in the park (6)
24 Sleeping in a tent (7)

25 Put this in your drink to make it cool (3)
26  Make these at the beach with a bucket and 

spade (11)
27 Cook outside on a grill (8)
28 Surfers catch these (5)
29 Opposite of cold (3)

DOWN
1 You see these buzzing about (4)
3  Creatures hide in these when the tide goes 

out. _ _ _ _ POOL (4)
5 The colour of summery skies (4) 

7 Time off school (7)
8 Season before autumn (6)
10 Use this to get dry at the beach (5)
11 A person visiting a place on holiday (7)
12 Summery drink made from sour yellow fruit (8)
14 Cool eye protectors (10)
17 Toy flown at the end of a string on windy days (4)
19 What some people wear to go in the sea (8)
20 Footwear for warm weather (7)
22 Smell these in gardens (7)
23 The Earth circles this star (3)

SUMMER
CROSSWORD

Test your knowledge of  
the holiday season with  
this tricky puzzle!

SUMMER SUDOKU
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The  Crete Township Newsletter is circulated to all residents and businesses in Crete Township, 
reaching all of Crete, as well as those in Steger that are in Crete Township. 

Comments or questions can be directed to: Crete Township Office (708) 672-8279  
We welcome you to also visit our website: www.cretetownship.com

To place an ad with Crete Township, please contact Pam at (708) 672-8279, 
administrator@cretetownship.com

Video Gaming, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT MANY EVENINGS

Call Now 708.755.6200
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

F A M I L Y  R E S T A U R A N T


