
FROM THE SUPERVISOR MICHAEL J.  LIC CAR
“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant.” -  Robert Louis Stevenson

Can you believe it? Another year 
drawing to a close.  We sincerely 

hope it’s been a memorable year 
for you and your family with more 
joys than setbacks. As we enter the 
holiday season, we extend our best 
wishes as you celebrate with family 
and friends.  Some quick updates: 
Future Crete Township 
Community Center – 722 Exchange 
Street 
    We were informed that the 
current owner and the adjacent 
property owners have been unable 
to come to an agreement on their 
dispute.  We are, of course, very 
disappointed with the delay as it 
is preventing the Township from 
developing the Community Center 
and new programs.  However, as 
the dispute is between outside 
parties, we continue to monitor the 
situation and remain hopeful that 
these issues will be resolved soon.  
ARPA Grants 
    Crete Township’s request for 
funds from the Federal American 
Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”) had  been 
conditionally approved.  Federal 
ARPA funds were provided to Will 
County who then allocated $152,976 
to Crete Township.  Although the 

federal rules allow for broader use 
of the funds, the County adopted 
a more restrictive view and allows 
funds for specified uses to mitigate 
COVID or to provide financial 
relief related to COVID.  Crete 
Township requested funding to 
be used to modify the Town Hall 
and Community Center with 
medical-grade air and water 
purification systems, touchless 
lavatory equipment and building 
modifications to improve social 
distancing. 
Township Paratransit Services 
    Crete Township provides 
paratransit services to its senior 
and special needs residents 
through its participation in the 
Will Ride Program, which is a Will 
County program administered 
by PACE.  Ridership continues to 
rise as does the average cost per 
ride. For the six (6) months ended 
June 2022, ridership increased by 
approximately 22% from the same 
period last year to 1,375.  However, 
the related costs increased, 
primarily due to increased fuel 
and labor, approximately 58% 
from the comparable period last 
year to $23,030.   Average costs/
per ride increased approximately 
23% from $13.32 to $16.75 through 
June 30, 2022.  Though officially a 
Will County program, Will Ride is 
funded solely by the participating 
Townships and federal and state 
grants. 
Zoning Change Application Filed 
for the Former Balmoral Park 
Property 
    As reported in this issue, the 

current owner of the former 
Balmoral Park property applied 
for a permanent zoning change 
for the southern portion of their 
property from its current “C-6: 
Recreation Commercial” to “I-1: 
Limited Industrial” and for Special 
Use Permits for outdoor storage 
of automobiles and equipment as 
well as the operation of a Truck 
Terminal. 
Considering the negative impact 
to over 200 residences located 
south of the property, Crete 
Township opposed the application 
and communicated its opposition 
before the Will County Plan & 
Zoning Commission. Ultimately, the 
owner withdrew their request for 
the permanent zoning change and 
special use permits. 
New Intergovernmental Study of 
the Crete Area 
    Crete Township, the Crete Park 
District, the Crete Library District 
and the Village of Crete have 
together commissioned a study 
of the Crete area which is being 
performed by the University of 
Illinois.  The purpose of the study 
is to examine local governmental 
services and the requirements of 
the residents to determine how 
best to plan for and enhance those 
services.  As a partnership, we can 
better coordinate services and 
programs amongst the various 
governmental units.  The study 
includes collecting demographic 
and infrastructure data as well as 
information from focus groups and 
surveys throughout the community.  
Special kudos to Renee Chavez, 

Executive Director of the Crete 
Park District, who organized the 
partnership and engaged the study. 
Crete Country Christmas - 
December 2nd-4th 
    The Annual Crete Country 
Christmas Celebration will be 
held from Friday, December 2nd 
through Sunday, December 4th.  
Each year, this town-wide holiday 
tradition improves thanks to the 
excellent work of the Crete Country 
Christmas Committee volunteers.  
There will be activities for everyone, 
including Breakfast with the 
Grinch, Kris Kringle Market, 
5K Run, Reindog Parade, House 
Decorating, Snowman Contest, 
Cookie Walk, food vendors, live 
music, a special magic show and 
much, much more.  The Annual 
Parade of Lights along Main Street 
at 6pm on Saturday, December 
3rd, is always a “must see”.  Crete 
Country Christmas is fun for the 
whole family and a great way to 
create holiday memories and get 
into the Christmas Spirit! 
    As always, please feel free to 
contact us if you should have 
questions or if we can be of service.
 
Wishing you a very 
enjoyable holiday 
season and a happy 
and healthy 2023! 
 
Michael J. Liccar 
Supervisor 
michael.liccar@cretetownship.com 
708.672.8279 

mailto:michael.liccar@cretetownship.com 


It has been a 
very warm 

and dry 
summer/early 
fall season. 
The Clerk’s 
office with his 
reliable staff of 
volunteers and 
Deputy Clerk 
will be running 
a very honest, 

fair, and efficient early election 
on October 31s through November 

News from the Highway 
Commissioner
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Fall, 
arguably 

one of the best 
seasons, is 
upon us and 
in anticipation 
of winter, our 
crew is in the 
process of 
preparing all 
our trucks, 
plows, and salt 
spreaders for 

what some have predicted will be 
a colder and snowier season than 
normal. Let’s hope these predictions 
are wrong. 
    This past year we have paved 
approximately 3 miles of Township 
roads, as well as performed 
grinding, patching, and paving at 
various locations. Our crews also 
replaced dozens of culvert pipes and 
cleaned and reworked many ditches. 
    Several years back, I started to 
see a need to address the fact that 
none of our Township roads had 
any centerline striping, so I started 
a process to accomplish that. As 
most of you are aware, traffic has 
been increasing over the years and 
more and more residents were 
voicing their concerns. While these 
stripes might give us a false sense 
of security, it does allow for those 
drivers that are paying attention to 
be aware if they are crossing into an 
oncoming lane. 
    I’m happy to say that this year I 
have added new striping to portions 
of Stateline Road, Kings Road, and 
Danne Road as well as refreshed 
the existing striping at all our other 
locations. As of today, we now have 
approximately 9 miles of Township 
roads that are striped. 
    The Kings Road Bridge 
Replacement was completed on 
September 15th, 2022, and the road 

The Senior 
Picnic on 

August 25th 
started out 
with rain but 
soon became a 
beautiful sunny 
day. The tables 
were decorated 

with colorful 
tablecloths in 

anticipation of 150 Crete Township 
seniors. Our caterer, Jimbooo’s fired 
up the grill and started cooking 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken 
breasts, polish, and Italian sausage. 
The food table was set up with 
roasted potatoes, jello salads and 
cucumber tomato salad. Our seniors 
were entertained by the Country 
Proud band while they enjoyed the 
great food. After lunch, Cone Cottage 

5th. In addition, this quarter we 
published and approved our budgets 
for both the General Fund and 
Road and Bridge Fund and had 
a public hearing on them. Those 
budgets were filed by the end of July 
2022 with the Will County Clerk’s 
Office. If you have any questions or 
concerns.I can always be reached at 
the township office. 
 
Jim Buiter 
Crete Township Clerk

News From The Clerk

JIM BUITER,
TOWNSHIP CLERK

Hello Seniors!

FRANK ELTON,
TRUSTEE

ANTHONY “TONY” 
RECUPITO,  
HIGHWAY  
COMMISSIONER

was open to traffic. This was the 
sixth bridge that I had replaced in 
The Township in the past 14 years. 
    I would like to take this time to 
clarify the procedures that our plow 
truck drivers take when plowing 
and salting the roadways and what 
you can do to assist them. First and 
foremost, the snowplows remove 
the snow from the roads by means 
of pushing it, not by picking it up. 
This means the snow is pushed to 
the sides of the road and some will 
inevitably end up in all driveways. 
When plowing your driveway, please 
do not leave the snow piles in the 
street as they can become a hazard, 
especially if they freeze. Second, it 
is important that any obstructions 
be removed from the roadway prior 
to snow plowing. This is imperative 
for two reasons: quicker passes, and 
the prevention of damage to private 
property and township vehicles. 
Obstructions can range anywhere 
from garbage and recycling bins 
to parked vehicles, trailers, and 
basketball hoops. Third, there is a 
2” snowplow ordinance in effect. All 
vehicles are required to be off the 
roads until they are plowed. Finally, 
please stay back from all plow trucks 
and do not follow too closely as 
our drivers have a lot of things to 
contend with while plowing. Having 
a driver follow too closely presents 
an inherent danger to our drivers 
and yourself.  
    If you have any questions or 
concerns about our Township roads 
located in the unincorporated areas, 
I can be reached at 672-7732 or via 
email at arecupito@cretetownship.
com 
     That’s it for now. Let’s hope for a 
safe winter and a great 2023! 

Anthony "Tony" Recupito 
Highway Commissioner

served made-to-order sundaes. Our 
special guest, John Meaner amazed 
the crowd with his exciting magic 
show, even turning a cage full of birds 
into a dog! A drawing was held and 
gift cards from local restaurants were 
won by our seniors. This years senior 
Christmas Party will held on 2 days, 
December 8th and December 9th at 
Scrementi’s Restaurant. Signing up 
for either of the days will start on 
November 28th. Please note: The day 
you sign up for cannot be changed. Be 
sure you sign up for the correct day. 
Country Proud will be entertaining 
on both days. We will be holding 
drawings with prize give aways. I am 
proud to be able to serve our seniors!
 
God bless you,  

Frank "Bambino" Elton 
Trustee

mailto:arecupito@cretetownship.com
mailto:arecupito@cretetownship.com


Youth 
Services 

has been very 
busy this Fall. 
We sponsored 
the Kids Area 
at the Crete 
Park District’s 
Acorn Fest. We 
had bouncies 
and “Funfair” 
games with 
prizes for 

all ages. It was a beautiful day 
and many children from the area 
participated. I want to thank my 
Volunteers that worked hard with 
me all day! Suzy Peters, Therese 
Hale, Jerilyn Hale, Sheila Einhorn, 
Kim Hantak, & Mary Tamez! It 
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takes a Village to raise our kids’ 
thanks for volunteering! The Crete 
Township/Angels on Assignment 
TOY DRIVE has been scheduled for 
December 1st thru the 10th Drop off 
points will be all 3 Crete TWP Fire 
Departments, Crete Library, Crete 
Township building and Cheryl 
Albrecht, COUNTRY Financial 
Office. There will be other locations 
announced. Toys should be NEW 
unwrapped toys for boys and girls 
of all ages. We will distribute them 
to children throughout Crete TWP. 
Watch for further announcements 
on Crete TWP Facebook page. Have 
a safe and healthy rest of 2022, 
 
Cheryl Albrecht 
Trustee

The Crete 
Township 

Food Pantry 
has served 
Crete 
Township 
residents for 
over 45 years. 
It is located 
in the Town 
Hall, 1367 Wood 

Street in Crete. 
    The Pantry is operated by Crete 
Township Civic Service, a non-
profit 501c3 organization which 
is a mission of the Crete United 
Methodist Church. 
    The Pantry’s hours of operation, 
when food is distributed, is every 
Wednesday from 9-11am and is 
available only to Crete Township 
Residents.  The Pantry is staffed 
by unpaid volunteers under the 

Happy Fall TWP Residents!

Fall is upon us 
and I hope you 
are enjoying 
the beauty of 
the season this 
year. Plans are 
in place for
proper Winter 
maintenance 
of the Town-
ship Hall and 

grounds. Snow removal (yes, you 

BOB HODGE,
TRUSTEE

From the Building and Grounds 
Committee

read the “s” word) will be ready to 
keep our parking lot and sidewalks 
safe for us all.
    The Township Hall is open for all 
services. If you need any assis-
tance, please do not hesitate to call 
or stop by. We look forward to see-
ing you at our monthly meetings. 

Bob Hodge 
Trustee

direction of Donna Allen. Other 
area churches are also involved 
with the Pantry. 
    The Pantry is always accepting 
non-perishable food.  Other 
desired items which can be 
donated include laundry soap as 
well as personal hygiene products 
such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
floss and toilet paper. 
    Unfortunately, this year, 
baskets will not be handed out 
for Thanksgiving. However, Crete 
Township residents can request a 
Christmas basket by visiting the 
Food Pantry during its normal 
working hours in November 
and request one from a Pantry 
volunteer. 

Jim Piacentini 
Trustee

JIM PIACENTINI,
TRUSTEE

Crete Pantry

CHERYL ALBRECHT,
TRUSTEE



Here we are another season 
finished for 

Crete Township 
Abatement 
Services. 
    We did very 
well this year 
significantly 
reducing the mosquito population. 
Our truck is stored for the season 
and ready for next year. Hoping you 
all have a wonderful holiday season. 
We’ll be back on the job after the 
spring thaw. 
    If you have any questions, please 
contact the Town Hall at 708-672-
8279. 
 
Bob Walters 
Manager of Mosquito Abatement 
bob.walters@cretetownship.com
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 General Homestead 
Exemption
Do you live on the property, a 
named owner on the deed, and it 
is your principal residence? 
You qualify! This exemption is 
added and removed by our office, 
there is no form.  ALWAYS check 
your property tax bill to make 
sure you have it if you qualify. 
 
Disabled Person 
Exemption
Are you collecting disability? You 
qualify! Please bring in the proof 
of disability or come to the office 
to get the form for the doctor to 
fill out for the proof and we will 
assist you with the exemption 
form. 
 
Senior Homestead
Exemption
Do you turn 65 this year and 
a named owner on the deed? 
You qualify! Bring in your drivers 
license or ID for proof of age 
and we will assist you in the 
application.
 
Senior Freeze 
Exemption
Are you 65 and have a total 
household income of less than 
$65,000? You qualify! The 
income level was increased from 
$55,000 to $65,000 for the 2018 
assessment year! Bring in your 
federal income tax form or any 
forms you would normally take 
to have your income taxes done 
if you no longer meet the filing 
requirements. We will have the 
forms in our office after April 1st 
and we can assist you in filling out 
the form.  
 
Disabled Veteran
Are you a Veteran with at least 
30% service-connected disability 
through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and a named 
owner on the deed? You qualify! 
Bring in a copy of your DD 214 as 
well as the proof of disability for 
the current year you are applying 
for that lists your percentage of 
disability and we will assist you in 
filling out the form.

There are many 
exemptions that you 
may qualify for!

We have 
closed 

another season 
of measuring, 
neighborhood 
studies, and are 
ready to dive into 
the values of our 
subdivisions. 
With the current 
Crete Township 
market thriving 
over the last few 

years, we have noticed the increase 
in sale value. Many may think that 
our homes are now selling at the 
value of their worth. Others may 
feel they are not selling for enough. 
In the eyes of the Assessors Office, it 
is the difference in what the current 
assessed value is in comparison to 
the value of the sale. The difference 
in that is what drives our home 
values up and down annually. 
    This coming 2023 year is the 
Quadrennial Year. By law every four 
years we are to reassess to make 
sure every home value is correct 

regardless of age, location, size, or 
value of improvements. We can look 
at individual properties during this 
time to determine the value of each 
property listed for taxation as of 
January 1 of that year. That is a very 
different process from most years 
where changes are often made at 
the neighborhood level. 
    There are several ways taxpayers 
can ensure they are being assessed 
correctly. They include: 
    • Looking at their property 
record card on file in our office 
to be sure that all of the property 
characteristics listed on the card 
are correct. 
    • Comparing their assessment to 
the assessment of like properties in 
their area. That information is also 
available in or office or on the Will 
County Supervisor of assessments 
office www.willcountysoa.com 
    • Talking with my office about any 
concerns you may have. Many times, 
a simple conversation clears up any 
problems you may have. My office 
door is always open. I am always 

ready to help make sure you feel 
your property is fairly assessed! 
    Although we look at properties 
on an individual basis during Quad 
Years, it does not necessarily mean a 
multiplier will not be applied by the 
Supervisor of Assessments. Even in 
Quad Years if enough reassessment 
is not done at the township level, the 
county will apply a multiplier. The 
most important thing to remember 
about Quad Years, however, is that 
they were established to ensure that 
assessments are fair and equitable 
countywide. 
    Enjoy the final days of this year. 
Crete Township has so much 
beauty in nature of our area along 
with the people we live amongst. 
There is so much to do locally with 
businesses, events the volunteers 
and community organizations work 
so hard on, so many people work 
hard to keep our community what it 
is. I hope to see you around town. 
  Mary Margaret Tamez 
Crete Township Assessor

“Value is not determined by those that set price. Value is determined by 
those who choose to pay it” - Simon Sinek

From the Crete Township Assessor

MARY MARGARET 
TAMEZ 
ASSESSOR

Mosquito 
Abatement

mailto:bob.walters@cretetownship.com
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Meet with Catholic Charities'

AGING AND DISABILITY 
SERVICES NETWORK 

Attention: Crete Township Residents!

First and third Thursdays of every month 
from 9:00am - 4:00pm

We can provide information and assistance with: 

 

Housing
Transportation 
other resources and programs. 

Benefit Access Applications
Medicaid/SNAP
Community Care Program  

To make an appointment, call Dani Gritzenbach 
815-933-7791 ext. 9929

 

Walk ins are welcome.
 We are a faith-based organization providing service to people 

in need and calling others of good will to do the same.

(ADRN)

See why so many Seniors choose 
JenCare Senior Medical Center.
Join us for a tour and you’ll both get a
$10 gift card! You’ll even get a $5 bonus
card for bringing a friend! Come see 
our center, meet some staff  – we think 
you’ll both choose to switch.

Bring a Friend.
Take a Tour.
Get some gift cards.

$10
Gift Card

RSVP today!
Promotional value is nominal. No obligation to select us as a provider to be eligible for the gift card. Off er valid for prospective patients only.

VISIT ANY OF OUR 
CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

93
81

7

www.JenCareMed.com

JenCare Senior Medical Center
19310 S Halsted
Glenwood IL 60425

Call LARRY HARGROVE at 708.305.2048

FITNESS CLASSES
STARTING NOW

DANCE & TRIM // TUESDAYS - 5PM TO 6PM

YOGA // THURSDAYS - 9AM TO 10AM

YOGA // WEDNESDAYS - 6:15PM TO 7:15PM 

FITNESS FRENZY // WEDNESDAYS - 5PM TO 6PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

LOUIS SHERMAN COMMUNITY CENTER AT (708) 709-0288

LOUIS SHERMAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
3 5 0 1  H O P K I N S  A V E  •  S T E G E R ,  I L  6 0 4 7 5
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Crete Township 
Opposes 
Industrial 
Zoning for 
Balmoral Park
- by Michael J. Liccar

All building and zoning matters 
related to the unincorporated 

areas of Illinois townships are 
solely under the authority of 
their respective Counties.  In the 
unincorporated portion of Crete 
Township, applications for zoning 
changes are first presented to the 
Will County Land Use Department 
who then reviews and presents 
their findings to the Will County 
Planning & Zoning Commission.  
The Commission then has a public 
hearing on the matter and makes 
its recommendations to the Will 
County Board who votes on whether 
to approve or deny the application.   
    Other governmental units, 
whose area includes or is in close 
proximity to the subject property, 
may provide comments, request 
conditions or file legal objections to 
the zoning applications.  Ultimately, 
it is the Will County Board that 
makes the final decision. 

    This past May, Balmoral 21, 
LLC, the current owner of the 
Balmoral Park property, was 
granted Temporary Use Permits for 
the temporary storage of trucks, 
semi-trailers and automobiles.  
Temporary Use Permits are only 
valid for 179 days. 
    In June, the owner filed an 
application for a permanent zoning 
change for the south portion of the 
property from “C-6: Recreation 
Commercial” to “I-1: Limited 
Industrial”.  In addition, they also 
applied for Special Use Permits for 
the outdoor storage of automobiles 
and equipment and the operation of 
a Truck Terminal. 
    The Crete Township Board and 
Plan Commission held multiple 
public meetings with the residents 
and owner’s representatives to 
address both the initial application 
for Temporary Use Permits as well 
as the subsequent application for 
a permanent zoning change and 
Special Use Permits. 
    During its September meeting, 
the Crete Township Board 
voted unanimously to oppose 
the applications.  In addition, 
Supervisor Liccar provided a 
detailed written response and 
appeared before the Will County 
Plan & Zoning Commission at its 
October 4th meeting to provide the 
reasons for the Board’s decision 
which included the following: 

     • Permanent industrial use is not 
the best use for the property.  Its 
design and chosen location were 
intended for commercial recreation 
ever since it opened as Lincoln 
Fields in 1926. 
     • Lack of buffer zones to 
protect the adjoining residential 
neighborhoods. 
     • The owner previously stated 
that the need for truck and auto 
storage was temporary due to 
economic conditions and that it 
intended the property to remain 
an equestrian facility.  Thus, the 
Temporary Use Permits previously 
granted are adequate. 
     • I-1 zoning allows for uses other 
than vehicle and truck storage, such 
as manufacturing, warehousing, 
and even airport-related facilities, 
which is not conducive to the safety 
and quality of life for the adjoining 
neighborhoods comprised of over 
200 homes.  
     • It is difficult to enforce safety 
protocols and stop semi-trucks 
from using Elms Court Lane (a 
Crete Township Road where semi-
trucks are prohibited).  The owner 
stated that they would have only 
2 employees present, and Crete 
Township is not permitted to have 
a police force or to stop vehicles to 
issue fines and citations. 
    The Village of Crete filed a letter 
of objection with Will County Land 
Use on September 29th.  On October 

10th, the Village of Crete Board 
passed a resolution objecting to the 
rezoning of 26435 S. Dixie Hwy. In 
an effort to cause a supermajority 
vote by the Will County Board, the 
resolution was filed, to be placed 
into the record. 
    On October 12th, we were 
informed that after considering all 
these factors, the owner withdrew 
its requests for the permanent 
zoning change and special use 
permits. 
    We express our sincere thanks 
for the actions and input received 
from our Township residents, 
especially those living near the 
Balmoral property who circulated 
petitions objecting to the zoning 
change and who appeared before 
the Will County Planning & Zoning 
Commission.  We also wish to thank 
John Rzymski and Steve Clark of the 
Crete Township Plan Commission, 
Township Assessor Mary Tamez, 
Road Commissioner Tony Recupito, 
Chief Jeff Panega of the Crete 
Township Fire Protection District, 
the Village Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Crete and County Board 
Members Sherry Newquist and 
Judy Ogalla.  Your participation was 
instrumental in the resolution of 
this matter.

The Crete Santa Sleigh Parade is 
Back! - by Jamie L Healy

Sponsored by the Crete Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the 

Crete Police Department, the Crete 
Fire Department, and Crete Public 
Works, Santa will, once again, take 
flight on his sleigh throughout the 
village!  The dates for this year’s 
parade will be Monday, December 5 
and Tuesday, December 6 beginning 
at 5:00 pm (the Monday and Tuesday 
after Crete Country Christmas). 
    On Monday, December 5, Santa 

can be found throughout the area 
of downtown Crete and on Tuesday, 
December 6, Santa will be in the 
areas of Lincolnshire, Lincolnshire 
East, and Swiss Valley. 
    The last two years, we were able 
to fill the shelves of the Crete Food 
Pantry, help Angels on Assignment 
bring smiles to many children with 
Christmas gifts, and we collected 
quite a bit of monetary donations 
for the food pantry! Santa is once 

again asking for your generous 
donations for the Crete Food Pantry 
and the Angels on Assignment Toy 
Drive.  Simply leave non-perishable 
food items and/or new, unwrapped, 
toys near the curb and Santa’s 
helpers will collect them - what 
an easy way to give back! The 
Crete Food Pantry will also accept 
monetary donations.  Please make 
checks payable to ‘Crete Food 
Pantry.’ 
    Keep an eye out for Santa so you 
can come outside to take a photo 
next to the trailer! Please note: due 
to safety concerns, no one is allowed 
onto the trailer. Maps and routes 
for both nights of the Crete Santa 
Sleigh Parade will be available at 
www.CreteCountryChristmas.
com and www.CreteChamber.
com/events as well as the Facebook 
Pages of Crete Country Christmas 
and The Crete Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  Because Santa cannot 
fly down every street, we invite you 
to find the nearest corner on his 
route. 
    Thank you for helping make Crete 
a wonderful place to live! Our team, 
especially Santa, cannot wait to see 
you all this December!

http://www.CreteCountryChristmas.com
http://www.CreteCountryChristmas.com
http://www.CreteChamber.com/events
http://www.CreteChamber.com/events
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The New Home 
of Crete Area 
Historical 
Society & 
Future Museum 
at the Crete 
Congregational 
Building
550 W. Exchange St. Crete, IL

In 1834 the earliest pioneers of 
Crete Township came from New 

York & New England, traveling for 
weeks in their covered wagons. 
They established two settlements 
in the Township: Beebe’s Grove 
& Thorn Grove. All were of the 
Congregational faith and joined 
together in 1853 to build this Church 
on Exchange Street that served as a 
house of worship for 110 years. The 
Church members were committed 
to the abolition of slavery. Several 
church families hid escaped slaves 
in their homes or barns during the 
day and after dark took them to 
the next stop on the Underground 
Railroad. This was a network of 

people who helped protect, feed, 
shelter and move the Freedom 
Seekers to the next home on the 
Underground Railroad. 
    In 1963 the Church was sold. 
The new owners turned it into 
the Market Place for the sale of 
antiques. In 2018 the U.S. National 
Park Service designated the Crete 
Congregational Church as a 
historic site on the Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom Trail 
after extensive research by Larry 
McClellan & Phyllis Monks. This 
designation was a special honor for 
the community of Crete. 
    The Crete Area Historical Society 
bought the 169 year old Church 
building on August 5, 2022 to 
create a museum for Crete. When 
the necessary restoration of the 
building is finished, the Society 
plans to establish a museum to 
display artifacts & tell the story of 
Crete’s pioneers.
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Contact our office today!

O: 708.957.5000

cdulaitis@gmail.com 

www.dulaitisgroup.com

Call Our Real Estate Team TODAY at 708.957.5000

WE'VE MOVED! NEW CRETE OFFICE ON STEGER RD

It Just MakesSense
Get the assistance  

you need, right when 
you need it.

SenseIT JUST

            
   MAKES

VILLAGE      W
OODS

ASSIST ED  L IV ING

VillageWoods.com/Township

VILLAGE      WOODS
(708) 627-9325

Crete F-Men 
News
- by Aaron DaCorte

The Crete F-Men would like to 
thank our community partners 

for your continued support of our 
organization.  Thank you to all the 
local businesses and members of 
the community for your financial 
support and assistance to make our 
events possible! 
NIGHTMARE IN CRETE HAUNTED 
HOUSE 
    Thank you for attending our 
33rd annual haunted attraction!  
Our incredible volunteers and 
community partners helped make 
this our best year ever.  We’ll see you 
next year with more fright and fun! 
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
    The Crete F-Men Easter Egg 
Hunt returns this spring on April 
8, 2023!  Please let us know if you 
are interested in volunteering or 
donating to help continue this great 
local tradition which is only made 
possible every year by the help of 
our local businesses and volunteers.  
For more information, contact 
Howard Kaye: (708) 921-6768 

CRETE GUN CLUB 
    The Crete Gun Club meets at 
the Crete F-Men Hall (1962 West 
Exchange St. Crete) on the first 
Monday of every month at 7PM.  
The public is always welcome to 
attend as we discuss firearm safety, 
legislation, skill development, and 
shooting events.  We’re always 
looking for new members!  Club 
sponsored concealed carry classes 
are also available.  For more 
information, please find us on 
Facebook @CreteGunClub 
ILLINOIS CONCEALED CARRY 
CLASS – NOVEMBER 12th and 
13th 
    The Crete Gun Club will be 
sponsoring an Illinois Concealed 
Carry certification class and 
Illinois concealed carry renewal 
class on November 12th and 13th 
from 8am-4pm in Crete, IL.  This 
class is perfect for new and/
or experienced shooters alike.  
During the two-day course, you’ll 
learn handgun skills, Illinois use 
of force, and how to manage your 
mental, physical, and physiological 
stress in order to win a self-
defense encounter.  This course 
exceeds all training requirements, 

and you’ll leave ready to apply for 
your license.  The Illinois Concealed 
Carry renewal class will take place 
on November 13th from 8am-noon.  
The two-day course is $125 and the 
renewal course is $50.  Registration 
is required.  Please contact Aaron 
DaCorte if you have any questions 
and to register: (708) 363-1332



Special Events at 
Crete Library
- by Sarah Wegley

The holiday season is here again! 
Everyone is invited to stop by 

the Library as part of their day of 
Crete Country Christmas activities 
on Saturday, Dec. 3. Enduring 
Strings and the Suburban Youth 
Symphony Orchestra will be 
performing from 11 am–2 pm. There 
will also be crafts, hot chocolate, 
cookies, and more for you to enjoy. 
    We would also like to invite you to 
attend these special events: 
Holiday Movies and Music on 
Tuesday, November 29 from 6–7:30 
pm.  
    Journey back with us over the 
past century of film history as host 
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Crete Township 
Fire Protection 
District
- by Lieutenant Joe Pinnick

As with every year in the 
Chicagoland area, it is that 

time of year to start planning and 
prepping for the upcoming Fall 
and Winter seasons. This year’s 
Farmer’s Almanac is predicting 
some unseasonably cold and 
snowy weather for 
our area. Everyone 
at CTFPD would 
like to extend some 
helpful reminders 
to its residents. 
FALL 
    The Fall season 
is a busy time 
of year. It always 
seems to bring the 
most traffic on the roads 
between school getting back into 
session, people starting their 
holiday shopping, and travel for 
the holidays. With the additional 
vehicle traffic on the roads, we 
also see an increase of wildlife 

on the move. These animals 
naturally do not understand the 
concept of an approaching vehicle 
and, unfortunately, cause vehicle 
accidents. A couple helpful tips 
before your commute include a 
good night’s rest, prepare the 
night before so that you may be 
able to leave a few minutes early, 
clean windshields, and working 
headlights. 
    This is also a good time to get 
everything for those cold and snowy 

winter days. Have your furnace/
boiler serviced and 

cleaned, dig out those 
shovels, purchase ice 

melt, unpack any 
winter clothing, 
clean chimneys, 
and turn off any 

outdoor water 
source. Fall brings 

time change; unlike 
spring we get an 

extra hour of sleep this 
time. With the time change we 
need to change the batteries in 
any smoke or CO detector and test 
them, making sure they are in good 
working order. While you have those 
detectors down it is a good time 

to check the manufacturers date. 
Most CO detectors have a life span 
of approximately 8-10 years. It is 
always recommended to be more 
safe than sorry, if you are pushing 
that 8-10 year mark it may be a good 
idea to go ahead and replace those 
detectors. 
WINTER 
    Whether you are praising 
mother nature for granting you 
ample opportunity to put miles 
on that snowmobile or cursing 
her for having to shovel…again, 
please take the time to make sure 
everything and everyone is safe 
during the season.  When it snows 
it is best to clear it not only from 
walkways and driveways, but away 
from fire hydrants, outdoor water 
faucets, furnace exhausts, and gas 
regulators. Build up of snow in 
these areas can cause malfunctions 
from freezing and if deep enough 
the potential of not being able to 
find hydrants is elevated. Please 
be careful when shoveling those 
wet and heavy snowfalls. There is a 
reason why it has been nicknamed 
heart attack snow. 
    We can almost guarantee a few 
days or a couple weeks of frigid 

below zero temps. During this time, 
you may be tempted to take a little 
more risk in heating your home. 
Whether it be with a fireplace, wood 
stove, or space heaters. Please, do 
not use your stove or oven to heat 
your home. If you have a space 
heater it is recommended that it 
be plugged directly into the wall. 
Extension cords can become a fire 
hazard if used improperly with 
space heaters. If you plan to use 
a wood heater or fireplace, avoid 
leaving them unattended, and make 
sure the flue is clear not only inside 
but outside also, you never know if 
a bird has nested next to your vent 
during the summer months.  Winter 
brings highest risk for carbon 
monoxide related emergencies. 
Remember you can not see nor smell 
carbon monoxide, therefore having 
a working CO detector is extremely 
important this time of year. 
    The cool crisp air and changing 
colors can be very pleasant after a 
long hot summer. Take some time 
to enjoy the upcoming seasons. We 
look forward to seeing everyone 
after the new year. Happy holidays 
and stay safe!

John LeGear showcases some of 
the happiest and most memorable 
holiday moments from classic and 
popular films. The show concludes 
with an audience sing-along. This 
uplifting, nostalgic experience 
will be sure to remind you of why 
we celebrate this season. Pre-
registration is requested.  
Songs of the Season with a Twist on 
Tuesday, December 13 from 2–3 pm. 
    Enjoy an upbeat concert 
of seasonal favorites sung by 
award-winning vocalist Maureen 
Christine. Pre-registration is 
requested. 
The Beautiful Snow: Author 
Talk on Monday, January 9 from 
6:30–7:30 pm on Zoom. 
    Join us for a talk by Cindy Wilson, 
author of The Beautiful Snow: 
The Ingalls family, the Railroads, 
and the Hard Winter of 1880-81. 
Pulling from nearly three thousand 
regional newspaper articles, this 
book weaves the historical record 
around and through Laura Ingall 
Wilder’s fictionalized account, The 
Long Winter. Our speaker will be 
presenting from Minnesota and 
you may participate on Zoom from 
home or watch on the big screen 

WE’RE PROUD
TO SUPPORT

CRETE 
TOWNSHIP
What do we love most about our 
community? The people we share it with! 
We’re proud to support local families, 
businesses, and organizations because 
Crete is our home, too. 

CRETE’S COMMUNITY BANK

700 W. Exchange | Crete, IL 60417
708-672-6161 | www.oldplanktrailbank.com

, . .

at the Library. Pre-registration is 
required. 
    These are a few of the many 
programs the Library hosts for 
all ages. To view our complete 
schedule, visit cretelibrary.org/
calendar. To register, you may sign 
up online or call the Library at 708-
672-8017.

http://cretelibrary.org/
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Crete Country 
Christmas – 
Bigger & Better 
Than Ever!
- by Michael J. Liccar

Crete Country Christmas returns 
for its 30th consecutive year 

beginning on Friday, December 
2nd and running through Sunday, 
December 4th.  This free, town-
wide holiday tradition is chocked 
full of fun and activities for the 
entire family.  
    The festivities include crafts and 
games for children throughout 
town, hayrides, visits with Santa, 
bonfires, music and entertainment 
in the “Christmas Lodge” (large, 
heated tents at the corner of Cass 
& Wood Streets), raffles and the 
Christmas Village (Main & Cass 
Streets) featuring delicacies from 
local food vendors. The Crete 
Lions Club will be there serving 
up libations with their  legendary 
charm. 
    There will be the Kris Kringle 
Market, Cookie Walk held by the 
Crete Woman’s Club, Snowman 
Contest, the 5K Run, the Reindog 

Parade, House Decorating Contest 
and live entertainment in the 
Christmas Lodge on Friday and 
Saturday, including a newly added 
Christmas Magic Show. 
    New this year, will be “Breakfast 
with the Grinch” which will be held 
Saturday morning in the Christmas 
lodge. 
    At 6:00pm on Saturday, December 
3rd will be the fabulous “Parade of 
Lights” which will promenade on 
Main Street through downtown 
Crete.  After the Parade, the 
Christmas Lodge will feature the 
ever popular “Smokin’ Jo’s Band” 
who are back by popular demand.   
    Sunday will have a number of 
events including the famous Bingo 
and Bloody Mary’s Party put on by 
the Crete Lions Club. 
    Crete Country Christmas is 
the perfect way to kick-off the 
Christmas season and create 
wonderful holiday memories for 
kids of all ages. 
    A calendar of events will be 
available in late November at 
the Crete Village Hall at 524 
West Exchange Street, the Crete 
Township Hall at 1367 Wood Street, 
the Crete Library, the Crete Park 
District and online at http://www.
cretecountrychristmas.com and the 
on the Crete Country Christmas 
Facebook page. 
    The Crete Country Christmas 
Planning Committee is always 
in need of volunteers.  If you 
are interested in serving on the 
committee, please contact the group 
at https://cretecountrychristmas.
com/contact-us.

Crete Woman’s 
Club Country 
Christmas 
Cookie Sale

Who doesn’t love homemade 
cookies from the best cookie 

bakers in Crete? You’ll get your 
chance to purchase wonderful 
cookies at the Township Hall, 1367 
Wood St. on Saturday, December 3rd 
from 9 a.m. till 3 p.m. Come early 
before the cookies are gone. Cookies 
include traditional favorites, 
Christmas decorated, some gluten 
and nut free and an assortment of 
cookies for man’s best friend. Boxed 
cookies ready for gifting are also 
available. 
    CWC has two major fundraisers 
a year, the Cookie Sale and the 
Garden Walk. These events 
along with donations and 

smaller fundraisers have 
provided approximately $15,000 
in scholarships to Crete area 
students in the past few years. 
With community support the CWC 
provides scholarships for students 
attending college, technical 
school and summer camps.  CWC 
fundraising efforts also support 
over 20 community organizations. 
    As always, thank you for helping 
us to help others.

- by Leslee Williams

https://cretecountrychristmas.com/contact-us
https://cretecountrychristmas.com/contact-us
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1.) Sugar-plums 2.) “White Christmas” 3.) Robert L. May created Rudolph in 1939.  He wrote a Christmas-themed story-poem to attract 
customers to the Montgomery Ward store in Chicago 4.) Thomas Edison in 1880 5.) Gaspar, Melchior and Balthasar
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Video Gaming, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT MANY EVENINGS

Call Now 708.755.6200
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 10PM
CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

F A M I L Y  R E S T A U R A N T

SERV ING  S T E GER  S INC E  19 98

AUTO SERVICE INC.

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

FOR CARS
TRUCKS & VANS

708-754-3000

• Air Conditioners
• Heaters
• Tune-Ups
• Valve Jobs
• Shocks
• Brakes
• • Struts
• Transmissions
• Engine Replacements
• Starters
• Emission Repairs

• Raidators
• Alternators
• Clutches
• Batteries
• Oil Changes
• Tire Sales & Repair
•• CV Drive Axles
• Rack & Pinion
• Replacements
• Differential Repairs
• Computer Diagnostics

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

LOCATED JUST WEST,

BEHIND
BRICK OVEN PIZZA

(PREVIOUSLY

SUPERIOR OIL SHOP)

FIND OUR SIGN AT 
TTHE CORNER OF

UNION & 34TH PL.

708-754-3000
34 E. 34TH PL ACE • STEGER | WWW.RPMSAUTO.COM

T H E  R E A S O N A B LY  P R I C E D  M E C H A N I C S !


